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strong fibres to, the cliff above. Its position was now reversed:
the top hung downwvards, shivered and denuded;, the large
spread root, upturned, formed a platform, on which new
earth had accumulated, and a new vegetation sprung forth,
of flowers, and bushes, and sucklings. Altogether it was a
most picturesque and curious object.

Lake Erie, as the geography book says, is two hundred
and eighty miles long, and hcre, at Port Talbot, wvbich is near
the centre, about sevcnty miles across. The Colonel tells me
that it has been more than once frozen over from sidc to side :
but 1 do flot sec how this fact could be ascertained, as no one
bas been known to cross to the opposite shore on the ice. It
is truc that more ice accumulates in this lake than in any
other of the great lakcs, by reason of its shallowness : it cari
be soundcd through its whole extent, while the other lakes
are found in some parts unfathomable.

But to return to the chateau. It is a long %vooden building,
chiefly of rough logs, with a covered porch running along the
south side. Here I found suspendcd, aniong sundry impIe-
ments of husbandry, one of those ferocîous animais of the
féline kind, callcd here the cat-a-mountain, and by some the
Amcrican tiger, or panther, which it more resembles. This
one, which had been killed in its attack on the fold or poultry.
yard, wvas at least four feet in length, and glared on me from
the ratters above ghastly and horrible. The interior of the
bouse contains several comfortable lodging-rooms, and one
really hiandsomc one, the dining-room. There is a large
kitchen with a tremendously hospitable chimney; and under-
ground arc cellars for storing wine, milk, and provisions.
Around the house stands a vast varicty of outbuildings of ail
imaginable shapes and sizes, and disposed witbout the slight.
est regard to order or symmetry. One of these is the very
log hut which the Colonel erected for shelter when he first
«sat dowvn in the bush," four-and-thirty years ago, and which

he is naturally unwilling to, remnove. Many of these out-


