
. -

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERI&N.

iHANS3 EGEDEi, THE APOSTLiE 0P
GItEÉ~NLAND.

ln the tenth century a colony or coloniei
of Nerwegians settled ini Greenland and
carried with. thein such knowledge of the
gospel au they poi3sessed, and the ruine ol
their homes buit aroiind th~e church and its
God'a acre, show that religion had a proinn
eut place ainong thei.

Ht)%' long they flourishied, and in what
way they perishied, we Icnow net; for the
ice bardier round their northern homne -was
etreng, and the pulse of commerce wue slow
and weak, se that agea olapeed between
their extinction anti the knowledgo of 4it ini
their fatherland. Whiether they ivere elvept
away by pestilence, or (lied a lingering
deith hy famine, or gradually diminislied
in numbers titi they ail peî islhed, we may
not know. It is suggestive in this connec*
tion that more thani three centuries ago a
boat fastened together with sinews drifted
ashore in Iceland, contaiuing an oar on
which ivas traceil in Runic letters the words,
«'I grew tired wvhite 1 drew thee." -No
doubt they prayed much and fervently in
their diejtreqse, andl the dold -icebergs seemed
to fting hnck a stern refusai to, their cries,
but victisry over the Inst enerny may have
been vouchýafed at the -tine, and centuries
after. itother answer wau given by Him
wlio iloe not forget the pr;îiyers of hie
children, even long after they have entéred
into rèst.

January 31, 1686, a bahe wa,4 -ent fo a
humble Norwegia % home. The parents
welc.mnedl the nuew coiner with true affection
and soughit te, train himi up for God, for
though they knew isot inany things familial-
to us bu.-day, ti eir faibli maiy have been more
Q'imple and their lives less ambitions and
wvoridly th;în ours. Like other ebliiidren in
that rugiged regien, little Hans (h)scion
ieuurned te sha1re in the tou1s and 2oîusements
of hie eliers, and the long 'vinter eveninge
of that uorthern climie gave hiim ample op-
pnrtuuîity to' gratify hie -taste for rcading.
He 'vas a io)ving and geotie spirit, ever
ready te, respon i te the sorrnwev of others.
aud lie mnade such good use et hie education-
ai privileges in Copenhagen that hie was
ord.îiiedl pa9tor of the remote parish of
Vaagenl, or Vogty, as soon as hie becamne of
agu. S 'on after this lie as united in mar-
niage to Miss Gertrude Rusk who aras
destineil to be a true helpmeet and source
of 8trcn-_thi te in amid privations and
trials of which their life iii that humble
manse gave thetu n iocception.

In the course oîf hi., readinz hie became
intensely intereste<l in the fate of those
colonies that hiad gune eut te Greeuland se

Joug ago and beetn lost siglit of for so nîiatiy
years. He not enly longed to, lsnw their
fate, but feared lest any who stilt survived

t nght fait awvay from the truth .and he dle-
s ired, bopide8 strengthiening that îvhicb

tmight stili remaiti, to itupart the gospel tt
f theheathen arotind thomn. For a long time

tlie kept hie feelings te himef, net everi
telling theri te hie cotupanion, but they
wvere ae fire ebitit up in hie boues, andi he
cotid not rest,
tFrederie IV. avas then KCing of Norway

tans Detimark and had sent out Ziegi-iîlîaig
and others as iesionaries to Tranquelir in
India. This encouraged hini te, apply in
behaif of Grewiland, and in 1710, jus thrver
years after his settliment at Vi-ageti, lie
sent a meineriai te the Ritg aîîd ivrote to

*hie own Bishop of Drontheiim and te R oid unIf
Rislhop of Bergen, to supptort hie petii.
It shows hie ardor that in an -fige -%vhesi mi-.
sionat'y isotieties were unkuown he pugiaed
forward- alone, and ir shows his practidînl

* pirit that ho obtained oucli influential mien
te second his appeal.
* This application te the King, howvvr,
gave publicity te, hie desirce, and hi8 -peo-
ple at once aet theinselve againet the untier-
taking. They. even stirred up hie ewîî

*family te oppose him. Haut§ Egede tried nt
firet te cempiy with their wvislues, but the
more lie triedl te, give uap the avrthe
gr6ater ae his dietress. Hie companlioa
snw this, and ivas induc 'ed te lîsten t> hiin.
and pray over the inatter, and the. recuit m-as
a sympathy avith his plans that never w -ver-
ed, but ever heiped him over hard pîau s,
where otherwise hie hinieîf iad- gene iînack-
wi4ard. Rer sytipathy se encotîrag. ci htin
now that hie addreeei a. memoî'ial t-, 1 b
College of MNisRions, anti again intreated the
bliis te steond hie petition. They, b. w-
evet' receitecdhim coldly and the avhole rub.
ject was.defe,-red frein ycar te year tinitier
vaLrionls lretexts. Mâeantunie he met n iti

*notbing but rnisunderstanding and ridieti,.
Things were laid te his chîarge that bu kîîew
net. Jge wua accused by some cf iusnniity.
atid by ethers of ambition te hecome the
Bisbiop cf Greenland.

Se fat' frorn yieltling Io eppesitioii, lie-
made a jeurney te the Capital and pr.ýs!# (l
bis suit in person before the Kinz h gr lit.
eti hinu. an interview. The recuit Na,- a
royal orcler thar, thise wbn hîid kuiowitu-
of tbc Artie régions should %end in thi it'
opinions te the Court, and thiey were se.
decidled in their opinions that hie beca," e
the olijeet cf even greater dlerision. As
lengt- he prevaila>d on a few mec te subsvt il e
£40 apiece, wiclh £60 frotu hituseif, andtile.
by dilnt cf patient labour lue get togi ther-
£2,000-in aIl, and With this a vessel aei
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