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VICTORIA., AIUSTRILI&-UNION.

It is well known tha;. for a length of turne, efforts toward union amoug all the
Preshyterians in the colony have heen made, with considerable prospects of sue-
ceas. The following, report, fromn the -Melbtourne C'hristian Timnes, shows that there
ia now every probability of the union being speedily consummnated, if indeed it
have not already takea place.

We have formerly intiinated, that we decidedly prefer the Basis proposed in,
Nova Scotia, to that adopted.by the Joint Cnrnmittee of the two Churches in Can-
ada; and we now declare.th-zt,. in our humble opinion, the Australian ]3asis is iu-
comparably thie best of tle three. The chie? amendments -%hichi it seemas to uâ to
require are sucb, as those favorable to the Canadian ]3asis, we should think. miglit
readily admit. First we sbould strike out the Second Book of Discipline which
probably not one mainister in ten, nor one private member in a hundred, bas ever
seen or ever wiIl see, which contains nothing in point of doctrine that is not suffi-
cicntly provided for in the Confession, which relates very much to a state of thinga
that has pass9ed away, which contains some rules to which neither of the Churôhes
adhcres, and which, we rnay add, is, with respect to the poNver of the civil magistrate
in matters of religionbttrta thCnfsin and eau s-carcely bo worse.
We should prefer also givin.- such a subordinate place to the Form of Churcli Gov-
ernnicnt and the Directory for Public Worship as is assigned to themn in the Oaa-
adian Basis. We do not know any Presbyteriau Ohurch in ivhich these documents
are stric't.y foilowed. Dr. Robert Lecd, is defc.ndingr bis innovations and baffling
the Established Prcsbytery of Edinburgh ju.st 'by falIing back on the Directory
and Form. Aftcr sucli a Basis as the Austral ian one bas been cxbibited, we nannot
believe tliat the Canadlian article will ho adoptcd by the Synods. The spirit and
tendency of thc aze reclaim. ngainst it.

MEETING 0F :ESTABL1SHEDý on..noir SYNOD.

The annual meeting of thè Established Church' iq,,yiod wns held on the lst De-
cembcr, and continuèd until tie evcning of the 3ýd 'December. There was a large
nnniber of ministcrs, eiders, and others, in attenda"'cde. Concerning union, nothing
definite was arrived at.at this.meeting. The committee, in -whose bands it has been
for a considerable, trne, was re-appied Anaxoudsrefrt was express-
ed by ail flic members and conàiderable satisfaction* feit when stated by several
influcntal memnbers that their belief was it -t would soon ho cffected. It being un-
derstood that '-he Synod of the Free Churcli was to meet on the 'Ith December, it-
wats resolved to adjourn until the B th, with.a view tu confe rence, with that body on
the subjeet of union, and until.then furthe consideration of it wns postponed.

The Court resurned, in ternis of adjourninen t, on December Sth, and proeeeded
to tho consideration of the subjcet -of *union wvith thc other Presbytcrian bodies.
Mr-. Hethcrington, as convener of the 'Union Committec, reported that the com-
inittce had had a mneeting for conférence wiffi the 'Union Committee of the Frea
Church, on Monday lat, when ho had proposed that inasmuch as the Basis for-
merly agreed on by the two ehurches had failed to secure tixe objeet sought, aý new
and simple basis of union should ho snbstituted. The basis which ho would ne-
cordingly propose svas ns follows.-

<We, th- undersign ed ministers and elders of the Synod'of Victoria, the Free
Preshyteriau Synod af Victorýa, and the 'United Presbyterian Synod. of Victoria,
having rcsolvcd, aftcr long and prayerful deliberation, to unité together in one
Synod, and in one Clîurch-do now, in the naine of the Lord Jeans Christ, and
with solcrnn prayer for bis gnidance and blcssingg., unite irn one Synod to, bo cal.led
The Presbyterian Church of Victoria, and resolve and determine that the follow-
ing ho Uic fundamental principles and articles of this union, and bo subscribed by
each of thé members of the New Synod :

4'l. That the Westnxinister Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Cate-
chbisma, the Form of Presbyterian Church Government, the Directory for Publie
Worship, nnd the Second ]3ook of Discipline, ho the standards and farmaularlca of
fiais Chureh.


