
BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

least being " H9allowe'en in Canada," a rich tale of
how a couple, yeara happily narriod, pou ted for days,
and spoke not till each, following the custom of Hal
lowe'en, found again their tongues-and their happi-
nless.

We are sorry wye cea do but scant justice to this
admirable work-the principal poem, Marguerite, we
do not even t>ucl. The lateness of the arrival of thu
book, and the necessity for imnnediate issue of the
paper, is our apology to the author if ve have done
him but scant justice.

We regret that it lias not been earlier introduced
to the trade, purchases of such works having been
made months ago for holiday time, but even nov ve
would cordially advise the addition of some copies.

The work is published by Dawson Bros., Montreal,
at $2, and is fittingly and handsomelv bound iii scar-
let and gold, the cover handsomely designed, while
a red lino border beautifies each page.

THE NEW NOVEL.

Te the joint authorship of G. Mercer Adam and
Miss A. Ethclwyn Wetherald we are indebted for a
Canadian novel in a department of literature hiliterto
little worked by native writers, and dealing with an
era of our history little known to our countrymen.
The period is the rather distracting interval in our
political history between the war of 1812 and the
Rebellion of 1837, vhen the Province was under
the autocratie rule of the "Fanily Compact." It
is this period which the authors have endeavoured
to illustrate by the production of an historical ro-
mance entitled "An Algonquin Maiden," and by
the presentation in its pages of the various types of
the races - English, French, and Indian - vhich
have figured si picturesquely and ronantically in
Canadian nationality. This pleasingly-written story,
while it attracts and interests the Canadian reader,
vill, by its realism and close following of facts,

do much to stirulate the study of Canadian annais,
and to throw th_ glamour of romance over the Eng-
lish period of the native history. The chief scenes of
the story are Barrie, and the neighbourhood of Lake
Simcoe, the Provincial capital-" Muddy Little
York," and Stamford, and the summer home of the
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Pereguire Maitland. The
proninent characters are the two loves of Edward
Macleod, aon of a navel officer, who had settled on
the shores of Lake Simcoe after the war of 1S12.
Helene de Bercay, the daughter of a French Hugenot
noble, and an Indian maiden of the Algonquin-Huron
tribe. The other persnages introduced, and whose
love affairs the reader will follow with interest are,
Rose Macleod, Edward's sister, and a young land
survoyor, named -Allan Dunlop, who figures promi-
nently in the politics of the tite. The story we shall
not attempt here even te outline, but refer the reader
te it as a work of absorbing interest, written with
inuch charni of manner, an enthusiastic love of
nature, as revealed in the woods and waters of Ca-
nada, and a inanifest familiarity with the politics and
social events of the provincial capital sixty years ago.
Wu congratulato, not only the authors, but Canadian
literature, on the appearance of this successful effort
iii the field of Canadian fiction. We need hardly say
that it is sure to neet vith a wide, and we trust, with
a renunerative sale.
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