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RUPRURE OF THE RECTUS FEMORIS MUSCLE.

BYJKELLYJADDISON, 3.D., FARMERSVILLE.

In my cdition of Druitt's Surgery, reforence is mado, in.a
margoal note,’to a case of rupture of the rectus fomoris musclo,
in tho Med, Gaz., Oct. 19th, 1841, from which I infor that such
accidents aro uucommon. In that caso the rectus did not unite.
Perhaps 1t will, therefure, nul be uninteresting to some of your
readors to direct attontion to the following -—

1. Ajguire, Esq.fot this village, was riding at night over.a
rough road on a loaded wagon, and the wheels on one side coming
in contact with a large stonc m the road, he was suddenly and
forcibly thrown from tho wagon, and, having attompted to save
himsolf by an oflort to abight on hss foot, he dicvuvered, on rising
from the ground, that bo bad lost tho uso of his right leg. T
found, vn examination, the tendon of the rectus fomoris, where it
unites with the upper border of tho patella, compictely soparated
from 1ts attachmont as f cut off with a knifo, Ireely admitting
the edgo of tho handfbetween thom.

As L acknowledged mysolt not very familiar with tho best
possible mothod of treating the case, the pationt summoned Dr.
Brouso, whom I had not tho good fortunc to mcot, but who loft
for mo awritten statomont of hts mothod of treatment. I sabse-
quently wroto to Dr. Ioratio Xates, of Kingston, on tho subjeet,
who promptly gave lis viows, in his usaally kind way. Through
the medium of your valuablo journal, I now bog leave.to stato
tho mothod I adopted, and its rosults.

Lhad in my possession a donblo inclined plane of home man-
ufacture, hollowed out for the thigh as well as for the leg. The
hinge was romoved and a straight picce of -board was screwed to
the bottom of cither picco, 50 as to provent any motion at the
Jjoint. The limb, being placed init, the foot was bound to tho
foot-board, which was the fixed puint iu the apparatus.

At about the muddio of tho thigh, on the uppor edge of the
thigh picco, on. aither side, I attached a small picco of -tape.
Taking a picco of olasuc, such as 1s used for garters, and making
it of doublo thickness by means of a number of stitches at short
spaces, to increaso tho tension, 1 fastoned one end of tho olastio



