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daunted faith. Manhood and womanhood with this definition and exercise
mean more than heretofore ; the term missionary comes to be almost syn-
onymous with hero and saint; and the movement which can command
such devotion and exhibit such sublime virtues is placed beyond success-
ful assault in the honor and respectful veneration of mankind.

There are not wanting signs that these days of strife and blood ave to
be the prelude to a new expansion of Christian work. In the height of
the Arian controversy, when Julian was striving to restore heathenism and
displace the Christian faith, Athanasius gttered this brave and foreseeing
word : ¢ Nubecula est, transibit ;7 it is a little cloud, it will pass away.
In like assured faith we believe that this night of storm and death will
soon give way to the gracious dawn and a glorious day. The mission
churches are being sifted, their Christian faith tested, their love confirmed.
The missionaries ave binding the hearts of the people to them with hooks
of steel, by sharing their fortunes, by giving them the protection of their
presence, and by the ministry of relief. 1In the coming days their words
will have unwonted authority, their persuasions and counsel will be well-
nigh resistless. Aud the Christian life, thus deepened and sublimed, will
overflow on every side, will fill the land and make the empire a kingdom
of righteousness and peace.

THE GREAT CONVENTION OF STUDENT VOLUNTEERS AT
LIVERPOOL.

BY THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.

One of the most significant gatherings of this century, if not of all the
centuries, held its opening sessions in the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion hall on the evening of January 1st, with the Lord Bishop of Liver-
pool (Dr. J. C. Ryle) in the chair.

A more representative gathering of young mein and women, having in
view the foreign missionary field, has doubtless never before convened. This
alone sets on this convention the special mark of s unique distinetion. A
thousand delegates were present, representing at least thirteen different
nationalities, and all branches of the Protestant Church and the whole wide
world. It stirred one’s deepest emotions to see them filing in, one by
one, Chinese and Japanese, Hindus and Armenians, Africans and Ameri-
cans, Swedes, Norwegians, Danes, Germans, Swiss—all shades of com-
plexion, all varieties of race, all peculiariiies of feature, all languages of
carth, finding representation in one great assemblage, and all forgetful of
minor differences and diversities in the great unity of the Spirit, acknowl-
cdging one Lord and essentially one faith. One could only think of the
words of our Lord, * They shall come from the East and the West, from
the North and South, and sit down in the kingdom of heaven.”

It was an awe-inspiring gathering, It seems to mark a new era and



