THE PRESBYTERIAN.

persnasion. That tax becomes a first
mortgage on the property, taking prece-
dence of all other mortgages, or of any
burden of whatever nature. If not paid,
all costs incurred in suing, often doubling
the amount, are added, and are placed on
the same footing as the original tax. Should
the property be brought to Sheriff's sale,
the whole expenses are deducted berore any
other creditor can receive a farthing, and
although the total amount of the tax may
only be payable at the expiry of eight,
ten, or twelve years, yet on such sale being
effected the total amount must be paid at
once. Inaddition to this there are priests’
dues, tithes, and other cha.ges, wbich can
all be collected by a peremptory process.
The effect of this upon the prosperity of
the country has been ruinous in the extreme.
With the one hand the extreme party have
been trying to build up a Freach Canadian
nationality, to extend the Roman Cathotic
religion, and to claim Lower Canada as be-
longin_ of right to themn ussons of the soil ;
while with the other they have by their ex-
actions driven them out to scek in some
other land the enjoyment of their labours
denied to them here. And well do the
French Canadians know that this is so.
When removed beyond the power of
the priesthood, they do not scruple
to throw off the yoke under which they
have groaned. Too wany of them, it is to
be feared, become godless and 1egurdless of
any religion; many of them, it is o be
hoped, find a joy and a consolation in a
true and jandefilcd religion—that of Christ
himself. “ When a French Canadian learns
to speak English,” say the priests, “he
becomes an infidel ; we wish to see no such
man amongst us.” We have ~cen letters
from priests in the Western Suates of
America, warning and eatreating that every
effort should be made to stop them from
coming there. They become infidels, say
they, and, worse still, they become Profest-
ants. Not by ones or twos are the French
Canadians quitting the country, not single
men to scek temporary employment, in-
tending to return, bringing with them the
results of their labour. but now whole fami. |
lics are leaving in a body, and there is no
question but that a decrease has taken plice |
in the pop :ation. How can it be otherwise ?
We know that Immizmatien from abroad
has been to a very limited extent. while
emigration has been on alarze seale. Where-
ever you turn in the United States, there
may be fi 1nd lurge bodies of French Cana-
diaus, and itis = fact that at the lust Census !
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families were returned as living in Lower
Canada the greater part of whom bad long
sinceleft it. The “ Little Masid” of Words-
worth, slightly altered, exactly deseribes
how the Census was in many cases made -

¢ You say that two are in the West,

¢ And three are in New Haven,

“ Then there »re only two,” ] said.

But still the father old replicd,
tt Nay, nay, Sir, I bave seven.”

And accordingly seven go down in the
Schedule of the Census taken.

But not only are the Roman Catholics
driven out of the country, but Protestants
have their property confiscated to support
this Established Church of Canada. As
we have pointed out, the Church tax takes
precedence of every mortzage, or of any
burden whutever, no matter whether that
mortgage formed part of the burdens on
the land at the time it was acquired by the
Roman Catholic or not. And we may
briefly describe the process of spoliation.
In many of the new settlements lands are
held by Protestants. A lot is sold to a
Roman Catholic, who pays a small instal-
ment, the other instalinents being payable
atintervals and extendingover several years,
the annual payment being, probably, tweaty
or thirty dollars a year. A Church rate is
subseyueniiylaid on Inonecasenolessthan -
twe tythousand dollars were expended for 1
new Church ina Parish where, by aliberal al-
lowance, the ichale wealth of the Roman
Catholic population would scarcely have
amounted to that sum. When the time
for payment comes what can the poor man
do? Asan honest man he feels that he
has his instalent to p1y, he hus wrought
hard to carn alittle money to do o, but the
priest steps in and says that the Church
claims the rizht to his n oney, and the lawal-
Jowsit. In this strait he abandons theland,
with any little improvement he may have
made upon it, leaves the country, and his
labour 1s lest to us, and goes to enrick: z2n-
ather land. But the Church will not be

. baulked of her prey. The land belongs to a
* Protestant, never did belong toh Roman Ca-

thoiic suve nominally, yet in spite of that the
death zrasp of Rowme has been laid upon it
nrt to be relaxed till every penny of the
claim is paid. The tax isa first wmortgage,
a preferable claim over that of any other,
and the jand i< scized and sold by sheriffs
sale. the real onner having no redress.
Another instince may show how the law
works. .\ coantry storckeeper runs im
debt to the city wmerchant, and gives se-
curity vpon his land. lic subsequently



