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jmannfncturers and others at prices varying | by the war cxcitement, advanced the price

from $3.30 to $3.60.

Damy Probuce axp Provisions.—For butter
there has been « very fair jobhing demanl.- A
good local enquiry was experienced tor the
new make, which lus been coming in slowly.
The poorer grades show less value than a week
ago. Chees: has gone into cousumption in e
moderate way at last week's prices. Some
factories in the west are preparing Lo start,but
the season will -be o lnte one. Bges are
slightly down from Muster prices, but the de-
mand keeps moderately brisk and the bad roads
have tended fo cheek snpplies.  We note sales
a18le to 19¢,  Pronisions —'The news of the
outhreak of hostilities in Afghanistan, just ve-
ceived, may canse a sudden reaction,but up to
time of writing the warket was flat Canda
short cut mess pork was dull at $16, and Can-
wdn lavd was easy at 9fc.  Western mess pork
could be bought nt, $15 7. Cheese advauced
1s. Gd. in Liverpool to-day to 59s. ¢d.

Druug axp Cueancars.—Business on spot is
much reduced, As is usual at this season of the
year, bugers awuiting the opening of nuviga-
tion. In the meantime the market in England
ig reported fiem, owing to the restriction of out~
put i nearly all lines ; bleaching powder and
sorla nsh are shortly expected to reach higher

prices. Drugs are quiet and nominally un-
chnnged.  Larte advices report another drop in
quinine,  Opium is flal.  Gun Arnbic is firm

and way go higher witliina brief period. Remit-
tunees do not show much ehange ; renewals
were ot numerons.  Bleaching Powder $2 to

$2.25 ; sodn bi-earb $2.30 to $2.50; sal soda
$1.124 o §1.20. See prices current.  In dye-

stufly there has been n quiet and stendy trude
at last week’s values. . )

Dry Goons. —Good Friday, with the accom-
panying fearful snow-storm, and Baster Monday -
following in the wake of & ble ak and cheerless
Saturday, tended to give a holiday character to
agrent part of the week under review. Asif this
was nol suflicient to put & stopper on trade the
city and country roads were in a frightful condi-
tion. So far this year there hns been a marked
ubsence of geninl and whatmay be ealled ¢ sea-
sonuble ”” weather, and in this department, as in
hoots and shoes, there hagheen no Spring trade,
and  retailers bhave done next to nothing,
Country shop-keepers write about as follows :—
“\Wewtliee very b ; ronds blocked np and jim-
passnble; nothing doing either in getting
country produce or selling goods : erops nnsohl
and no money cireulating: cannot pay’ The
wholesale people, -under such circumstances,
effect very little and the daily shipments nre
moderate in volume. ‘Travellers are in many
insinnces still athome. The dreanded Fonrth hins
pussed without any apparent distress .and the
owt-look for the near future s certainly
briphter. A wimber of early Baropean buyers
have left town, and in the event of an Anglo-
Russinn war, higher prices may rule. So soon
as (he roads begin to dry up and counlry store-
keepers break into their spring stocks, salesmen
will again be desputched on & sorting trip,

Frouw, Guraty, gre.~FMour was dull dur-
ing the week bnt generally firmer.  There was
cousiderable excitement to-day over the out-
break of war between the Afghans and Russia
and the market advanced 25¢ per brl over this
news,  and the repetition of former reports of
short crops in Kansas and the West, Owing
to the paint and cold weather Amerienn crops
‘iire expected to sufler severely. Buyers ave snid
to have offered 20¢ per brl. advance on our pri-
ces, 18 quoted elsewhere, without cesult. Hold-
ers demand a rise of 25¢, and would probably
refuse Lo part with & large amount at that.
Qur quotations must be considered nominal
and® subject to to-day’s advance, which
is not very definite or clear in the absence
of transactions. Qrain—Speculators aided

of wheat in Clicago to-day, 5¢ per bushel.
May wheat sold wp 1o 58le, afterwards
declining to 87 7-8¢. June wheat reached 90ic,
and fell back 1o 90¢. The Jocul grain murketr
closes firm with o belter feeling nud more in-
clinntion to do business. Holders are not
olfering wheat, and prices are nominal. Buyers
and sellers’are apart, as the latier want much
better figures than quoted, and have until lately
prevailed.  Very few sales of grain have been
made as yet for Spring shipment. There was
some stir on the report that peas had advanced
f¢ per bushel. A barge lot for May delivery,
ahloat, sold at 8ve per Dushel of 66 1bs. and bids
have been made at e, Uats have sold at 37c¢
per 32 1bs., deliverable here afioat in Muy. Other
quotations nominal.

Faeairrs.—Grain freights vie Portland have
been engaged to tl. ¢ end of the season, now ter-
minating.  Through rates of freight on grain
from points west of Toronto 10 Liverpool viu
Portland are 27¢ 1o 3le. Freights from Mont-
real wie Portland are quoted ns follows :—
Grain gs per quarier. Flour 3s ¢d per bbl, or 30s
per ton in sacke. Ashes 30s fur pots, and 37s
6d for pearls, Butter and cheese 35s. Hops
2d.  Caltle 308 to 35s per head. Apples 33 6d.

Funs.—-Buyers are extremely, wary and busi-
ness in raw furs is consequently unsatisfactory.
A private despatch {rom London yesterdny
said:—It is no use buying at auy price, you
will lose. money. The following are
city quotations, for prime skins :—Beaver per b,
full §2, winter §2.50, spring $3 ; bear, per skin,
$7.10 $10 ; bear cub, per skin, $5to $7.50 ; fisher
per skin, $2 to $3 ; fox, red, per skin, 80c¢ (o §1 ;
fux, cross, per skin, $2 (o $3.50 i lynx, per skin,
$1.75 w0 $2.75; marten, per skin, 60¢ Lo 80c;
mink, per skin, lurge dark, 50c; small 25¢;
muskrat, per skin, fall ¢, winter, 8¢, spring, 12c;
otter, per skin, §6 to $9 ; raccoon, 2b¢, 40¢ and
70¢ ; skunk, per skin, 15¢, 25c and 50¢. Skins
not prime 25 to 30 per ceut, Jess.

Gresy  Feurrs, MarnkE  Propucrs, ®ro.—
There was a fairly active market. Valencin
oranges are steadily held at $7 per case.
Lemons were reporied firm by holders at $3.50
to $4 per box ; 2,300 boxes Messinas and Paler-
mos came in to-day.  Apples 32 to $3 per bbl,
Some extra fine Bleme figs were held for 10¢ ;
poorer quality conld be got at 8e.  Dales 5ic
to 6e,  Bvaporated apples in boxes 8¢ dried,
5¢.  Receipts of maple syrup and sugar were
wore liberal; new syrup in small-sized tins 80¢
10 90¢, old T0¢; new sugar Oc to 1¢, old-Te to
8ic.

Groceriss.—Business is quiet, and no mater-
inl change has occurred in any line,  Zeus keep
fiem, and there'is a heavy demand for low
geades which cannot be got readily.  Arvything
under 22¢ is searce and wanted.
certain quantity of poor staff here, but it is
hardly quotable. Good values are said to be
offered at 25¢ to 28¢c.  Low-grade Young Hy-
sons are very scuree, and the Bnglish miarket
is clear of them. Purchases were made for
New York and Philadeiphin (0 mix with
Japans, Japan basket-fived have been bought
for mixing with QOolong, and this has created
some searcity tor. them too. A leading mer-
chant snid be did not look for a ten famine,
cven it Formosa was more effectually blockaded

than ‘it has yet been by the French, A cer-
tain proportion would, almost to certuinty, find.

au outlet, and to make up the deficiency in the
supply of the favorite China Oolongs, the Am-
eriean people would have to druw ore freely
upon Japan.  Fresh credits hiving been asked
for, the chances are thought by pariies in the
trade to be favorable to a continuance of the
war between France und China., A scarcity is
reported in Toronto, and-several consignments
have been made from this city ; 200 boxes were
sold to go there yesierday. ~Sales ‘are pringi-
pally contined to Japans.® Since Monday over

There isa”

2.000 pkgs of teas have been sold in {his market.
Suzars are an eighth off this weck. Local -
refiners have turned over guite alot of stuff, and
considerable was sold for the West, A leading
refinery is reported to have placed 8,000 brls,
Syrups and Molusses ave very dull;qrote Barl =
does molasses at 3le to 3%, and Trinidad at

27c. Fruits quict, with only a hand-to-mouth
distribution. "Spice.—Pepper is higher, here

and in Epgland. Prices are 17jc to 18fc for
black and 26e to &The for white. Riee is firm
and advancing in Bugland. The mills here are
out of A and B, and will not have any before
the Spring arvivals.  Tn other lines the demand
iz even more limited than in most of the above,
The wholesale firms have nothing very encour-
aging to say about canned goods and the
packers will be allowed lo have their « fill ” of
them in future. Ttis to he feared that a truce
cannpt be patehed up.  Almonds are in poor de-
mand at 10¢ to 14c; filberts move slowly at G3e
to Tic; and Brazils, new, at T4c to 8e. Sngo is
quoted at 43¢ to 5¢ jand Tapioca, pearl and fake
at 5e to G,

Hay anp Srraw,—The bad roads caused
receipts to be light,and prices advanced. Choice
timothy has sold at $12.50, $12, and $11.50 per
100 bundles.  Good to choice may be quoted nt
B11 10 §12 and medivm to faiv at $9 to $10.

‘Straw is firmer” at 85 to 86 per 100 bundles
Pressed hay in wholesale lots is quoted at $13.
for No. 1, and 12 for No, 2, per ton. Straw
about $7.  Good business and prices firm.
iors axp Tarnow.—The market for hides
was active during Baster week at firm prices.
During the past few days there was next to
nothing done. Qur quoted loeal prices are those
paid to butehers by dealers for green hides:
tanners are charged $1 per 100 1hs, more for
cured and inspected. . A few sales of tallow are
reported at Ghe to Tic for rendered, and 3} to

43¢ for rough,

Hors.—A dull and jnactive market is rcpox-fed,
and buyers claim to be quite indifferent. Some
medium parcels are said to have baen placed at,
8c to 8}c, and quotations range from 6e lo 11¢,
In New York new are quoted at 14¢ to 15¢ for
best, and old at 8¢ to 13c. English advices
state that althongh prices are Jow considerable
husiness has transpired, and the out-look has
improved, Prices on the continent are firmer
all round. :

Irox AnD HaRDWARE.—~A few: small lots of
Mig have soid at enrrent prices, and considera~
ble business liag transpired -in tin plates fip
future delivery. - Sales of charconl tin were put
through here at $4.40, and some oflers at $1.30
were refused. Bar iron is quiet and unchanged.
Swedes §4 to $4.25. Steel tire is quoted at
$2.95 to §x, and sheet zine at $4.50 to $4.75,
There are comvlaints amonpg the hardware
trade that although stocks are pretty well
braken, some firms appear anxions to do busi-
ness with no margin of profit whatever. Tt is
stated ais a positive fact that bar iron sold yes-
terday at cost prices. - In the interests of the
trade paying prices stiould be adhered lo, and

week horse-shoes have declined in price and
now can be bought at §3.10 per keg of 100 1bs,
To buyers of 100 kegs and over an allowance
of 10c_per keg was made.  As rales of freioht
quoted by the Grand Trunk and. Canadian
Pacilic will be reduced on the 13th inst. a good
many shipments of goods already bhooked will
be mide, and local manufacturers are expecling
their orders will come in ‘more freely at the
uew rates. " Nails are in fair demand, and
manufacturers report that. they ave shipping
freely for this time of year.. A Teading English
meial firm writes :—We are inclined to. think
prices have tonched ‘bottom, as we know of
“several instances, where makers. refused good
offers made below quotations, preferring to.

& close their works before working at a logs,

standard lists strictly maintained.. Since last .



