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ýview ; though hc mal be able ta trace, the rise andI
progteas ai atatrs anti kingdomr, theoir varions aue.
pendencies, and the operation oi the causes which
bave led ta a change ln their guvernmenit or to an
annihilation of their powar, yet the operatien in-
volvefi in the newv birth, as wveîi as the agent who
achieves it, cau ncither bu seen, nor influenceci by
hirn. inat the change is the resuit of divine powv-
er, seeme invelvedinla tevery phraseology ai John
iii. 8., inasmucli, nthe terni translateci"agtain,"
might with propriety, bue renderefi lefrom above."
Nicodemua himseli, frotn the questions hoe imme-
diately put ta our Redeemer, seenîs ta have heen
impresef, at least, with the difficulsy of the change
-'how can a man be born wthen lie ie olci? Can
he enter a second tinie ino hls niother's tvomb,
andble hotu,2." Our Lard in his answers ta these
questions, net only points eut the spirituail nature
of the change, but the blesseci agent hy wvhom it le
accomplishiec, t'veridy, verily, 1 say unta you, ex-
cept a man bc bora of water andI of the spirit, he
cannot enter juta the kingvdom ar GoV,.

It le indeed suyprising, lilat; any mana, reflecting
for a moment, on the va.atuess andI universality af
the change, elieuld i e led to ascribe it te any cause,
short of .Almiglhty power. But it ie the case, that
nmre have ascribefi it ta an extarîîal rite-we nican
the ordinance of buptismn-or at least, bave associ-
ated it too clesely with it. Others bave adopteci
an opinion equally erroneous, and have regardcd it
solely as the ruait of moral feeling, operatefi upon
'by smre external causes, whichi lcading tharu ta
the renounicement or evil practices snd to the
improvement, of tha minci, they have passaci from
death unta lufe, bean renewed in the spirit of thîcir
nîinds, andi madIe new creatures in Christ Jesus, are
ated anew unta goa works. Thus, do bath of
these claisses ascribe an affect ta causes utterly
inadequate ta its production. They do this too,
in oppeition ta rnany axplicit caclaratians of the
Word ai Gad, wvhich ne unprjucliced minci could
full ta comprehenci. %Va arec te descriheci, as
spiritually ciesc, as sick andI infirm, as carnally
rninded andi at eumnity Nvitih GotI, andi as full of ail
impurity andI defilement ; and can any external rite,
however expansive andi splendid, can any cia.
quenca however persuasive, or argument hotvever
mtrang, Waise the deafi ta life, communicate bealth
to te di!seased and strength ta the fachile, change
the dispositions ofithe minci, and puriy tisat wvhich
i., uncleau ? TIare le ream for rio other conclu-
sion, tha3n the one witlî which the B;ble furnisihes
uf, 44it le the spirit that quiclceneth, tha flash pro-
fiteth nothing.Y

The aecessity or being clhem aga in, Ildaims
our attention, but lcavitig the conslderationý

of this subject, WC would concltidew~ith a in-
gle remark. Thougb confcsseilly unable to
accomiplishi this mighty change ini aur own
behalflyet, theroi le n sibility of ascertaining,
whether uipan us the spirit of God bath put forth
his quickening andi sanctifying energy. [t would,
indeed, bue a Wonder of no ordinary magnitude, if a
change, ta which tho Wvord of Goci attaches se
m-ccli importance, andi which, in language se bol
andi ini figures so expressive it represents, were to
have no visible trace, evincingr its reality. It la
not a change of whichi its subject wvill long remain,
ignorant. Its affects ivili sooner or Inter rime up
beforelhis view. To every man then the determin-
ing of the question, whether hae bas undergone this
change, ie one of personal and paramount interest.
If with us it ba stili a matter of uncertainty, if we
have gooci reason ta suspect, or ta conclude, that
wve are stîll of the number of the unregenerate, let
us nlot for an hour, test in a statu so unhappy and
perilous; and thouýh the difficulty of the work
alarm us, let us be encourgefi by the assurance,
that the Lord waiteth, ta hae graciaue, and by the
declaratinn, "I1 wdilyet for this be caquired of the
bouse of Isracl ta doa it for tbe-n."

JOURNA L OF A DIISSIOS ARY TOUR WITHIN TUS 5RES-
]Brrxnv OF BATHURBST.

To the Editor of the Chri3,Uan Examiner.

PEaTU, Gth Jariuary, 1859.
SIR,

The ioliowing notes or a xnissionary tour
madie by me last suinmer, by appc.intment of
Presbytcry, may perhaps, interest nme of your
readers, andI nt the saine Lime give an idea of the.
manner lu tvhich thr Home Missionary operationas
of the Prasbytery oi Bathurst are at preserit car-
ricci on. Vouas, &c.

Trio. C. WiLsotr.
On the 2IsL day ciJune I lait home, preaehing

nt Ramsay on the eed andi eS<, anti assisting at
the administration of the Lord's Supper there, on
Sabbath the 24th.

On tha aftcrnoan of Ilonda7 tlhe 251.h, 1 strted
from Ramsay, on my missionary tour, being pre-
veateci froin starting sooner by hcavy thunder


