
FEBRUARY, 1904.

OUR MISSION IN WEST CHINA.
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Z-CIIUAN, the province
frorn whichi recentlyS _ have corne rumours
of riot and unrest, is
as a centre of trade
and civilization by far
the most important
province of Western
China. IVir. Edward
Wilson Wallace, son of
Prof essor )Wallace, of
Victoria University, in

his "Reart of Sz-Chuan" hias
given us an admirable accou.nt of
thec land, its people, and its po3i-
bilities.* We congratulate our
Young friend on theuproduction of
this excellent tt-okfor the wzc
of the Forwardl Movment

Sz-Chuan, the banner province
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of China, lies alongy the eastern
botindary of Thibet, over which
Britain is at present trying to estab-
lishi a protectorate. lit is peculiar
by reason of its isolation. On the
north, south, and east it is cut off
from the rest of China by rugged
and alrnost ixupassable mountains.
In area it is about 200,,000 square
miles ; in population, about 50,-
000,000. It is thus the largest
province of China, containingr one-
eighith. of the population of the
Emxpire. Somnething of the densitv
of its population inay bc realized
wvhen we try to conceive of a
proince slighltly saller than On-
tario supporting two-thirds of the
people of the Ulnited States.

IPhysicall.y, Sz-Chuan is a coun-
try of fertile hills, of garden val-
Icys, and of scenery almost unstir-
passec. The siopes of the his are
terraced for agricultural purposes
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