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Druggists’ Profits,

The druggists of Torouto are very
Justly incensed at the unwarrantable
attack made upon them by the Evening
Telegram, which under the guise of acting
in the public interest, songht to show that
the druggists’ patrons paid for the use of
technieal names irrespective of the value
of the wmaterial furnished under them.
As the public in general are most willing
to believe what they know least <nbout,
the paper was enatld to wake out, in
their estimation, o fair and vewonable
case. It gocs without saying, however,
that no changes in city prices, which are
based upou fair and universal grounds,
will result from the attack made, in which
the Telegram is copying the example set
by a reporter of the New York IFerld in
oo of those periodical attacks which
seem to afflict some poriions of the daily
press, but in which they are pecaliarly
unhappy in the selection of their subject
and display their iznorance in the treat-
ment of it.  Writers on subjects of this
kind ave apt to go so far astray that theiv
calealations are frequently made cn n
very crroneous basis.  As we have stated
in these columus before, the cost of an
article cannot be based mevely on the in-
voice price at which the goods are pur-
chased from the jobber, as once the goods
are placed in the store an additional
percentage must be added for rest, insur-
surance, salavies and other incidental
expenses connected with the sale of these
goods, as well as deprecintion in values,
loss in handling, ete.  Then added to this
the skill which must be etiployed in the
sale and dispensing of medicines. Does
the public give fair consideration to the
fact that they arc protected in these
watters By strivtly  enforced laws, in
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which the druggist s amenable for any
transgression of them, and do they con-
sider that the druggist sceves faithfally
his four yeiars of constant study and
passes his severe esamination for what !
In order to reap riches, to lay by wealth
and live in ease and comfort 7 1 so, very
few gain the goal of their ambition,  No,
rather from alove of their profession and o
true protector of the people’s interests in a
case Which may be lite or death. Does the
physician who werdy makes a dingnosis
of @ case, and writes a preseription, neake
only the same charge as & man who would
oceupy the same time in the prrformance
of ovdinary manuad Libor ?

Tt is stated that in the course of the
interview by the veportee “a well known
doctor informed  the  Pelegram that a
druggist had to put in just one eighth the
study that a doctar had, and  to giaduate
had to attend the College of Pharmacy
for only one term, lasting in all three or
four months.”  We have yet to learn at
what college the physivian pnts in his 32
yoars tevin, for this woukl be cight tinwes
the length of the student in phavimaey,
Passibly this is the college fiom which
the other physician giaduated who says
be preseribed Sagqaa ealens,” a preparation
we must confess unknown to the pharma
cist of the present generation,  Aud by
the way, speaking of preseriptions, on
what ground can a physician justify  the
charge of two dollars for prescribitg iu a
cue which he himself declated was un
neeessary.  But loohing at another phase
of the subject, we are told that in one
case that the stote was found Cosed and
the night bell soanded. The propaictor
appeared and put up the  prescuption.
Why, if the dragaist is looked upon as a
mere tedesman, should he be at the heek
and eall of anyone who might postpone
his purchase until so late an hour ! Op,
why should 2 druggist be eapeeted to give
his skill and knowledge of wmedicines  and
the proper preparation of them without
proper remuncration ? This  the public
ueither expects nov wishes,  “The laborer
is worthy of ‘his hire,” aud certainly the
more skilled the labor, the more respon.
sible and arduous the duties, the larger
and more adequat » should be the remun-
cration,

Professor Sittiy, of Strashurg, has, it is
said, made the important discovery that
pyoctanin, an aniline derivate, is an also
Iute destroyer of pus in any quantity.

Profossional and Practical Phar-
macy.

1t has long been a debatable poiol ax
to whether the practico of pharmacy can
property be tevined professwnal, and while
the wrater nutkes no pretensions of being
nble to sohve so knotty a question, ho s
perfectly willing to gue s views upor
the matter,

The requisites esseutial to secure pro
fesstonabism are, usually, adehmte train
e for a spectlie purpose, the time and
nature of suelt tramnng bemge controlled
by legislative enactiment | the state thus
beeomng a sponsor for the member upon
whom 1t ultimately confers the professivn
al mantle,

Up to this point we can redily agree
that, in @ comparative sense, the pharg
ast e fulfilling  the conditions requived
of hon by the state to enable him to
practiesy 1s farly  entitled to the profes
stonad appellation conferred upon others
fultithing  sinular  conditions  for  other
prrposes. Here, howeser, the connection
cnds, ax while others commence to prace-
tice purely in a pofessional sense the
pharmactst embraces trade with  his pro
fesstional work 5 the tinde portion com
prising the deahing i articles free to the
sale of any tradesman,  while the profes
sional portion must remain ander bis sole
coutrol, or those quahtid in a similar
manner, as members of the medical pro
fesston, Fhe fact that the phacmacist is
obliged to win sustenance very lavgely by
ovdinary means of trade and in comspetition
toa great estent with those cousidered
on a somew hat lower scale in difd's work,
very matcrally  afleets the professional
aspueations, which wmgght otherwise be
entertained. 1€ 1s teue e this, however,
as m other professions, that we ave w hat
we mike oursebves,  The peputation of
the body 15 the cambined reputation of
its members, I oue inclinations  are
acquisitive we natwally pursie a4 course
havimg that end wm view, and as the
professional part of our wurk offers but
fow allurements to the lover of the *tevil
root,” the practieal trade puttion is at
tended to 1 such st manuer as to speedily
secure for us the reputation of shrewd and
capable business men. These who on the
other hand devote their lives and energies
1o professional attainment ave obliged to
satisfy themselves with honorable distine-
tion as the only trophy obtainable, and
with the theught that however little they
may personally have benetitted, they have



