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on harshress, and ihe cgot- "day, for the very opposite of what they think, and
riches,  These are the en- ithat all these men-—the dcpositories ol the loftiest
croachmants, van, Xlessioars, will in your heartsmorality that the world has ever known—sheuld
agree with n -, Whicharitate the greatest number {debase themselvesby a lie.  Besides, if need weve,
of her e rivies; all those hiicd calumnictors, 21V 't} Lir unanmity would demonstiate their sincerity.
those false philanihropists who every morninz in. |Further, the Church of France has, in thus aeting,
sult her, and whose seandalous writings have so jonly pursued the path already opened cut by Ca-
often shoched you. These wie the mortifications [tholicisin in America, in Belgium, and in Ireland.
that are disguised under accusations, which would [ think T do not risk too much inatirming that cor-
be ridiculous if they were not destined to produce [responding citcumstances will soon bring about
fatal consequences, by raising in the minds of the [similar results in Germany and in the Peninsula.
people the most monstrous phattzms.  These are, {On all sides we hear resounding among us eloquent
however, the only encroacliments on the temporal [vaices that repeat the motto of heroic and Catho-
state that the Church claims or exercises in the [lic Poland—»BMalo periculosum liberiatem gquam
present day. It is in this scnse 8nly that she de- 'quietum servitum : ¢ We prefer the perils of 1i-
sires (os it is imputed to her) the empire of this berty to the repose of slavery.”  The old Catho-
world and of the next. She covets the empire of |lic Church—the bark of St. Peter—battered by so
souls and consciences ; for that only does she cxist, jmany storms, is still ready to sail the agitated and
and as that is the soblest and most sovereizn of | mknown sea of modern hiberty.  3he will brave
empires, it is that which they sirive with bitter the tempest as she has done in the midst of .abso-
eagerness, but without a shadow of frankness, to 'lnic monarchies, and even in the midst of feudal
tear from her. Eutope.  She wel knows that she carries v her-

And how does she pretend to exert this emnire ? |sell the only pusitive and Jegitimate counterpoise
Not only in virtue of her own impreseriptible li- 4::;,;.157:51 wli the perils of liberty © and we shall thus
berty, which is insepatable from ber very exist- sce, that—thanks to her immutible author: y, and
ence, but in virtue of the general freeddm of insti- [the immortality of her promises—she, and she alone,
tutions and opininns which the modern world kas 'ean, in every ciisis, adapt herselt to all systems,
won and has proctaimed. Now khere, if I do not jimpress her image on all ages. Here, I say, is a
deceive myself, is a fact of immense imyortance, 'fact of immense importance ; and if we love, or
and the mnst memorable of coutewmporary history ; pretend to love, liberty, we must be blind to over-
tie most worthy of the study and the admiratisn look its bearing and its immensity—more blind

of the poor, by charitv
ism and selfishnisg of

of all attentive and respectful observers of the cur-
duct of human affairs. T all"Je¢ to the atiitude as-
sumned by the clergy of F:'nee in the fa e of this
great and new fact of peliti~d liberty znd repre-
sentative government. Now, what has been this
attitude > Every duy should make it elearcr to
you. The clergy, who have bein so leng re
proached with servility, .nd an inveterats attach-
ment to absolute power—the ¢cigy, who, during
the whole period of the restoration, were denoun-
ced to I'rance a2 the instrument ot despotism and
the ‘metancholy wrecks of the ancicnf reginme——the

sty if we cread the excesses of liberty, not to
'seek the simplest and most certain remedy for
those cxeesses.  But I add another fact, no less
‘remarkzble, but infinitely painfui, and that is, the
;rocr.ptfon which this grand developement of Ca-
\tholic mind by men who have long usurped ainong
jus the monopoly of Liberalism. For my own part,
i knuw nething better calculated to give a con-
jtempiibic notion of the prejudices and passions of
(our time, than the reception aJorded by a certain
ipoliticle citcle to this new aftitude of the Church.
'it must be owned with regret, that no sooner did

clérgy, who were suid to be chained to the feet of jthese pretended Liberals perecive that libeny
abroken throne, and identified with a vangnished |might and ought to advance Catholicism, than they
destiny—=behold them enter with spurit into the linvoked against us all the traditions and sll the re-

peactive and the comprehension of representative
government—behoid them invoking and proclaim-
ing liberty, equstity, and commen right—behold
them coufiding their rignts and interests to the
principles of the new social law, of which they
manifest a pretoend and sincere understanding ! 1
will not, Messieurs, do you the injusiice to helieve
that it is necessa:y to demonstrate this sincerity o
you—it is not you that wan ever be persuaded that
all the biskops, all the priests, alt the Catholics of
France who have hiftcd up tucir voicesin this con-
test, have secretly agreed to contend, on a certain

!sources of tyranny.

| There is o desr ‘ism, however arbitraiy, vex-
Iatious, or extremc, «aat these men have not wel-
!ccmcd and hailed with transport, provided that tha
ICathqlics were its objeet, DMen wke have beon
jcontinually smitten themselves by the poluical jus-
\tice of the restoration, and even of the present-Go-
vernment, have denovunced us to the Attorney Ge-
ncral—men who have organised | know not how
many subseriptions for political offerders of their
’ciass, sct themselves up to preach to us of the res-
pect due to such judgments. The liberty of the



