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THE SWEATING SYSTEM.

It would appuar gl the sweating sys-
tem 18 Lo a greater or less extent prevalent
m Toronto, I fact, an imquiry condue-
ted uder the auspiees of the Ddes and
Labor Connerl of that ety shows that m
connection with certsan cheap john cloth-
myg shops, hands are employed in the
filthicst dens mnacinable, some of them
for us much as hteen hours per day, m
return for the puful wages of 8150 to 83
per week.  The wearers of woods thus
mannfactured surely do not realize that
it is not clothing they’re wearing out, but
hunan creatures' lives  Certain members
of the Council, 1t is only fair to say,
denennced the rep ot as asa exagseration.,
ft certainly ought to be, as this labor i3
even proportionally far worse paid than
the ordinary Chinese article.

An inguiry is, we are gl to notice, to
be inaugurated into this alleged condition
of things, and we sincercly hope that it
will be extended ta the citiesof Montreal,
Quebee, Hamilton and London, whae
* hand me down ™ clothing is largely pro-
duced. This syxtem of sweating as it is
termed 18 wost baveful inits intlucuce,
and 2 stop should be put to it, as destroy-
ing not alune the lives of thuse who are
dircctly concernedy, but of those whose
fathets and wothers these il clad, il fed
and badly hous.d worhers are destiued to
bhe.  But amid all this sgualer and star-
vativn, can 1 be otherwise than that the
clothing wide shall be charged wath the
germs of disase & be distributed amonyg
For

thuse who parchise and weat at,
years amd Feass, vigorous cideasors have
beetr made to s Lunpe vat tns ciding el
nuevertheless it eaasis, and s hively to do
until sume wore ctlective wicans are
yet been ue-

Su
tahen than any which have
vised ot attanpted.

THE ANTIPODES.

The Coaadien Journal of Fabries has
vecently published u well theught out
article an this subjert, which it prefaces
with the remark that the spaahle with
Canzida asin the the United Seates has
been thar the very solidarity of counuer-
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'ciul interests, Inngunge and social ¢ nnee-
Ptions has made us too self- absorbed, in
Ifact, we have become narrowed ~parochial,
indeed by our  continental isolation.
While we do not agree with all this, we
must admit that thcro hus been a ten-
deney i that  direction, although we
have upon numerous occasions made en-
deavors to extend the sphere of our
intluence and of our commerce relations.
Our contempaorary, while having its eye
mainly fixed on commercial interests, has
congidernble to say on the subject of jm-
perial connections and  imperial interests
and objects, whereas, as Canadians, the
idea should be “much as 1 may love
Great Britain and the Empire, T love
Canada better, and am more concerned
in her material advancement than in the
sentimental questions that are continually
being brought up and emphagized upon
alast every oceasion.”

We are reminded that the recent inter-
colonial conference at Ottasma has taught
us that ¢ we are simply one of a family
of peaples growing up under one empire,
and having common aims and ambitions,
and each developing special resources and
nativnal characteristics that will make us
necessary counterpart in the great
empire that seems dest*ned, under Provi-
dence. to impgse and proclaim the millen-
nial peace upon the world.”  We must
confess to having a liking for this idea of
national unity : but, in order to attain it
and its best results, there must not be—as
we fear, is too prominent—the idea of all
the wiving being on the one side and all
the taking on the other.  Some of the
colonies iave already shown their disin-
clination to make any more concessions
than they can avod, while Canada has
wamfested the utmost wagnanimity in
conceding  almost everything  that s
wanted, trusting to Providence or to the
future for her reward.

We may be parochial in o measure, but
way not the same be said of the people
who hve under the Southern Cross—only
to a buwer extent. ! \Weare couteut to
watt o see how they will be prepared to
meet the situation 3 but we want them to
de something soon s the way of recipro-
city in therr local tavitls with wlich it will
then be possible to deal. Lt them show
ther smeerity 1 the question of relations
with Canada by taking action in this
direction, following it up by assuming a
faarer share of the burdens of the steam-
boat and cable service than at least some
of them appear at present disposed to
shoulder.

H Y

LETTER CARRIELS.

THIE

\s we said in our last, we cannot but
regard the position of the letter carriers
and  third-class post oftice clerks as an
cxceptionally hard one.  With the full

amount, including salary and allowanco—
210 in all per month, less 90 cents fur the
superannuation fund, in which many of
them are not likely to be participants—
the position, owing to the miserable wages

paid, is regarded by many as a mere
temporary wmaheshift.  Scarcely one of

these oflicials is, on this account, ready to
stay any longer than he can help.  The
jobis not asoft one.  In ull kinds of
wenther, the postmian is obliged to go his
rounds, aad the public are pussibly more
exacting upon him than upon any other
class of ofticial. For all that he has to do,
even before the provisional allowanee was
knocked off; he had only 133 per day,
How many of the least skilled of Iaborers
receive as little for theie sevvices 7 13ug
deducting the 810 provisional all. wance
per month, us has heen done, what is
there in 97 cents a day for an intelligent
man, for the letrer carvier must be able to
read and write, and it wonld never do to
send out on work like this many men
whose only zbility is te do work of the
hardest and roughest kind 7 ‘the third-
class post ailice ulcrl\s and letter carriers
of Victoria are a desirable cluss of citizens.
Many of them are married men with
families, to whom small as is the ;unount,
the 310 ditference bevween SI0 and $40
meins the difference between Lae ragued
edge of starvation and the ability to
maintain  themselves. Jut even then
there can be no possibility of putting by
anything fora miny day, and, in conse-
quence, st the very best, the vuly hope of
wany of the carriers is that when they
are gone, Providence or some one wmore
kindly than the Postmaster-General will
supply the families they leave with the
necessit.es which a paternal government,
no matter how in its fiseal policy it may
and is making rich men richer, contrives
to rob certain classes of its own em-
pluyes and make the general public poorer
and poorer the longer they live.

Sir Adelphe Caron, who is at. present
abroad, should have seen to this matter

before he went away, otherwise his
cabinet colleagues ought to have given

orders that for the present. no chaunges
should have been wade in the direction
complained of. Asit is it luoks almustas if
the hon. gentleman had set the thing in
operation and then gone away to aveid
having to deal with the jnnnediate conse-
quences of the course pursued.  But we
may remark that the $10 per nunth jata-
visional allowance was voted by Parlia.
ment last sessivn for the Victoria statl,
Why was it then withheld?  1Is it the
intention to make n new deal and, as
some have supposed, to divide the amount
so voted with the letter carriers of the
newly constituted delivery service 2t Vaue-
couver? This would be wmanifestly
unfair.  The House of Conumnons did nnt
vote the money with that object in view,



