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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

—

820 8 waggon with a team of nxen, toiling painfully up tho stecp
ascent olgmmo hill, till ut length they reach the top and prepare to
descend.  Tho driver then takes off a pair of the oxen fram the
thill, and yokes them on behind ; so that by applying their Ileuvy
onergy in the mowentum of the vehucle, they may keep n from
rushing too fust dowr the declivity.  Which pair of oxen tn such
case 13 most uscful, surd the spenker ~that which draws the wugon
forward, where it would go by itself, ur thar which prevents i
from hastily gomnyg to destruction 7 Why, of course, it must be
the pair which is what we Yankees call tamling down. When
he had done, the other clergyman sterled up :—*¢ Ah, yer said
\hte, “ that is all very well ; but with this load of ours, we hdve
always got a deud buli up ili, and don’t want any one tuiling
down.”  Most usclui seformers, and tdeas of progress, have at
first et with hostiity, When a philosopher first annuunced
thut the sun was the centre of our system, and that the rest of the
planetary bodies, including the earth, moved round . you recol-
lect huty the wise and goud men of that duy compelied v, on
bis knece, and with his right hand upon the open bible, to retract
what he had said—10 deny what he knew was the truth.  Yet un
r.sing from the esrth, * 1t ducs move, nevertheless,” was his whis-
pered exclumation to his friend. So when another philasapher
discovered the method of creating u vacuum, by exhausting the
air, hic was compelied to deny that any vacaum could xut, for
God, it was raid, abhurs n vacuum. T was lately reading an Eng
tigh book of much interest to me, describiug the commencement
of the English railroad between Liverpool and Manchester 3
great array of wisdom and wealth was brought to the considera
tion of that project, and a Commitice of the Legulature was up-
pointed to hear evidence upon i, before which Committee there
was brought the first Civil Engincer in the coumry. He told the
Committee that if 2 railruad were constructed, he believed a train
rught bo driven upon 1t st the rate of cight miles an hour, and
perhaps, he added, of twelve miles.  He was ashrewd man, who
understood human nature os well ss the natare of steam engines,
and when he saw the surprise of the Committce at this statement,
he hesitated, sand then retracted the twelve mites an hour, and
eaid on consideration he should say eight msles would be
4 safe rate of speed.  When the subject came up v the
Houseaf Commons, the Chairman of the Qomdhittee alluded to
$hdg circomsinnca—ihe-chginesr, hodsid, had &1 first stated twalve
- . smles-an bodr-as the probable specd of the trxivmy bulthis hio had
been prudent enough to retract, und he added, that if he had been
imprudent enough to inslst upon twelve miles, the, Commijttee
would have repotted against the whole project as the schemi +f
amadman. So it is with every project of advancement in the
world, It 1s mot with sucers of incredulity, snd the men whe
bring it forward sre stigmatized us cothusiusts—as men of one
ides who conoot bo relied on.  Influential gemlemcn. educated
enticmen, denounco ug us fanaticsl, 28 mon of oueiden. Woeli,
in some senso we rdmitat, We have ane idea, for aur only ob-
Jects to reducs the ternble amuunt of vice and misery by whieh
we aro surrounded. But let us luok al one of there wen
who tennt uefl—he is a politician 'l what 1=z his idea !
P I aggrandi tis hisidea. All his efforts und numa are
for this eng—Lthe clevation of sclf ; and yet this politician has the
blindness, «f not impudence, to stigma'ize us as men of one den,
whose simple putpose 18 the sulvatsun of ouracives and our children
from the most dreadful scourgs that ever swapl wver our worls,
Another of our accurersisa b man—a ble, intelligent,
active merchanl—and what ishisidea 7 1t the making of a for.
ture for lumecil and hus funily, the heaping up thourands and tens
of thousands,and.if posaible, hundreds of thousnnds—the vame idea
as that which belongs te the Ohiv piga «f whom 1t is srid, how fat
they die? Yet he ton will shgmatize us as men of wne idsa.
Another class are the literary men, highly educated and intelij
gent. They a0 carneatly endeavoriug by oll menns in ther
power to create for thensolves o name i the carth that shall live
after thoy are no more.  That s therr idea—thoroughly se'fish as
are those befuie namcd—~and yet fotsouth these people ndicnlo
as men of onc idaa thusc who st strving to relicve ull peap.e fram
the of intemp:

Wa Yenkees ate & shrewd pooplc, always, 1t s smd, sceking
for monoy ; dut wo wanl to ¢ that wo are wise mi=n ns wel]
a8 ahruwd, and that while we care for moncy, we havo the highest
vogard for thamo other tings which concern vur bet intrreats and
national bappiness.  We come then to the question of absolutels

raventing thq use ul mtoxicating liquore, and ask how 1t mav be
ne. It ot bo aczomplished an that way oaly by which socicty
aocka lv rehove ugoll from ewery ather evil, by wiro Legisiution,
afixing penaltios sufliciently stringent and wcvere. In Conade
the trade in intoxicaling liquors i regoated and restrained 3 8o
it is in most of the States, and by all civihized goveinments ; and

why? Because the public good requires it for tho ame reuson
as many other trades are rositaihed, and somd prohibited: they
do not cuntnibute to the general goud. Thus yau do not regalute
gambling houses or the publication of obscene bouks; nor do we
tegulate brothels; you forbid all these. It the liquor trade lray
been regulated instend of being forbidden, it wes becsuse thepe px.
1sled an 1deu that the troffic was necessary for the general good;
but we think we understhnd thns mutter better thav our fore.
fathess—~we do not believe the trade is for the general good 3 bu
ubsolutely inconmistent with it. We therefore wish to change
our Jegslation accordingly, and probibit where we hive hitherto
regulated.  How then is such a lcgislation tv be procured?
Only by eending to the Legslature, men that will give us laws,
with processes summusry enough, and penaltics severe enough {o
meet the occeswn. .
. But here we ure met by a furmidable difficulty ; it is the objent
tion made by wany againet bringing this question nto polities,
‘That s the outery in the States ; men seam to takeé it tor granied
that pobitics are so corrupt that any gouod inuvement being brough: *
into coatact with thesn must necessarily he polluted. But let mp
uxk what are polities?  If a politician who had made this objet.
tien were asked the question he would, as we say, look seven
ways for Sunday, and abvut nineteen.twenticths of trading ol
ticians, if they answered honestly, would reply : ¢ Office for niy.
self and my friends.” Tle true rcason why such people objent of
uur present movemont 13, that if the question be carried to the
ballat box, there would be no way of making the people pyl
straight in the collar, to employ a figure familiar to us of Maine.
In the States we are oll Whigs or Democrats, and we are com.
pelled to do swhat we ure required to do by those who. pretend to
be our leaders, just like oxun or horees, and when we give
our vole we have just about as much to do with the jop
done us the oxen or horses.  When told to pull, we pull, end then
wo look round till we are told to palf again. In Mame we dagye
farm work wiuh oxen, and pusscss some of the finest spezimens
that cun be exhibited in uny part of the world. I hayc somefimes
seen teame ui ten sucih animals, all agmirubly disciplined, soahyt
when Gie driver goes uno the yard, and calls the oX by bis-name,
holding up the heavy muss of woud which forms the yoke,.one
end rupported on the ground, the ox will cofe gently up with his
clurnsy gast, and-pet s veek fairly ‘ato Tt Hiis-mixto will B},
jow 1 1n the sume way, and so on tll il are yoked ap.  That
i3 the way 1n whieh we are politically traincd, and wehen we huy;
done sur work, the poliucians, ke the drivers, {uin us ot i
gmss. Such men hive reuson for dishking tha subject to'e
ronght into poatics—they know that it may msko s swing
o, and 43 we say of an obstinate mulish fellow, 1aay make v
turn the yoke  Thucey kaow that in that case they maust refy on
their werits, and that then they will probauwy b forced to go and
wark at the plough or the aze for themsclves. .

Ir whaenttd men aud men of mnd aud wealth #nd cinineaee
couid be e 10 mnke sacrifices fur the general good, how easily
could that goud be accomphshed.  Are there not men in Mot
real, whose vorces vre soffciently potential, from .weslth, socil
standing, v s other acans, sfnost by themselves tv accom.
plish what we desire ® Bat among influcniial men, sacrifice for
the general good s net commun,  ft is found much wmore fre-
quently umung the humble. A satlor saw. & womau standing on
the sice walks, surrounded by ter childeen and crying ; his heart
way touched, for u sulor’s hesst—witness the gullent men who
suved the erew of the Sun Francisco—is always open to the cry
of distress 5 and he sau, & Ma’am, what’s the mufter I* He fearo.
od that the iandiord was just then tusnsng her vut Jor rent, aad
hringing her bttle furitire anto the street. ¢ How much. doee
the iady owe you P said Jack. * Fuiteen dollars.” + Thereitis;”
and then he came ont and gave the woman twenty duilars more,
and wound up »ii by bestowng on the Iandlord a hearty—what
the sailors call—blessing, which I won't repeat; but which you
can casily guese. There are many such cxamples in humble
life. On the southern const of Massachusctis are two Jarge Capes
with a wid~ Bay betacen them, without any shelter for verscl
that mav find themeelvi = thete in tempestaans weather. 7 owerds
the fall of the year, abaut the peniod of the equinctial gales, the
fishermen of that partef +he cosst observed a magmficent shp
ta the wffimg, with cooxe reefed sails, No slwp ovoght to have
beer there; 1 bemg out of the track of §es-0vls 1o or trom Ev
rapr  They continued therefore to louk at the ship, which wes
cuns'antly drving more aud more near tu the shotc, and cadeas
ouring with all ber ant to clay off the land.  Fiven the wives znd
children of the fishermen had collected or the beach, and sheltes
g with theit hande their cyes fram the dnving sleet, they wit
aessed, 1 the greatest excitement, the rapid progress of tho ves-

scl towards the Haycack, a ternble rock which lies n thst by



