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THE WEEK.

1x our last number we published a diagram of
the transit of Venus, which takes place on Wed-
nesday of this week. The cut was taken from
an important German paper, and was sccom-
panied by an article by & German surant with
an utterly unpronounceable name, in which, so
far as we noticed, the majority of the words were
upwards of six syllables in leugth, and the verb
never came till we had got sick and weary of
hunting for it.  1s it wonderful that in face of
evidence like this we cousidered that Herr
Whatshisname had the best of us, so to speak,
and that his diagram was as correct as hisarticle
was verbose ! lmagine our horror, when Mr,
Walter Smith stepped in to tell us that the
whole thing was wrong, and that the plane
Crossad the sun’s dise at the bottom instead of
the top.  Now the editar of this paper takes this
opporiunity of informing bis friends that he is
not 4 professional astronomer. He is, of course,
like all editors, thoroughly scquainted with the
Diferential Caleulus, all the ancient aund mod-
ern Lavguages, draw poker, engineering civil and
mechanical, ‘the philesophy of Hegel, foot-ball,
the use of the globes, deep sea soundings, the
latest fashion in hats, and the price of gas, but
beyend these infiniresimal accomplishments he
is scarcely anywhere, and hence his deep rever.
ence for the German gentleman already alinded
{0 won him to error, until his still greater re.
spect for Mr. Walter Smith convineed him of bis
mistake. However, fortnnately the remedy is
easy, and these who wish 10 observe the trausit
of Venus in conpeetion with the Cavapiax
TLLUSTRATED NEws, will please turn their copy
of the last number uyside dewn before commene-
ing observations. There! Mr. Smith, will that
satisfy you !
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IT mar be news 10 some of cur readers that
the profession of an umbrella maker is hateful to
the gods. It would seem that the nine lives with
which tradition invests the ordinary domestie
cat are, in the ecvnomy of nature, taken from the
span of those who furnish us with those necessary
but undeniably hideous products of modern civ.
ilization. So, at least, we jndge from the com-
muonication of the correspondent of a Paris paper,
who informs his readers that a young man flung
. himself off the Tarpeian rock, and was natur.
ally killed, as iz ioves aa wmbrella maker. The
connection is obvions, though, so far as we have
observed, this pecuiiar liability of the profession
{or should it be trade} to mortal risks has never
been befure properiy brough: befors the public.
It would be a curions and interesting subject of
inquiry as to the light in which nmbrella makers
are regarded by the Accident Iusarance So.
cieties. A gentleman who, if he does throw
bimself, in an excess of playful enthasiasm, off
a vock, is certain to be kilied then and there, is
obviously not a risk with which 2 well-regulated
iusurance agent would care to meddle.
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Tne passion for tobacro, in spite of Mr. Ger.
ritt, and other oppouents, is apparently spread-
ingin the United States. The equanimity of
the Philadelphia correspondent of the Times has
been disturbed by a gunpewder explosion, which
killed two men. ** Parts of the corpses were
found half-a-mile away. They had been amok-
ing, and this had cansed the disaster.” A
disaster causeidl by parts of corpses which had
been smoking is too remarkable an ¢vent to be
passed lightly over. It wonld be difficult, in-
deed to know exactly what steps to take for the

" conversion of & corpse which persisted in the
 noxious habit. Probably burial would be the
- best and most effectual way of putting out the

o pipe of u really obstinate cadaver. But this i

“only a suggestion, based opon no persopal ex.
perience whatever. Oor Philadelphia friend is
still to be heard from on the subject.

-
. ®

_ Tue prosecation of the greatest of living his-
“torians by the greatést of living statesmen is a
. scandal, the magnitude of which is scarcely
ffected by its paltriness. "A superior Court has
quashed the decision of sn inferior tribunal
which bad acquitted Professor Mommsen of the
charge of libelling Prince Bismarck, and the trial

will begin again. Whatever may Le the de”
cision of the Court, the victory will remain with
the eminent German schelar. Prince Bismarck's
petty and vexatious proceeding is really an at-
tempt to prosecute history. The pen which has
drawn with graphic contempt, too faithful to
the weaker sides of the chamcters it depicted,
the tiresome respectability of Pompey and the
fussy efforts of Cicero to couvert a sveond-rate
man of letters, acconding to Mommsen's injurious
estimate of him, into a third-rate man of action,
might take a signal revengo on Prince Bismarck.
But the historian is probably more magunani-
mous than the statesman.
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Some Philadelphians have formed a company
to introduce a device intended to convey under-
ground the telegraphic and telephonic wires and
those for electric lighting, the dispesition of
which bas become so serious a problem in all
large cities. A public exhibition uf' the Jevice
has teeu given in Philadelphia during the past
week, and experiments were made through some
nine hundred feet of the various kinds of wires
just meationed. The device cousists vfasystem
of conduits, intended to be laid under the contres
of the principal streets, containing several
thousand insulated wires, and having room alsa
for a passage-way from which the wires are ac.
cessible. In the side streets it is proposed tolay
the wires under the gutter, with a removable
iron curbing, which is to take the place of the
gutier-stone.

The demand for some device of this character
is vnynestionable. DBut the disposal of the wires
is only part of the problem, and perkaps neither
the mes: importsnt nor the mest difficuls yar,
The wires are certainly a nuisaunce and a very
serions distigurement, aud the systemy will very
soon break down under its own weight.,  Fven
if no pressure were put upou them to respect the
rights of the public in the pudlic strects, the
companizs must soon come 1o somethiug better
than the absurd method of stringing wires upan
Ligh poles along the highways.

As Commissioner Thompson's repurt showed,
the chief nuisance and obstruetion are already
caused by eéxcavations. The steam-heating com-
panies which have dog up the streets of lower
New York—some, of them several times)over
during the last year—have interfered far more
with therights and the comfort of the people of
New York than all the telegraphicand telephonic
and electric-lighting companies put togethar,
What it i» mast needful to stop is the constant ex.
cavation of the streets for sewers, for gas mains,
for water mains, for pneumatic tubes, for steam.
heating, and what not.  If these excavations are
not stopped, they will increase until the publie
streets will be given over altogether, under.
ground and above-ground, to private enterprises
or to public undertakings which eyually inter.
fere with the free use of the streets as places of
transit. This excavation can only le stopped,
to make a bull, by being done again, and done
once for all. A system of subways which shall
hold all the municipal applianses now carried
under-ground, and for which every private cor
poration using the ground under the streets
shall be compelled to pay an equitable rent, anil
in which the wires now carried over the roofs of
houses and along the streets shall also be housed,
is what is needed, and what we must finally come
to. Any contrivance which is intended to deal
with a part only of this problem, however in-
genious it may be, and however succesaful for
its own purpose, is buts make-ahift.

ANARCHISM IN FRANCE.

L' Etendard Revolutionaire one day remarked
that Montcean-les-Mines had the glory of in-
augurating the use of dynamite in France. The
glory of having employed dynamite for the firat
time in the world appertains to the Russian
Nihilists. A great number of those who were
able to leave their country took refage at Gieneva,
and Lyons was naturally found to be in the
radius of their operations, It appesra verv pro-
bable that it is under theirinfluence that French
Anarchism has succeeded in giving a little con.
sistency to its doctrines : the Anarchism of the
associate Emila Gautier is in reality anly the
copy of the Nihilism of Bakunin. The near
connection of the two parties ix scen from more
than ons indication which is to be found in the
collection of their journals, For example, In
the first number 6fthe Droit Social, we may read
a letter from M. Elisée Réclun, who excuses
himself for not being able to send anything for
the moment, Liecause he is occupied in, writing
the preface of a paruphlet by Bakunin ;) and in

the sixth number we see Prince Pierre Krapot.:

kin writing from London : ** 1 caunot. promise

yon an active assistance, but in all cases count

me as your friend.” Nibilism has not only
ivent its theorfes to Anarchiam, it has also
anded over to it its means of action. ‘

Uunder the titles ‘' Revolutionary Tactics,”
“ Anarchical action during the  Kevolution,”
“ Dynamite and Pyrotechnism,” “The Warfare
of Barriendes,” the Droit Sociad, and after it
1 Etendard Révolutionaire, published a series of
articles which contain a thorough sf‘stam for the
destruction of society, the origin of which is re.
vealed by its coldly scientific wethod. 1 do not
believe that any of our Anarchists, not even
Gautier, would be capable of a similar plan, so
minutely and thoroughly caleulated. That be.
lougs to the Russian student, who 1o the most
cloudy aud sickly mysticism in Utepia can jain
the most wethodical mind in action.  We are
geing to judge of this.

The ideal of Anarchism being the absence of
institutions, its end is to destroy all institu.
tions which exist at present.  To arrive at this
end it 13 necessary to recruit a certain number
of adherents ; the best means is to promote
troubles which, by making the popular classes
autfer, will exasperate them. That may invelve
many particular  eatastroplhea—no  matter.
COWe,” said Fournieen® to one of his friend« ae
Besseges, not without & point of courage, ** we
are the sacritficed generation ; we are la chair de
canon.”

The little Machiavel of the Drost Secial ex-
presses his opinion on this subject in the num-
ber of the 12th of March thus :—* It is not in.
jurious that, from time to time, Erevous con-
flicts should spring up, ke those of Villefranche,
of the Grand Combe, nnd of Bessiges.  Botter
than all written or verbal propagandas, these
skirmishes awaken latent passiony, rouse every-
where the germs of revolt, riveting the Londs
of solidarity which unite the poor, aud inerease
at the same titwe their experience and encrgy
for more decisive acts.

When Fourniére fired a shot from 1 revolver
at M. Brochard in Roaune, theg Dira? Socdul re.
curred to this ides.  Some of it readers being
astonished that it should make the eulogy of a
murderer, it replies:—* When an actof this
kind, under such citcumstaness, takes place, the
artisans tirst ask themaelves why the authors of
this deed have acted thus ; then, from argumen?
1o angument—especially if these deeds, tnstead
of betng disapproved of, are apheld by an active
propaganda—they emd by telling themselves
that if all the workers act in this manner, ex.
ploitazinn and exploiters would quickly be dune
away with, and ghen they woulid have their ears
open 10 social questions.

“ Besides, a revo ution prepared by o seriey of
acts of this kimd coull be no other than sosial,
fur the first care of the workman wotld be to
take possession of the workshops, anil accas.
tomed to act thus by themselves they wonid
averthrow any Government, whateverit may be,
which attempted to 1evy a tax the day after the
revolution.”

Ths Anarchists tnd sn excellent word o de-
fine crimival atterupts of this kind.,  1tis “Pre-
mganda by deed,”  To support the propaganda
Ly deed soine mooey would be necnssary. Tha
revolutionary tactician on several secasion in-
sisted on the necessity of the formation of a
bank for revolutionary propaganda, Cta the
occasion of an affray which had taken place be-
tween the police agenta and the workmen
refiners of Paris oo strike, e showed the ser.
vices that it ceuld reader 1~

*Thus,” he remarks, * il the revolutionary
bank had been able to distribute to the maost
unruly maleontents a certain quantity of revol-
vers, do people believe that the lalter would
have retreated Lefore having the satisfaction of
using their instruments ¥ Oh, no! they wonld
have weized with alacrity the opportunity of
making some police spies bite the dust.”’

The Drait Sscial ends by opening a permanent
subscription for the eonstitution of thix bask.
HBut it only prodaces rilicnlons sums.  The re-
volntionary tactician sought other resrurces ;
twice he pointed out the manner in which the
Anarchists could procure the money which was
necessaty to them.  * We said,” he resumed, in
the number of the 14th of May, in recalling an
article of the 11th April, ¢ that it is necessary
for labourers to resolve to knock boldly at the
doors, even if they had to break them open, of
safes full of vold and banknotes, in order to ea-
tablish an abundantly provided fund to meet
the needs of the counting housa of the Revolu.
tivn. A plague on foolish scruples.  We said
it, and we repeat it.”

On the 11th of June it again reverts to this
question.  This time a much more precise irlen
has occurred to it on the means of procuring
money. ln each town there is a tax collector's
office, which at certain hours possesses n chast
filled with the money of taxpayers.

“Ah, well ! can we imagine that i{h one or
more cantons there can exist a revolulionist
without rrpjudicea and disposed to furnish the
coffers of the cause 7 1f we may supposo that the
latter would be quite able and with the greatest
facility, to study the waysand means of penetra..
ting to the safe, that he might kuow ‘when the
eollector goes to his club.or to the chase, and
abandons his treasuren moment (xic) ; onee pro-
vided with thia information, this revelutionist
who  will attempt nothing himself, and for a
good motive, againat the money of the Goveri.
ment, seeks in his interfor. and exterior con.
neetions for the enrm of exccutors to confide to

*An Anarchlst agitator implicated ju the riots at

Bessdgon.~

them the fruit of his observations, and the lat.
ter themselves oun the track of advautages of
this kind, set to'work, nml exocute the operation,
which thus cannot leave nu{ trace."”

The tactician consents that, however Aunar.
chist they moy be, they may bave siill some
old remains of bourgeise conscience which, aided
by tho fear of the gendarme, would restrain
them. Thus he discussea n long time the right.
fulness of this sort of robbery,  He endeavours
to deatroy ** the foolish scruples” which might
still restrain them

“ What ! should we recoil when wo kuow
that the gold we are going to recover possession
of would pethaps have been made use of to pay
the police who ferret us out, the informers who
bhetray us, the judges who condemn us, the
gaolers who torture and the soldiers who shoot
us ! Aud when we know especially that this
gold ix the fruit of the thelt of our salary of
each day.”

By virtue of this law, which makes one enil
by believiug what is so often ropeated, the Dirai
Neeiad announces in all its numbers that the
great straggle for the destruction of scelety is
approaching, it ends by considering 3t as 1w
minent ; and the atlairs of MonteeauJoes- Mines
and Lyons have shown that this belist way par-
taken of by sume of its readers,

IHE BANK oF ENGLAND WAS

RUMBLED,

Onee, many years ago, a bitl of exchange fora
large amoutit wis drawn by Auselm Rotheehild,
of Franklort, on Nathau Rothsehild, of London.
When the gentlemnan who held 1t anived in
London, Nathan was away, and he taok the bt
of paper o the Bauk of Fogland awlasked them
to discount it

The managers were very stul. With hnuglhity
assutapce they informed the holder that they
disecaunted ouly their nwn Lills 1 they wanted
nothiug to do with the Bills of private persona.
They did not stop o retlect with whom they hid
to deal.  Those shrewd obd fellows m churgs of
the bank of the realm should have koown and
rememlared that the Bit ol gaper bore the signa.
ture of 8 man mure powerful than they caneee
powerfal, bevasss tsdepeadent of 3 thosaand.
and one  hampsps that ested  upon them.
“ Uph,” exclaimed Naohan Kothechild, when
the answer of the Bank was tepested o him,
Y Pvioate persans 2L owddl give these dmpertanut
gentiomen to koow with what wort of private
persons they have tad-al”

And then Nathan Hothachill weat to work.
He had an object in view~1o humble the Hank
of Fugland szl ke mesnt to do it He semt
agents npon the Continent, std through the
United Kingiom, and threr weeka were spent
in gathering up notes of the smaller deponona.
tioos of the Bank's awn jasun,

One mwrning, breght snd carly, Natl
Rothsehill presented himeif at the Hank, aosd
drew forth }m;h his pocket-hook s hyepoumd
aose, which he desited to have cashed. Five
sovervigua were connted out to- kim, the officers
loching with astoalshment apan seciuyg Baron
Bathachild trontling himsel personaily abeut
so trivial a matter, The Baron evamined the
coiny vie by one, and having satisied himself of
their honesty in quality and weight, he slipped
them into a canvas bag, and then Jrew out and
presented anoiher fivepound note. The wame
operation wax gone through again, save ihat
the Baron took the troubls to take a small par
of seales from hos pocket and weigh one of the
pleces, fur the Iaw gave hiin that right. Twe
—thpeistei—twenty —a  humlied - five hnn-
dred fiveopound notes weee presented and cashed.
When one pocketibook was empticd, another
was brought forth 5 and when 2 canvas bag hiasd
been filled with gold, it waxs passed to a servant
who was i waiting.,  And v he went on until
the honr arrived for closing the Bank ) it the
same time, he had nine of the rmployée of Lis
house engaged in the wvame work, So it resulted
that ten men of the howse of Rothschild had
Kept every teller of the Bank basy seven bours,
and had exchanged somawhere ubout £22,000,
Not another castomer bl bann able to get his
wants attended to,  The Foglish like oddity.
Let a man do anything original and they will
generally applaud.. Se the people of the Bank
contrived o smily at the eceentricity of Haron
Rothschild, and when the time came for elosing
the Bank, they were not a tenth part so ouch

ot

annoyed as wem the customers from abroad
whose business had not been attended to. The
bauk officials smiled that evening, but, w .-

On the following morning, when the Bank
opened, Nathan Rothaenilid appesred again, ac-
cotapatied by his nine fwithful helpers, this
time bringing with him, ax far as the street en-
trance, four {:mvy iwo-horse drays, for the por.
pose of earting away the gold, for to-day the
baron had bills of a larger mwount. Ab ! the
officers of the Bank smiled nio more, and a trem-
bling seized them when the banker monarch
said, with steru simplicity aud directness

**Ah! these gentlemen rofuse to take my
Uilla ! Be it so. 1 am resolved that | will not
keep one of theira, 1t .ix the House of Roths.
thild against the Bank of England,” The Bank
of England opened its eyes very wide. . Within
a week the House. of Rothsehild conld be de-
manding gold ‘which it did not powsess. The
gentlomen at the head of atlaim saw very plainly
that in a determined tilt the Bank ust go to
the wall,Thure was but one was ‘out ol the
werape, and they took- it. Notice was at once
‘»uhlicly given that thenceforth the Bank of

England would cash the bills of Rothschild the

same as its own.




