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country will place you out of danger, at leat until t

morning." a
Big Jim was immediately ready, but shame at s

leaving their commander, had forced the other s ta a o

determination ta stay and share their fate. Squire s
Harry opposed his commanda, ordering them ta e

watch over their vouided companion, adding- d
"there are too few successfully ta resist, and already r
enough ta die. Have tvo horses ready at the cross a
roads, where we formerly met, by an hour before s
day, and if we are not there at that time, leave us tu
our fate."

By another opening into the passage through e
whieh Squire Harry had at first been able ta gain a
knowledge of the character and force of their assail- 1
ants, they departed, and, escaping observation, were
soon hid in the darkness and the forest. On
being left alone, Squire Harry and Cato busied
themselves in strengthening their position, by piling 8
large atones opposite the entrance ta the castie, on
a kind of large wooden frame, ta which was attached i
an iron chain, which was fastened ta the rock that
covered the door.

The assailants had been endeavouring ta force an
entrance, but found their efforts unavailing ta pene-
trate the solid rock, or even ta force open or break
the atone which covered the door. More than
once thay hadl gained antranca at the aide of the
rock ta the levers and beams with ivhich they ivara
warking, but the hopelassnesa of rcmaving it, and
the danger arising fram the use the assailad tuait of
thua partial gpenlng, ta discharge thair arms on the
svorkmen, causcd iham ta dasist train this mathod
of attack.

White within, Squire Harry and Cata wera ba-
ginning ta indulge hapas of safaty, lat us attend ta
what ivas passingr iithout. In the midat of a num-
ber of men, engaged in loud and rathar unintelligible
conversation, ivere Lîvo men in theaect of fastaning
ta a tree a third, by a rope passing around his
waist under the arms, îvhich irere also bound fast
togather at the tyrista. In ansivcr to thair quas: ions,
ha was prutesting utter ignorance uf the informa-
tion they wished for, iningled ivjth passionate an-
tremiies for iife.bathof whlch saamadta be disbelieved
or digregarded by bis interragaturs. Promises of
reward, si) caue of giving the dasired informatian,and
threats of deatlî on a continued refusai, had aL iangth
brought the unCortunata prisoner ta listen ta the
propositions. The Ili is ortr ivas nu othar than Big
Jiia, ivbo,immediately on avcaping into the forait by
the secret passage, as %ne have sean, left bis coin-
panions ta take care of their wounded camrade, and
fled in ami opposite direction. Falling into the banda
of thosa from wbomn ha sought Le escape, ha was
broaught back,and on deeiining ta discaver the. way in
which hie escaped, was placed in the situation in
whicb we bave juat tound him2. Drcad cf their
thritateninge, and the. dessire of eseare,.,hid led hum

promise ta reveal the secret passage ta the cave,
n condition of being allowed ta live. Being
nbound,though strictly guarded, he led them to the
pposite aide of the cave and showed then the pas-
age through vhich he and his companions had
scaped, but neither promises nor threats could in-
uce hirn to enter and conduct them within. Seve-
ai had entered, but returned, failing in their

ttempts ta find their way through a passage barely
ufficiett ta admit a mian'a dragging himself for-
ward, while lying at fuil length on his breast, and
vhich had been purposely made stili more difficult,
xcept to those familiar with its turnings. By
int of his descriptions and repeated trials, they
had advanced far enough ta hear the voices of those
vithin, and severai therefore were about entering ta
nake sure of their prey on the first surprise.

Squire Harry and Cato,from the silence prevailing
ince the last attack, were congratulating themselves
on their escape, when the flash of a pistol, and
immediately after, the glance of torches showed
them the impossibility of escaping. Retaining his
self-possession, and resolved ta seli his life as dearly
as he could, Squire Harry retreated behind a pro-
ection of the cave, and awaited the first advance of
the enemy. Ta the offer of life on surrender, he
answered : " Come and take me !''

It was evident ta his enemies that in his present
situation, he who should tirst advance imust fali a
sacriâne ta the fire of sa desperate a foc. Their
hesitation, and the absolute refusai of some,
to be the probable victim of his fire, drew forth the
taunts and laughter of Squire Harry, who, fearing
treachery, had abandoned ail hope of escape, and
being determined never ta be taken alive, was study-
ing only revenge. His enemies still increasing, by
entering through the secret passage, their courage

grew proportionately ta their numbers, and while
they were meditating a rush ta take him by a
coup de main,they ivere terror struck by the voice of
Squire Harry warning them, that the first move-
ment of any ta take them would be the signal for bis
setting fire ta the store-room of povder by vhich
he stood.

Several of the assailants nearest the passage
immediately began ta withdraw, and one after
another of the party, destitute of any regular and
acknowledged leader, unwilling ta be the victim,
re.entered the passage, tilt Squire Harry and Cato
vere again left alone. Again the assailants called

a council of var,and it was resolved ta build a fire at
the mouth of the passage ta reduce the enemy ta
terms. The smoke within soon became dense, and

as a last resort Squire Harry was urging Cato tO
escape through another passage below the magazine
too narrow ta admit of bis own body getting through.
Again the attempt was made ta squeeze his body
into the smallest possible compass, but in vain.
Though gaining admittance, the rsgged cOrner&


