
DEMENTIA PR2ECOX.

even earlier thani the fifteenth year and as laie as the
~fitieth.

The grouping of cases under this hiead lias been
described by Kraepclin. He tookz psychoses whicli were
formerly knowvn as disease entities as the catatonia of
Kahlbauni, Hecker's Hebeplirenia. and added the para-
noie formi tû, coniplete tic grouip. To this classification
c4fher forms hiave beeîi aclded. White, in lus text-book,
dt s-cribes Simiple Demnentia, or I-eboidoplhrenîa, Hebe-
pluxetiia, Catqatonia, Paranoid formis, and Mixeil lîorms.

Hc'wever, as Kraepehii lias well said: "Any single
pathog' enic factor inay inake itself kcnown by a great
variety of svmptoms." There is consequently little to be
gained hy efforts to differentiate too sharply between
the va i:,u bdivisions, for m-any symptomis are common
to .11l.

Aetiology.
0f al! li,ntal diseases Dementia Proecox is c.'e in

whichi heredity is the great factor. White states that
every individum1 born in this world bias, if it could be
.determined, a definite potenitiality for development. The
impetus wvhich starts it on its path is sufficient to carry
it a certain definite distance. The predetermined goal in
-each case wvill he reached if nio accident intervenes to
-prevent.

In the subjeets of this disease t:îe original impetus
lias been wveak, only ôufficient to carry themi a short way.
When its force is lýz-yent development stops. Retrograde
processes are hastened, or perhaps immediat'ely initiated,
by somte special physical or mental stress occurring at
the critical point of puibertv or adolescent evolution.

If this is a true conception of the hereditary factor
in these cases it is readily seern that ît hecornes important
to search for debilitating influences in early life, such as
excessive study, masturbation, etc. Again, conditions
affecting the health and strengthi of -the parents at the

-tim-e of inupregnation or during pregnancy, such as
alcoholism and tuberculosis, etc., will be unfavorable


