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W
THE REFLECTIONS OF A WORKING MAN.

_Thinks I 1o myself, as I sat by the fire the other
night, my Madge sitting by me, I have thrown awaya
.good deal of time one way or other on public affairs,
arid it is high time now to attend to my own; so I told
Madge my mind and my determinztion to put our own
matters right.

“Ah!” says Madge, ¢ that’ssooner said than done,
John. Pve 2ll along thought that there were many
matters in doors, as well as out of doors, that wanted
righting ; it was of no use for me to speak, when i saw
your head was so full about other people’s affairs. 1
alwags thought there was sadly too much of your
week’s wages went in drink ; and then that gin! I
don’t like that gin !”

Thinks I to myself, Madge is right, but I don’t know
which way to begin to mend it. Let me see, there’s
13d. and 2d. is 33d., and 2d. is 5id., and 2d. is 73d.,
and 2d. is 94d., and 14d.is 11d. That’s for one day, and
then there’s seven days in 2 week, that’s 7s. all bat 7d.,
that’s 8s. 5d. Then on Sunday I don’t spend above
6d.; hecause Madge will have me to go to church ;
well that’s 8s. per week.

Thinks I to myself, 6s. a week is a good deal, and
some wotking men that I hear of, don’t get that alto.
gether; but, then, 've a good place of work as times
80, and'I get pretty good wages, and there’s many a
man who drinks more than T do, and our’s is hard
work, and 2 man that works hard must have some.
thing ; and yet, thinks I to myself, ¥ mayn’t always
have & good place, and good wages, and if I now spend
all tliat [ get, what’s to become of us if I get ou* of
work, or anything of that sort? ) '

Thinks Il to myself; I wisk I could do - -ithout so
much drink, and take more of my wages home to

H Madge, because 'l know she’d make the best of it.

Buyt then, again, thinks I to myself, a man must kesp
himself up to his work or it’s no.use ; and besides, ope
does not like to leave off what one’s used to ; and then,
again, thinks I to myself, how I should get laughed at
by our chaps ! .

But then, again, thinks 1, ¢ let them laugh that win,”
—but 1 like a drop of drink, and my stomach expects
it when the hour comeg. Ah! and the gin too ; and,
thinks 1 to myself, ny stomach would not look for it il
it did not do it geod ; and yet so much of this drink
pinches us all 8o that we have no money for no.
thing.

Well! while I was cogitating about this, I saw
against the wall a large printed bill, * A meeting of
members and friends of the Tempesance Society will
take place,” s0 and so. ‘Then, thinks I to myself, Pll
be there too, and here what it’s all aboat.

I took care to be there tothe hour exact. Well!
thinks [ to myself, this is 2 shabby sort of a meeting
too! Why here’s not above half a dozen of us alto-
gether, Well, presently a few more came in, and
very soon & man got up and began. He said, that three-
fourths of the crime, and poverty, and wretchedness,
aund misery, that was in the country, was from drunk-
enness. ‘Thinks I to myself, it cannot be so bad as
that neither. He went on to tell ud thatthe spirits
drank in these kingdoms in every year, would fill a
river five miles long, sixty yards wide, and three feet
deep : here Istared with all my eyes. He continued,
“ Now,” says he, ¢ inquire into the case of the first
object of wretchedness which you meet, and it’s three
to one bui you find it occasioned, directly or indireetly,
by intemperance. {t occasions, on the jowest calcula-
tion, one half of the cases of madness; it is a¢ un-
sparing as death ; it levele all ranks, all ages, and all
conditions. It is like the horse-leech, never satisfied.
*Give, give, give 1”7 Thinks I to mjself it’s well our
Madge is not here, for that’s what she says of the ale-
house, that it’s always « Give, give.give {7 Well, so
he went on, and told us, that if a man® began at
twenty-one years of age, to lay by four shilliugs a
week, instead of spending it unnecessarily in drink,
that at thirty-one he wouldhave £ 130 15 1
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That is, supposing he kept putting it out to interest
at ‘the end of every year, and adding the interest to
it. Thinks I to myself, I never should have thought it.




