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there may be friends and others in this
country who would hike to have an oppor-
tunity of testifying therr grateful remem-
brance of the Prinapal’s quahties aud
services, have agreed to make known tiwerr |
readiness to receve subsenpiions from tins
Province. We understand that some of
-ar ministers have been authorized to co-
operate with the Commttee in this matter.
We do not know the names of all who
have been written to, but we are in a po-
sition to mention those of the Rev. Dr.
BMathieson and the Rev W. Suadgrass of
Montreal, from whom circulars and sub-
scnpuion-lists may be had, and who will
forward to the Commtice any contnibu-
tions with which they may be mtrusted.

THE MEETING OF SYNOD.

The time for this annual gathermg of the
office-bearers of our Church is drawing|
near. \We are aware that important bus-
iness will be transacted. We hope and
pray that all the members, imbued with
much of the wisdom which cometh down
from above, will be enabled conscientiously
and judiciously, and with a single cye to
God’s glory, to discharge the duties incum-
bent upon them:  We are very ambitious
10 sce our Church Courts, by the charac-
ter and fruts of their proceedings, com-
mand the sincere respect of the peaple at
large, and to see the people manifesting
that-interest-which is the most rehable and
most beautiful mdication of an enhghtencd
attachment to:principle-and -a real enjoy-
ment of Christan fellowship. We are
aware that- there are some who do not
need to be reminded of the duty of remem-
bering, especially at such a scason, the
interests of the: Redeemer’s Kingdom, but
we would suggest that there bean abound-
ing:in:prayer-tr-Almighty ‘God for the out-
pouring ol the Spirit of all wisdom, gmce
and love upon the rulers of the Church
that they wmay be directed to right deter-
minations and measures in all things.

We hope there will be a large attend-
ance of members.  We direct attention to
an article on this subject n another part
of this number. We someumes hear very
unsausfactory reasons given by absentees,
] can’t afford the expense” is a very
common one. Tins is 2 poor excuse for
those who, when entenng upon office,
solemnly vowed and cngaged to uphold
and defend our system of church govern-)
ment, if they are recaving the amount of
support promised, for 1t 15 to be presumed |
they knewthenthenaturcand extentofthenr)
obligations 3 if they are not receiving what
was pronused, we have simply to say we
have not worls to chamctenize the sin of |
a people vowing so much of their worldiy
substance unto the Lond for the manien-y
ance of onc of hus servants and paruaily
or wreegularly paving. It 1s A wrong asg
hornble az wWissadl  We are of opimon |

Ahat it would be a great step in the nght

direction, as it would cffectually take away
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all ground for such an excuse, to make the
expenses of ministers and elders a charge
upon the session funds, The sole expense
13 that of travelling, and that now is not
nearly so much as it used to be. “Tam
going to take an excursion for two or three
weehs and I cannot afford to do that and
travel to the Synod also” is ancther. A
minister or clder with his heart in the
night place will promptly determine wheth-
er the Synod or the excursion should
have the preference. “The thime and
place of meeting are most inconvenient >
1isa third.  The meeting of Synod i2 fined
annually and it just needs all members o
be present to arrange by a majonty of votes
the tme and place most suitable, «* I have
no interest in the proceedings of Church
Courts ” is yet another and a most lament-
able excuse—whatever the causes, the
sooner the man who urges it changes his
views, or ceases to be an office-bearer in
the Presbyterian Church, the better.

In fine, we think it is due to the individ-
ual responsibilities of members, to the
respect and submission which they owe to
the Supreme Court, and to the claims of
the public duties of the Church, that those
whoare necessanily prevented from attend-
ing should send letters of apology, and that
the Synod should insist upon such letters
being sent.

ATTENDANCE OF MINISTERS AND RED-
RESENTATIVE.— ELDERS AT MEET-
INGS OF CHURCH COURTS.

The remarks we are about to make are
wnitten n view of the approaching mect-
ing of Syned.  While we shall endeavour
to make them on that account seasonable,
we hope at the same time to render them
apphcable to the more frequent meetings
of Presbytories.

The subject is pressed upon us by its
importance. A duc, conscientious, prace
tical attention to it s essentidl to success
I Carrying out our Preshytenan polity, and
therefore to the bestinterests af aurChurch.

As a matter of right, cattling all settled
Ministers and as many Ruling Elders to
mecet togeiher for the purpose of frecly dis-
cusaing the local and general affaurs of the
Church, and of twking mutual counxcl
thercupon, according 10 the Holy Scrip-
tures and the siandards of the Church,and
with a view to the glory of God, it should
be highly prized and jealously preserved.
What office-hearer, truly alive to the posi-
uonand privilegesit sceures, totheinfluence
which, whea judiciously exercised, it ena-
bles him to exert even by his.silent vole,
and to the bencfit he may derive, under
the blessing of God, from is own fanhful-
ness . the sphere of duty pecuhar to
it and through the channcl _of wfficial
Chuastian intercourse, would hke to be deg-
prved of it?  In theory, ao truc Dreshy-
terimn wiil submit to the smaiiest curtail-
ment of his frecdom to enjuy at:in practice,
the right is depreciated and virtually.given

up on every occasion of causeless absence.
The best indication that rights are properly
valued, as well as the surest means of
preserving them, is the faithful discharge
of the duties imposed by their possession,

To shirk in any way the responsibility of

tewng a ruler in Cad’s Church is a heinous
offence against the clearest light and the
holiest obligations. Empty seats in Pres-
bytery and Synod are sad witnesses of
the miserable account taken of this matter
by all such as are neediessly absent—and
it surely requires a great deal to constitute
a tenable apology for non-atiendance at
those meetings, where they that bear ru'e
arc particularly called upon to use their
right and to exercise their wisdom and
authority ; it requires, in short, an excuse
that wili sustain the conduct of ene who
fails to do a very important part of the
duty which he has been solemnly ordained
in the name of Jesus Christ 1o discharge.

As a matter of daly, very much more
than we hawve space for at present might
be relevantly said upon it.  In our eccle-
stastical Courts measures are devised and
procedure arranged for the maintaining and
extending of our Church organization j the
working of local and general schemes is
inquired into; the state of religion, parti-
cularly as regards an adequate provision of
the means of grace, is considered ; advice
is given to brethren, congregations, and
subordinate judicatories in difficult circum-
stances ; disputes are settled ; diseipline is
excreised 3 justice is administered ; and.in
every living and faithful Church much
time is devoted to the institutiop and di-
rection of missionary operations.” This or
something like this, it will be admitted, is
the work—ithe honorable and important
work—ofthe Church in her ruling capacity,
judicial and legislative. Now this ruling
capacity as a whole is, under God, neither
more nor less than the combined wisdom,
abilty and piety of the office-bearers who
consutute the Church courts.  All there-
forc to whom by right and duty it be-
longs to attend these courts, but who do
not attend them, are chargeable not only
with the neglect of personal responsibili-
tics in regard to every public act, order, or
judgment of the Church, but also with the
sin of diminishing in point of fact the
Church’s capacity as iought to bear up-
on any matter, tause or mcasure whatso-
cver. It is truc, the absence of even a
very considerable number of members docs
aot invalidate the procedure of the Church
—tho:e who are absent are indeed bound,
as they ought rigorousl; to be, by the de-
fiverance of these who arc present, the
presumption being that all_should attend
mectings regulady convencd. But it is
also tsuc that the kind of work to be done
involves and imposcs the most serious per-
sanal rcs[umsibi'l\ilics, that in ils cariest
forms it has claims upon the conscientions
conwideration of cvery member, and that
in its whole progress its cfficiency and suc-




