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-%vorking. The reasonl for this is plain. The missionary's timo is ai-
îîîost sure to be broken iii upon at ail heours and iii a thousand ways,
and s0 it is necessary tlîat hie shîould be able to sit down evei for liaif
an heur, ýand so concentratte bis inid on Lis wvork that hie cati acconm-
plish something evexi iii that short tiine. I-owever mixod his wvork
may be, hoe nust not let bis thîougits get inixed.

-And now, in regard te preparation for the mission field after de-
ciig eboeea isi yr: First, do nzot put ofJ decicding wchatfteld

to go to ivntîl neair th1e tùne of goig. It is voîry common for young
mon or wouien to say, "Whenc; I liave finishied my edacation. and ai'n
ready to go, thon 1 will dooide whoere te go." Such a plan eau oiy
resuit iii injuring future usefulness, and for the following rear,-ons:

Betwveen the time whieu a mnan decides to go into tbe foreigri field
andI the time ivhen lio starts, lie oughAt, togothier witb. bis othier studies,
to nmake a special study of the geography and hiistory of and the gen-
eral literature about the country to wllich lie is goiag. Froini the
moment lie contemplates mission ivork lie ouglit to consider himself
as bound to become a speciaiist in regard to the country to, which hoe
is gon.It is extremely probable thiat it would be mucli more dif-
fioilt to get hold of the books about a hleathien country iu that, couin-
try itself than in the home land. For instance, if I Nvanted a copy of
the only grammzar which lias been publisbod of tire language of this
people, Korea, I should have te sond, to Japan for one, or else borrow
one and discoxumode my neiglhbor; but iu Newv Y ork I should di-op
iute the Astor Library and ask for tlie Korean, grammar iii French,
written by-lie fathers sent ont by the Societécles -ifissions Étrangères
of Paris. Read ail that cati be read of the country before guiing
thiere. Secondly, by deciding upon tihe field and hiaving it aiways iii
view, and making it a sp)ecial ol)jOCt of prayer, the young nian lias
Iris euthusiasm arousod, aud bis sympathies engaged, and lie cuters
upîoîr the ivork when the tinie comnes with double tihe power tliat lie
otherwise could have.

.Mission life among the coin paratively civilized and cultured I-liuî-
dus is vastiy different frour mission life amongr tire noinadic hordes of
the Tartar lainis, and a man ouglht te knowv which Le is going to a
long tinio before lie gees. Iu deciding wiiat field te, enter, a ruman
iiiust be led largeiy by whiat lio deouns tire needs of the various
inissionary lands. But one thing ouglit to be borne in mind-onc'0
lingruisti c power, or tire power of àcquiiringç language lias a very
gectt dixil te do with succoss iii the, mission field. somoe nuexi

acqire langruagres readily, others withi great difflcuity. I bave
heard it said by a I)roniint and successfal mnissionaryin Cliina
tliat net lialf tlie urissionarios iii that great land are able, or. wili
probably ever be able, te speak the colioquial language readily
aud correctly, net to say fluoutly. 0f course, ne one caîî vottchr


