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“:Kindlyv-re-enter-my-name vn-your books for -Bookseller
sunl Stationer. 1 desivé—to recaive same-reguinry, because -1
findat:incaluableand-acenrate "=V 6 R. Archambault, Sher-
brocke
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A POINT WELL TAKEN.
D):ETAVIEER'S™ letter in anotlier column brings fore-
R il to-light a-crvmg evil, which should be remedi-
ed forthwity by the trade. The practice of selling books
diteet 1o the consutne? Nas been long fellowed by certain
publishing houses. That in most cases it 1s a praclice,
moust ualatt lo the retall bookseller, vannot be denied,
aml we ik Retale ™™ s perfectly jusufied in @akinga
dectded stand agamnst it

The legrimale channel of trade is from pubhisher, to-
hookseller, to cotisumer. H a publisher wishes 1o ignote
the bookseller anu ga dird@l fo the consumer, Iel him 1y
f1 o s eutiely He mav have 1o establish his agencies
i wwelt fown and uallage m the counliy, but even that
would be cmanently Taiwr compared wiith the back-door
policy Tew In Vopue.

Su long s~ a publisher must depetnd on the hooksellers
ol the tountty Tor the distributios of We greal bulk of
Ts books, 11 1s only Tant that he should give the hook-
sellet overy upportunty 1o <Ay ot theit irade suecess-
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fully. To solicit business from hookseller and consumer
at one and the same time -is, so-far as -the -booksellet -is
concerned, stretching the-golden rule-a little -too-far.

The remedy -suggested- by *‘Retailex’’ is -possibly the
only one that is-available. Now-is the time that -a-good
live retail organization of hooksellers ‘would have come
m most handy. Unfortunately, the-experience of associa-
tion work tried two-vears ago-was-not-of-the-encouraging
nature it should havé béen. The lukewarmness -of the
trade was lamentable, and the indiflerence then shown
proved most discouraging to those- individuals who took
the matter up. Our advice in the present emergency
would be to revive the work once more. Individual pro-
tests will do little good, while a strong association can
be -made -to-do- wonders. . . -

- e

-Booksellerand-Stationer-has-no frec list. Every copy iz
paid for. Wecover 95 percent of the:trade
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JANUARY BOOK TRADE.

ANUARY has heen an extremely quiet month in the
J, ook trade, as out repoifs from book ceéntres will
testily. There have been-practically. no-new books -on the
market, and-onlv a-limited-call=-for the-best ofzlast Fall's
publications. A few paper editions bave-been- comirg-out
at intervals and more are -promised for this month. The
Spring publishing season will not -begin-uytil well on in
March, though a few hooks will appear in the -meantime.

Publishers have néarly all returnicd=from their trips to
foraagn -markeis and-are-making-selections-from-the:manu-

. senipts submitted them. By the time of our next issue,

we will be able to supply our readers with more-definite
information on -what books can be looked forward to.
Accotiding to all reports the season is exceptionally late
e starting in the United: States.

“The Prospector™ continued to-sell-all=during_January.
1ts sales have -now -passed-the 22;000-mark, and-bhid:fair-to
attain J0;000 before the-end of the year. ‘‘The Masquer-
ader™ sold well, if_any hook can-be-said -tg-have-done-so0.
“God’s Good Man™ also kept up its sales to -a certain
extent. Among other booksi in demgﬁd wer¢ “Df. Luke
of the Labrador,” *‘Beverly of Graustark,” and “The
Man- un the Box.”

Our-coverslesigns-are-unique and .are specinlly prejarcd
for-us by ‘thebest-artistsin cover-designing )
L ] 7; L J
TFRENCH-CANADIAN-COPYRIGHT.

3 NGEISH papers-have-of late-been-relerring -to-threat-
A=+ ched trouble -over -the inlringement -of--copyright in
French authots” works in the Province of Quebec. The
practice of approprialing the works of wmodern French
authors and plavwrighls has ‘been -long noticeabls in
French Canada. hut 12 has never ‘been-deemed of-suflicient
mpariance 1o watrant the interveution of -the legal au-
thonities. However, the-matter apparently-is coming-to-a
nead and-a- lest case may be looked-for.

The question tevives in another form the whole probt-
lem of-Camadian-copynight. Is Canada-bound-by the-Brit-
1sh copynight laws or-has she-the-power to-makezher own
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