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it, cither in or out of tho Posscssion, Itleaves
traces which may bo anewerable for anything.
Still, there is no groat reason why the climate
ghould not improve in thy future, as the place
becomes moro civilized and oponed up, aad
better means exist to enablo one to contend
with it. At preseat, fresh food of any kind is
unknown ; nearly everything in the way of
provisioms has to be imported in tins, It can,
therefore, “o readily undorstood that this fact
in itself is suflicie "t to render one loss able to
fight against other :lements.

» - * L3

Missionary ifforts in British New Guinea
were first cctnmonced on the Woodlark Islands
by the Roman Catholics, about the year 1847,
but the mission was a failure, some of the
members being murdered, others dying of fever,
In 1871 the Reve. A, \v. Murray and S. Me.
Farlane placed Polynesian tcachers in certain
£lacos on tho suuthoast coast, on behalf of the

ondon Missionary Society. In 1874 the Rev.
W. G. Lawes weot and took charge of the mis.
sion, establishing the headquarters at Port
Moresby. In 1877 the Rev. James Chalmers
arrived from Raratonga. To those who have
been in British New Guiuea, and seen by par-
soual experience what has to be endured in
the way of hardships and dangers now, it is
possible to form rome emal) idea of what must
have Leen gone through by thoso men who have
dovoted the best portions of their lives to the
cauto of missionary work. If ever men weore
entitled to the admiration and respect of their
fellow men, it is these pioncers of mission work
in New Guinea. In counection with the Lon.
don Missionary Society there are now six gen.
tlemen (includivg Mr. Lawesand Mr. Chalmere)
over a large number of teachers activoly em-
Rﬂoyed carrying on the work so nobly started,
Mainly due to the offorts of tke Rev. W, G.
Lawes, tho whole of tho New Testament has
been translated into the Motu dialect (the one
most known), while many hymus havealso been
trapslated by the Rev. James Chalmers. In
1885, the Roman Catholics started a mission at
Yule Island, in Hull Sound, in conncetion with
the order of the Sacred Heart. This mission
has been doing much useful work, but I deeply
regrot to say that since my arrival in Bogland
I havo heard of tho death of the Right. Rev.
Bishop Verjas, who was the most active mem-
ber of the mission. He was a young, broad-
minded, cnergetic father of the Romau Catholic
Church, and one of whom that Church had
every reason to be proud. His deathisnot
only a loss to them, but a serious one to the
Posgession, In 1891 the Wesleyans, who did
such wonderful work in Fiji. commenced op-
cratioos under the lead of the Rev. V. E.
Bromilow at the east end of British New Guinea,
and their progress since starting has been mar-
velloue. ter in the same year the Anglican
Church started a mission on the neitheast
coast. This body, however, received a great
blow in December of that year, throagh the
death of the Rev, A. A, Maclaren, who was in
charge. He succumbed to malarial fever on
board the Government stcamer when on his
way to Cooktown to obtain change. Ho, too,
was » man whoso death has caused o great
blank, Mo possessed one of the finest and
noblest characters, and his heart was thoroughly
in his work. Itijs in the death of sush men as
tbcse that the progreesof work innow countries
is 80 often retarded, and the efforts of iustitu.
tions so terribly Liighted. The Rev. Copelgnd
King is now in charge of the Ap,ilican Mission.

‘That the missions have done 300d there can
be no doubt. From a statistical point of view
the results may not be vary large, but all mis-
sion work is a question of time, aad the slowest
part is at the ‘commencemeant. ~ Still, the pro.
gress in British New Guinea bas beon steady,
and much good bas been dono by that civilizing
influence " which accompanies the teacher of
religion. The aims of the various missionary
bodies are almost idontical with many of thoso
of the Government, and thus they work hand-
in-hand, each helping cach, unity givin;{’greatcr
speed to progress, till we may reasonably look

forward to no very distant datoe when the
Papuan will have advanced toa far higher stato
of civilizatior, .
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Tho native population of British Now Guinea
is, up to the present, ({uito a question of con-
jeoture, Sir William McGregor, who has had
tho best opr "rtunities of forming an idea on the
eubject, by ceason of his exteusive travels in
the Possession, has put it dowaat certainly not
less than 300,000, while he thinks that 350,000
would be o nearer estimate. The non-native
yopulation in April, 1891, was 272, made up as
}ollo\vs.—Britis , 115, Germen, 4,, Italiay, 2;
Franch, 20; other Fluropeans, 13; Americans, 2,
West lndians, 6, Chincse, 3, Malsys and
Javanesn,18; Polynesians, 89 —total, 272. I do
not think this has iucreased much, if at al,
since that time.,

The valuo of the exports from British New
Guinea for the year ending June 30 last was
£11,289 104., being an increasoof £2,835 9+ 8d.
over nny of the three provious years, Amoayg
the principal articles of cxport, beche e incv,
copra, go'd, pearl shell, curiosities, saudalwooc
aad turtle-shell may be mentioned. Gold, how
ever, which was found some little time ago ir
fair quantities on some of tho islands (prin si-
pally Sudest and St. Aignan) is falling off, as
will be seen by the following comparati.e

table:—

1833-89 188990 1890 91 1891.92
QOunces... 3,850 3,470 2,426 1,235
Value.... £14,389 £12,440 £8,371 £4,322

As thoe export of only a small portion of this
gold was reported in the Possession the total
value of exports is short by tne value of the
quantity of gold not reported, but entered in
wards in Australia, aud of which information
was afterwards obtained to caable the above
table (which I have taken from the lest avnual
report) to be prepared. The imports to the
Possession consist chiefly of food stuffs, drapery,
building materials, and ‘trade’ goods, which
term includes a great varicty of things., The
total value of imports for the year ending June
30 last was £23,756 63. 11d., or an increase over
any of the threoprevious years of £7,652 3s11d.

The revenue derived from the Possession for
the same year was £4,753 16s. 5d., showing an
excess of £1,708 33. 1d. over the best of the
three provious yeara. This increage was most
satisfactory, as it was duo to quict, genuine
progress, and without any exceptional fact
occurring during the year to cavse it. I seo no
reason why this state of affairs should not only
contioue, but still more improve. The progress
was well maintained up to the time of my de-
parturc. The principal item of revenueisdue to
the customs collections, which amounted to
£4,428 143 114 in the last year of which I have
been speaking. The greatest trado is with the
cast end of the Posscssion, and from Samarai
we derive the largest portien of revenue.

In Australia, our nearest ports for trading

urposes and mails are Cooktown ard Thurs.
Bay Island, but the former is the ono most
used. Albeit mail communication with Brit.
ish New Guinea is very irregular. To be with-
out a mail for two months isno uncemmon
accurrence, while I have known one instance
in which wo were twelve weeks without one,
Since X left, however, I bave heard that a con-
tract has been entered_into by the Government
for an eight-weekly sailing service. The ves.
sel, which mustnot be less than one hund.rqd
tons, is t0 leave Cooktown go to Samaral in
tho cast cod, and then proceed to Mabudauen
in tho west ond of the Possession, calling at
Port Moresby and other plices in between,
and then return to Queensland. In British
New Guinca the only ports of entry are Posk
Moreshy and Samarai.

For the land speculator British New “usmea
has no opening, but there is absolutely’no
reason why the Possession should not receive
its share of attention as & likely place for
sottlement, though in considering this ques.
tion certain facts must be borne in mind,
Contrasting it with other countries, British
New Guinca almost stands alone. Tho wealth

of any country without commercial prosperity
must depsnd upon the conditions on which
its lands are occupied. In the greater por.
tion of Australia, for instanco, tho futuro
wolfare will depend vn the use that is made
of the s0il, and of which nearly overy foot
is available, In British Now Guinea, on the
other hand, a great deal of the land is al-
ready ocecupied, well tonanted, and inCustri-
ously tilled by a highly intelligont race of
peoplo. It is, moreover, the polioy of tho
Govornment that the title of tho present oc-
cupants shall be respected. Alluw me to give
you a pasging illustration. If the Govorun.
ment bccomes desivous to acquire land for
any purpose of its own, it will be requisite
to puichase the land from the natives and
have it formally transferred to tho Crewn.
The only oxception to this is in favor of
waste and vacant lands.  In this way our hold
i strongthencd by the fact that wo respect the
title of provious occupation., At the samo
time, thero is a great varioty of land availghly
for ugricultural settlement, and, as far as the
Government is able, every inducement ».nd en-
~ aragemont i8 givea to the bona fid« 1ottler.
Aii *hat legislation cun do has been done, hut
8o far vhe attention dirccted to the country is
disappointing.  Land may bo foand for almost
every tropical product, but not in the samo
large areas that are dealt with in Australia,
for) "stance. To the man, however, with exper-
ience and a little capital, who chooses a mode-
rate quantity of land with care and
prudence after personal 1aspection, geod
results shoald issue. He would find two
great things in his favor. First, the country is
never visited by cyclones, which so frequontly
in other parts of the world lay waste lands cul-
tivated at great expense, and thus very often
destroy the results which shr .'d, and would
otherwiso, accrue to the labor ¢’ years, Sccod-
ly, with care and tact on his part he shoald
always be able to obtain a plentiful supply of
good labor at an extremely moderate rate. But
tho man who goes to New Guinea must be pre-
par>? to vough it in the truest sense of tho
word, to bo ready to put his hand to anything,
and wait patieatly for the fruit of his labors.

About the chief difficulty to be encountered
is the one of climate, but beyond this there is
really nothing else that could not be overcome;
while, as far as the climate is concerned, I
have already said, I think, this may improve in
time a8 the Possession is opened up and it be-
comes more possible to use the moco hilly por-
tion of the country for purposes of change, Of
course, the primary care in a country like the
one we are considering, aod which is, as I have
said before, 8o excoptional in its conditions,lis
to get on well with the natives. Ia Rritish
New Guinea this would, to a great oxtent, de-
pend upon the settler. The people must be
treated fairly and honorably and with consider-
ation, not as a race supposed to have less feel-
ing or intellect than ouraelves, simply because
they are of a darker color, but regarded as fel-
low-creatures possessing scnses and feclings
quite as fine and sensitive as our own. Firat
impressions are everything; and whether °t be
tho passing traveller, or the intending sottler,
let him baar in mind that the smallest thing is
remembored. The pioneer may succeed in his
journey, and escape its perils, but others may
suffer years after for any indiscreet sct or want
of judgment on his part. There is a civilization
which exists for the dark man which is wholly
distinct from our own, and this might also be
usefully remembered by those who visit strange
people in the far off isles of the sea. 1tis tho
clear reslization of little, but such important
points like these, that 5o many of the difticultics
experienced in & new country may be minim.
ised, if not overcome, and untold assistance
rendered to thoso who follow hereafter.

Lot w0, in conclusion, commend British New
Guinea to your cloge and careful atteation, for
there is no reason why it should not, in year,
to come, take a prominont and iwzZ.ctant

osition amongat the vast possessic.s of Her
ajesty.”
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