
CANADIAN DRUGGIST. 213

Dr. Stiebel ofiers somte danger by the pos-
sible presence of arsenîic in the zinc pow-
der, whiclh mighît give rise to arsenical
hydrogen, the author advises operatig in
the open air or in a laboratory having a
good drauglit.-/'aris /ho/<gr.apår.

Bromide Solutions.

Plain solutions of broinides are very
often reconnnended for the purposes of
suddenly arresting developtient, keeping
back certain portions of the image by
local application, and for stopping any
continuing action of the developer.

After liaving frequently used themi for
these purposes we aie inclhnied to think,
first, it is necessary to bc cautious in
adopting these special ieastres, and,
secondly, thait there is another use to
which these solutions imay be put. W'e
have not niade any systeiatic experiients
with regard to the action of these so-
lutions, but have noticed wlien making
an occasional use of themn that they are
very liable to affect the nage in a way
that is sonetines detriniental and occa-
sionally advantageous.

They are no doubt effective iii retard-
ing any future action of the developer,
but they nitist certainly have a reducing
effect upon the iniage that is already out,
or we should rather say they convert it
into silver broniide, which afterwards dis-
solves in the fixing solution. A weak so-
lution of a bronide applied to a partially
developed negative reduces to a certain
e,:tent the density that lias been alrcady
obtained, and a stronger solution not only
reduces the density, but destroys /hefiner
de/ail. It is therefore very advisable to
use wcak solutions 0111y On such images.

If applied after developiient is coi-
plete, but before fixation, the sane effects
cain be observed in a greater or lesser de-
grec, according to the strength of tie so-
lution, and having noticed this we have,
with a fair atmount of success, attenpted
to reduce over-developed, or to clear
fogged, negatives by soaking tiie in a
solution of a bromide before fdxing. hie
details are at this stage nuch stronger
than they are when incompietely devel-
oped, and are therefore less likely to bc
seriously damiaged, though they are
affected by a very strong solution.

Somte systenatic experimients with so-
lutions of the different broiides, varying
in strength, tmade tipn images produced
by various developers, iliglht possibly lead
ta useful results. It will probably be
found that the effect upon at amîidol.de-
veloped image is much greater thar that
produced upon one developed by pyro,
but this is only a conjecture. If fog can
be reduced ta a mininum by' >rolonged
soaking in a very dilte solu/ion without
danage ta the detail, a great deal will be
gained. We have frequently cleared off
surface fog in a similar manner, but as
we generally did it. in more or less of a
hurry, and used a strong solution, some of
the detail went too. It is hardly safe to
attemipt anything in this way util deve-

lopmttent is coimplete, as the bronide ap.
pears to destroy the undeveloped latent
image very readily, so that unless we are
dealng wvith a bad case of over.sposure
the reniedy Produces worse results than
the disease.

As a rule we should advise that a plain
solution of bromide should not be applied
to a correctly or slightly under.exposed
image, under any circmînistances, excepting
for the purpose of reducing over.develop-
ient.

T'he action of the broiide upon the
image is slown by the gradual formation
of a white deposit ; to what extent the
action will go on we do not know, neither
cati we tell why it only takes place before
fixation and not after.-/Mo/i. Notes

Pharmacy Abroad.

xci.:.-Mr. Pictro Farini, of the Farmnacia
Sempreviva, Ferrara, lias issued a circular
to Italian pharnacists, proposing that a
national pharmnacettical congress should
be held in Ferrara, the objects being the
reunion of pliarniacists, the discussion of
scientific topics and of the various laws
and regulations Which affect the practice
of pharinacy in Italy.

A Piaamcv Bi.î. ,s Nxrat..-The
Natal Parliament lias before it a Mill
dtafted by the Pharniaceutical Society of
that colkny providing for the due quahfi-
cation of niedical men and pharnacists,
organizing a nedicai council and a phar-
nacy board, restricting the sales of poisons
to registercd persons, and prescribing cer-
tain precautions vhen such substances
are sold. Several members objected
strongly to the monopoly which the Bill
seemed to create. and the Prinie Minister
aduntted there was much force in the ar-
gments of those who opposed the Bill.
It was intimated that poisons used lby
farniers, and sheep-dips especially, should
be exenpted froml the BIl, and, on the
understanding that in this and in certain
other respects it should bc anended, the
Bill was read a second time.- CIemist
and Drnggist.

A Ni.w RussIA. PHti.XNI.cv La.w.-A
iew piharmacy law is about to be enacted
in Russia. lie clemnists of thait ccantry
do not like it at aIl ; but then it is, with
tlem, miainly a case of " Do as you aie
told, and don't argue." The two princi-
pal innovations are the proposed limita-
tion of phariacy licenses in proportion to
the nîumber of population and of lire-
scriptions dispensed in a given area, and
the riglt to be conferred tpon district
councils, national institutions, and benevo
lent societies approved by government, of
establishing cheiss' shops of tieir own,
open to the public. It is even intended
to cnact that such bodies or socictie,
shall be given the preference over private
applicants in cases where there is compe-
tition for the license. hie Russian phar-
maccutical societies are doing what they

cai to oppose the projected reforiais.
They have drawn the attention' of the
Medical Council to the objectioalle
character of the comtpetition tu which it
is intended to expose theum. With regard
to the limitation of the nutimber of shops,
they suggest thait the following standard
should be establislhed . li large cities one
pharmancy for every 2o,ooo inhabitants or
20,000 prescriptions ; in towis, of :froi
5,o000 t 3o,ooo population one piaiacy
for every 7,000 inltabitants or 6,ooo pre-
scriptions ; and in saller places one
pharnacy for every 5,ooo inhabitaits or
4,000 prescriptions.

D:Awrir1 ol' FOREIGcN AlIEDICINIts IN
CIsaý.--Actintg.Coisil Brady,in hisreport
on the trade of lehang, China, last year,
niakes the followmg reitarks, by wYhich
English dealers in drugs ouglit to profit
Foreign medicines and worim tablets
figure in the import table to the value of
15,774 taels (£25oo), but, unfortunately,
no details are given. Foreign drugs are
mnuch appreciated by natnes, especiailly
quinie, which secms to be umîversally
known, but there are few places in the
iiterior where tihey cati bc purchased.
Local chemists ini Hong.Kong and Shang-
hai have their agents, it is true, in somte
of the larger cilies, but the quantities they
dispense, I amî told. are too large for the
requiremients of the ordinary native, to
whoim a disbursenent of 40 cash (say Id.)
is often considerable. I consider a large
business imiglt be done by aty enterpris-
ing wholesale firi Who would mlîake uap
tmtedicitnes in an attractiïe fori, small
quantities, with full and concise directions
in Chinese on the vrapper. Wori t.
lets are exposed for sale on the Street
stahls of alnost all the cities in the cighteen
provinces, besides being hawked about
the country by pedlars, an'd why should
not other iiedicines lhe muade as poptilar ?
Quintinie is an article for wlicl travellers
are continuaillybeing besieged by Chinese,
wlo consider it a panacca for aIl ills, and
the denand for il would soon increase if
it were placed on the market in a chteapi
fori, say id or a1 Jd. the dose, cither
with or without the necessary saîts, for the
relief of nialarial fever. There are niany
other simple remîedies which suggest titm.
selves, such as sulphur ointmîent, for ich,
whici is virtually unknowi a.iongst the
Chiinese for this coiplaint; boracic ac:d,
for ophthalitia, by the use of whiclh lialf
the cases of inpaired sight miiiglt bc
avoided ; santonine, for intestinal com11i-
plaints ; iodine, for ringwoni; zinc oint.
ruent, for sores; and a good purgative
pill, as well as an anti-diarrhtoa niedicine,
aIl of which are amongst the cltcapest ut
drugs in the British Phîarnacopceia.
Once fairly placed on the market, I att
convinced a ready deiand would spring
up for these articles, and the relief Ithey
would afford to thousands would be in-
calculable, besides bringing in no smali
profits to the cnterprising forcigner who
first succeeded in establishing a reptha-
tion for them. The essential conditions
of success, however, are thait the iedi.


