
I3ROOD OP THEWTCLUN

Glancing across the court, hie
thouglit thiat lie saw a nau stainig
below, peering upward. NWithi his
liandji resting upon thev window-4edg e,
Cairzi looked long and steadily.n

There eertainly was someonie stand-
ing in the shadow of the taLl plane-
treq, but whether man or woman Lie
could nlot determine.

The unknow-n remaining in the
saine position, apparently watchig,
Cairn ran downstairs, and, passing
out into the court, walked rapidly
across to the tree. There lie paused
ini sorne surprise; there was no one
visible by the tree, and the whole
court was quite deserted.

" Must have slipped off through the
arehwityý," lie concluded; and, walk-
ing baek, he remounted the stairs an3d
entered bis Chambers again.

Feeling a renewed curiesity regard-
ing the silken rope whieh had so
strangely corne into bia possession, lie
sat down at the table, and, xuastering
bis diataste for the thing, took it in
bis bands and examined it closely b>'
the light of the lamp.

lie was seated with bis back to the
windows, facing the door so that no
one could possibly have entered the
room uinseen b>' hum. It was as lie
bent down te scrutinize the cuimons
plaiting that he felt a sensation steal-
ing over himn, as thougli someone were
standing ver>' close to bis chair.

Grimi>' determined to resÎut an>'
I2ypnotie tricks that might lie prao-
tiaed against hiin, and well assured
that there coald bie no person actual-
Iy present, iii the Chambers, lie st
bsck, resting bis revolver on bis knee.
?roxnpted by lie knew not what, he
slipped the ailk eord into the table
drawer and turned the ke>' upon it.

As lie did se a band crept over bis
,qhoulder-foUewed by a bare arm. of
the hue of old ivory-a woman 's arm. !

Translixed, bis eyes fastened upon
the ring of dull mnetal, bearing a
green atone inseribed witb a coxuplex
figure vaguel>' resembling a spider
which adorned the index linger.

A faint perfinne stole te bis nos-

tris-tatof the Secretl nesi'; ad
the ring11 was thle rinlg of t1e Witch-

]n this inceredible monment lie reMl.
ed that ireni colntrol of his Illmd whichi,
alonie, hadu ed hli before,. 1.VenI
as lie realizoed it, îiud strovu to recover
hiimself, he knew thlat il, waýs tue lajte;
hie kncw that lie wajs lostj!

aln> speckL of ligltnrnrngsi-
dued, al] around)-tble rnurrlllliig of
a coneourse ef people. Tl'le darknea
was odorous with at he(avy perf uile.

A voice eaile-foll ON% by Coin-
plete silnce.

Againi the1 Voice seunded, chanting
sweetly.

A respense followed in deep mlaie.
voices.

Thfe response was taken Up ail
around-what tiine a tiny speck grew,
in the gloomt-and grew, uinti1liit took
forin; and out of the darkness the,
shape of a white-rebed womaui ap-
peared-higli up-far awvay.

Wherever the ra>' that ilhxniined
lier figure emansated frein, it did net
perceptibly dispel the atygian gloon
ail about bier. Sbe wais bathied indazzling liglit, but franled in im-
penetrable darkness.

lier duil gold biair wvas encircled
by a band of white metal-like ailver,
bearing in front a round, burnished
disk, that abone like a iner sun.
Above the disk projeeted an orna-
ment having the shape of a spider.

The intense liglit picked eut ever
detail vividly. Neck and shoulders
were bare, and the gleaming ivory
arms were uplifted, the long alender
lingera held aloft a golden sket eov-ered with dini figures, almnost undis-
cernible at that distance.

A glittering zone of the saine white
mnetal confined the anowy draperies.
lier bare feet peeped eut frorn lie-
neath the fiowing robe.

Above, below. and around lier was
-Memphian dar*nesa!

The whole invisible concourse took
up the chant, and the liglit f aded, un-


