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A SECTARIAN THING.
(Concluded )

The supper honr arriver, ang Amintdab had not returned.
Tne shades of evening hegin to gather, and the parents -
‘ame alarmed for his personal saferv. At leneth it was
accertained, beyond a deubt, that e had run away.  Oure
of his late as~ociates, as b.d a bov as any in Clatterville
zave the intormation, that Minny. as he was called by his
companions, suspecting the oiye ct of the Parson’s varty visit,
nad hstened at the k y-hole, until he heard s tather do-
clare his resatution to vive him a llogaing, when iie deter-
mined, as he said, “fo clcar out.” Minny, the informan
stated, had plenty of cash, tor he had <hown L the nills.
The 1atter part of this tatelhgence induced Mr. Shaip to
examm: the wiiting desk in his chamber.  He tound ithad
he~n broken open, and rifled of a pocket-book, containins
ahout three hundred doliars in bills,

When the moral barrier is hroken down, when a hreach
is once made by the artillery of sin, the whole heart is not
likely to he occupied by one solitary tenant. Crime is a
social creature; it is eregarious in a remarkable degree.
Few there are who have passed through the higher desrees
of infamy, and finally settled down for life on a fellowship
in the state-prison, who cannot remember the grog-shop,
which was the primnary school where they received their
elementary instruction. Auninacdab had no snoner lost all
respect for virtue in general, by hecoming a tippler, than |
he lost all respect for his parents. and all fear of God ; and
became almost immedia‘ely an idler, a truant, a liar, and a
thicf?

Such measures were employed as seemed hest calculated
to ascertain the direction he ha.i taken, but in vain. !

Upon an easly day of the ensuing week, Mr. Sharp waited
uron Paison Moody, and expressed a wish to subscrihe th-
pledge of the temperance society. The good man brought

pen and ink upon the table. Tt was the merchant’s usual
custom to employ only the initial letter of his piven name;
hut, on the present occasion, he wrote Aminadab Sharp at
full length, with a heavy hand, and doubtless with a heavier
heart.  He admitted, with perfect frankness, to Parson
Moody, that he had totally misapprehended the character
of the temperance reform ; not because the subject was at
all complicated in itself, but simply because he had not
taken sufficient interest in the matter to examine the nature
of his early prepossessions against it. ¢ Experience has
heen to me,” said he, with a deep sigh, ¢ a severe instruc-
tor ; hut the lescon will never he forgotten.””  He laid down
the temperance bouk, and took his leave.

Stoitly after bic departure. Deacon Gurley called at the
parsonave. It is to ba regretted t at the conduct of sem -
otiier deacon« shounld have excited unkind ‘uspicions in the
reader’s mind, as is probably the case in regard 1o Deaco
Guiley.  Rut this tespectable man bad neves areflicked i
broken constitutions and hroken hearts, He w's o steay
suppo terof the canse of temperance —+ Good news ) aea.
Guley 2 <aid the clerrvmens = Ab sad 1as D aco.
shasn dchbour Soap fouad hic wn 37— N e
P .san I\l.m:'_v, sehut Be bes found Be consebo e g0 0 0
whien is even a creater o oin g he has signe Cthe oo o
the qemp vnee socreny 77— Can i b pessi ”~
Dewcon Guilev s b taek o e digsnesedoe o
ville s fos gt S oirp pever doacany thing ' hatves
e e 1t the oot Puoson, rakin: up the ook
—Congt blees o, whet s this 2 he ras ot b oen Spains
of His hiottiarp pers b be 277 continned t e minsterchoid-
ing ap -n tundred dotlar bil which had been placed ne-
taern the te.ves s That ic very well,” rejuned the
Deacon 3 ¢ bat fifty sueli wonld he s beneficial o the
caus+ than the torce ot his example, and the eff-ct of thos
exertionsy which hie will cestainty w:ake in vis bhebalfe A
I <xid hetore, Aminacdab Shaip dovs vothing by hatves

The Deacou’s predictions were spevcily verified to the
Teater. Mr. Snarp was i nobady’s del and a great m ny
people were i his.  The importers, Cistillers, taverners,
gracers, and retailers, with th 0 1 tiove of tipplers and!
toad-eaters. couhi in no way thwart or annoy him. He did
not want iheir voies, for he wonld never consent to he a
candidate for any office  He i a navmber ot these people
for his tenants; they were all pronptis notifi- d, that their
leases would not be renewed.  He was the sole proprietor
ol the principal hotel; he made inn.e, te arrangements
with tlie lessee, and converted it in'o « temperance house.
No person was admitted to work in the factorivs who would
not pledge himself to ahstain from intoxicating drinks.  He
did all in his power to circulate information on the suhject
of the evils of intemperance; and whenever he passed a
group of idle hoys, he was sure to ronse their hetter ener-
gies into profitable action, by throwing among them some
zood little book, or temperance tale.  Several of Mr. Sharp’s
tenants agiced to continue their leases on the terms he had
imposed. ¢ Sharp is the word, 1ow-a-days.” said an old
gray-headed fiery looking fuddler, as be turned off, disap-
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forth tl}e book with the greatest alacrity, and placed it with ‘ pointed of his dram, from the fourth grocery store, ina cold




