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Minist1er of Publie Instruction with ail its accompanying duties
and responsibilities. If I had some ristrust as to my fitness or
ability to diseharge these peculiar duties, I was cheered by the
thoughit that I was to be aided by each of you. Now that I
have had the opportunity of meeting you face te face, and of
hearing your views on education-to which the long experience
of many of you lends great weghit,-hope lias given place to
the conviction that I have able assistants in you and that with
your wiliing and intelligent cooperation Isjhall sticeed( in the
tindertaking.

I«am highly plised, G entlemien, iith the resuits of the confer-
ence just closed, wvith the ivork done, andl particiilarly
wvith the way in whiclh it ivas donc. You have 1ormed, 1
think ajust and proper estiniate of our system cof ed1ucation, -
one, believe, kngi alin a, ivt- ill compare
favourabiy with those ot other counta-jes. The resuits of the
working of our Sehiool laiv have thus fair been'se satisfactory
that ini oui- recent deliberations we have iin no way changed the
basis of the systeni, but mereiy made suchi modifications of
detail as chiange of circumistances and even tue pogos f'
education necessitated.

These modifications, ee, are 'lot %vitlîout tlîeir import-
ance, and arn glad of the occasion to express mnv alpîeciation
et thejudicions amendmneùts you have 1,roposcd, as well as thie
enlightened spirit which dictatcd your observations.

But if there be one thing iin particular, wvhichî I canniot pass
over in silence, it is the cordial harmony, the fraternal spirit,
so to speak, which characterized your deliberations. lu se large
a body of nion of difierent persuasions, holding dýiffereïit
religions opinions,,-conisequiently with diverse in terests,-i
the goed understanding that exists amongst yen is truly
consoling ; it angurs well, 1 trust, for may ou-n termi cf
cilice, be it long or short, and for the advancement of e(lucation.
t is evident that on this platformn at least, the Juspectors of

801hoo1s7 so fully impressed are tliey withi the importance ot
their mission, can blend their aspirations in one common desire
caxi direct their energies towards the same end, the general
advancement of education, consequently the general geed
of the country. Gentlemen, your mission is, ne doubt, a
laborieus one, but it is aise a noble one. Appointed to aid in
the direction of education, to wvatch over and preserve ail that
is healthy and sound in morals and science, you must necessarily
play an important role in its administration,-a i-oie the
influence of iwhichi it is difficult, if not impossible, to estimnate.
You are the nmirrors in ivhich theo Minister secs the symmetry
or defornîiity of our educational systcmi; you are his lieutenants ;
on you lie must confidentiy rely. In the direction of the
cem-mon scheols of the Province and in the administration of the
law appertaining thereto, 1 consider myscif fortunate an(I
honored in liaving you for fcllow-labourers in the geod cause.

Besides the modifications, relative te the liw itself and the
details of its working, yen have made ,everal suggestions,
Nwhich, though net directly affecting these questions, have,
nleverthelesis, touched on education in general. Your observa-
tions, Grentlemen, are marked by experience and wvisdom,
.1nd( have been offered in ii sud-a kindiy spirit, thiat at a1 more
opuportunîe momient, I shial give thenm the attention they
deserve, net eniy for the great importance attacing te thiein-
sives, but for the respect due te those from vhom they einanate.

la the name and on behiaif of mny two predeeessors, whese
great and valuable services in the cause of education you se
truiy iand propei*ly appreciate, 1 thqnk yen, net enly for the
generous and( gracefu tiibute yen have paid te the memory ef'
thieir labours.

1 wili now say forinîyself, Gentlemen, that some of the eflects
of our intercourse in thc conference just closed, wiil be te
iincrease my esteemn for yen and te (lraw dloser the bonds
that should unite us. While counting on your aid, rest assured,
GTentlemen, that yen iili always have my hearty cooperatien in
the accompiishment of the great and difficult work wve have
un(iertaken-

ostario TeafbCi%*'Ascito , 7.

The Septelinher filiibeI cfiflic UUIUrio Jourwal of Educa-
lion contains a very fuitlîreport Of the Jproceedings cf te
above nained associa tion,the thirteeit annual convention
of which was helci in the TIhIeatr'e of the Normal School
biidings Toronto. For tuie benefil cf Our readjers, wN-ho

may not have had the opportunity of seeing the Jour-nal
mcntioned, we tgive a synopsis or a few of fthe papei-s
read hefore that )Od-v

INDUSTIIIAI. SCucOLS.
31r. Samnuel Mc ilister reaA a paper on the subject of Indus-

trial Schools. Ie remax-ked lie had called attention te lte
condition of vagrant and neglected children five years ago, and
Suggested a method how, many might be r4claimed. Aihougli
thiere liad been discusgion in the press ulpon this subject, yet ne
attempt te deal with this <angerons class of chldren in this
country lîad heen made, and they wei-e ailowed te grow up in
ignorance an(l crime. Aceording toe lc hool Report there
were 38,000 ehidren in Canada between the ages cf five and
tweive ivlio clid net attend sehool,' 5,000Mcf whom were between
é anid 12 years cf age. lie asked the questions :-Where are
these edhldren, and whîat becomies cf them ? hy are there ne
means adepted te train them as other children ? These dhu!dren
aie eft tree clastýses. These whit have ne naturai guardiaus;
those iwhose guardians are indifferent and wiifully neglect
tlîeir careful training ; those wvhese guardians, aithough well
intentioned, lack power auîd influence over their chiidren. A
considerabie portion, lhowever, of those ignorant children grow
up and spcnd uiscfîi lives, as show-n by many whio mark their
inability te wirite, but a lar-ge portion go te sweil the ranks of
vice, for vice works hiand in lhand with ignorance and idleness.
Xccording te the Prison Inspector's Report, three-fiftlîs of
the prisoners lad ne education, or were very imperfectiy
educated tu-o-thirds cof thiese were put (0w-n as labourers, or
ihaving ne occupation. lie conqidei-ed impîisonment had very
littie geod effeet on prisoners. Many of tIc prisoners were in
gaol from recommitmnents. Ie liad hfinself seen a bey who
expressed satisfaiction at being sent te, gaci for six weeks. By
tIe Prison Inspectoî-'s Report, one-third cf the gî-ess commit-
tais te prison were recomnmitments. The plans on which
prisons in Canada were ccnducted were subversive cf the
refoî-mation cf the inmates. It had been asscrted by the
Toronto gaoler that lie lîad more hope for a boy committed foir
6)4 heurs than one committed for 24 weeks. Ie remarked on
what lie considered the inaccurracies cf the returus made ont
as te the cost cf the maintenance cf prisoners. The cost cf
eacI prisoecr in 187î2 ivas rcturned as $15.40-it slîould be $ -0.26;
this divided by thc average numbei- cf days prisoners were
committed -27-1 days-wonid give $1.6 per day, or $7.42 per
week ;i this was a liberal aiiowance for eriminals. The question
was ; ow shouid tiîey reform titis class ? Compelling them te
attend school had been tried, but there remaincd another plani
yet nntried; conipieteiy withidrawing tim from the vice with
whîicli they are surrounded, and putting them into an industriai
sdioci, where they conid get a proper training and be tauglit
habits cf industry The liarer spoke cf the satisfactory resuits
cf the working at the Wester-n Huse cf Refuge, Rochester, et'
similar establishments at Philadeiphia, Massachusetts, and
Neiw-York. 75 per cent cf the children sent te thc seliooi iii
Massachusetts are reported as doing well ; two-thirds of those
dischîarged frein Industrial Homes in England and Philadelphia
iere îepoîted as doing weii. This ivas sufficient te warrant
the establishmnent cf sucît an institution in Canada. The age
cf the imates averages from 12 te 14 years. The cost of the
Western House cf industry 'vas $260, which is decreased te
$1.95 ; New York Ilise cf Refuge $2.21, decreased te $1 24 ;
Philadeiphia $2.47, decreased te $145; average cost, $1 55.
At the Massachusetts Home the cost was $3, which ho supposcd
was the actuai cost of ecd inmate. The paper further deaIt
with the subjeet cf the necessity for the estahlishing cf ait
Industrial School for Canada. The Reformatory at Penetan-

<usen id net correspond withî thie lieuses cf Refuge men-
toe.A model Industrial Sohool should ho established here

nearly on the saine plan as tîtat at Ph ladeiphia; that ecdi
municipaiity should ho caiied on te contribute' towards it
according to the number cf ehiidren sent, and aise colleet the
cost from the parents cf thc children. There was need cf an
Industrial School in Toronto, so that the dhldren found about
the streets miglit ho sent te school. Dr. Kelly asked if the
Truant Officer's services were found effective in Toronto. Mr.
McAlister said his services had been effective and satiBfacto ry,
se far as te the decrease cf truants, and in his school there had
been an increased attendance. After some further dL@dftxaicn,
Mr. J. P. Groat moved, and Mr. Searlett, cf Cobourg, seoiuded,
14Tliat this Association have considere4. the subjeet of an
Iiii'sstrial Schooi, and believe tliai suci a sedhool, if Qstablishced
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