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tions, and thiose wrho eall theinselves Ildoctor 1 and sign « M.D." to their
naines, who neyer were in a college nior passed a single examinatiun.
Testiinonials have been purchiased froni promitient personsu for wvhich
large sums were paid.

In any measure, or legral enactmnents, passed by thie Gov%,ernmnent to
regtulate the sale of patent medicines, a f ev weIl recoguized principles
shioulci be clearly sct forth. Tlhe makers sbould bc compelled to give
the exact composition of the coipound put on the market; all guaran-
tees oý1 Qu.res should be strictly prohibited, as this is practicaily fraudu-
lent; the publishing of abusive statements about phiysicians and surgeons
should be stopped; ttic righit reserved to examine testimonials for tlieir
grenuiness; and authority to enquire into cases reported as cured.

To show thie abiurdity of soine of these testimionials lot us mention
one. Sonie time ago we saw a reconunendation of a certain mnediéine
fromn a praininienL cleryuîia ; but the amasin-, prt of the -%hIole
affair ivas that the namne of the medicine, was an absurdity and a chemni-
cal impossibility. The thingr mentioned in the nanie could form no part
of the compound. And yet the iniedicine was highily praised by a promli-
nent clergyman!

QUA.CK ADYBUTISE.MENTS AN]) THE ÎNMAILS.

During thie recent session of the fious'e of Gommons, Sir Williami
Mulock introduced the foilowing amnendinent, to the Postal Act:
"It shiall not be lawful to transmit by mail any books, magazines>

periodicals, circulars, ne-wspapers or other publication s -whichi contain
advertisenients representing marvellous, etagntor grossly improb-
able cures, or curative or hcîaling powers, by means of medicines,
appliances or devices referred to in such advertisements." Af ter
soîne discussion, the anieudment was agreed to; but, later on> -'nu
dropped for Mie present. Duriîig the discussion Sir William Mulock,
the Postmaster Generzil, said :-" It wvas necessary to put a stop to tue
methods of scoundrels wvho advertise mnarveilous cures and inake for-
tunes out of the unfortunate sufl'erers. Only the othier day one adver-
tisenient claiming supernatural powers and shockingt in its nature was
publishied. This irwthod of makcing fortunes -,vas one of thie hugest
frauds allowed by the law of the ]and."'

We could point out soine nost scandalous instances of the niost
objectionable stuif beig sent in great quantities by post. In one
instance of recent date, a circular of the înost filthiy character caine into
ont possession, dealing, withi the sexual functions, and containîngt


