A Trip to Rainy River.

Fort Frances, July 26.—Last Satur-
dny evening, with grip in hangd, I step-
pad on board the steamer Edooa
Brydges for a trip to Ralny Lake and
selue River, to revisit that reglon and
wote the progress belng made in min-
Yz fevelopment since my first visit
foar years ago. 1 am not egotistical,
put I must say I felt a tremor of

pleasure creeping through my system
at the happy anticipation of going
over my old stamping ground of four
sears ago, noting the changes I ex-
pected to fiud, from the fact that X
was in part instrumental in bringiog
the preseut conuitions of things about.
Allegorically speaking, I c.alm the
credit of putting up the finger board
on the Little American mine, that
sbowed the way to the great gold
tields over in thie Queen's domains. In
May, 193, I grub staked o prospec-
tor and started him for Rainy Lake,
with instructions to explore the Min-
nesota slde of the lake, and scarch
dligently until e bad found some-
tilug good that would excite and in-
terest the people of St. Pau), Minne-
apols and Duluth, ani convinie them
of the existence of gold at thelr very
threshiold. My connection with 1in-
ing and exploring at the Lake of the
woods, and the difficulty we experl-
enced in trylng to got in American
capital and interest for the twelvo
years previous convinced me some-
tulng had to be done, as those people
were skeptical of our riches, and the
law protecting a miner and prospze-
tor in his rights. In abont threo
montiis my prospector reported tome
from ¥Fort Frances by letter, and
also sent me 8 bag of sawmp’es, show-
ing free gold, about G0_ pounds of
rock, part from the Little Canada on
the Canadian side, and a part from
the Little dmerican. These namces I
applied to the milnes, as both wereo
mall Islands, situated one on cach
sde of the boundary, and about four
mlles apart. I at once put onacrew
of miners to open up both propertles;
slectel some samples, and proceeded
to Duluth to secure a title for the
Little Amerlcan, and a'so to negotiate
a sale. I succeeded in finding a pur-
chaser, and sold to hlm and his asso-
clates for $10,000. The deal was
ckeed In Septemlter, and the follow-
log February a townsite was lald out
and called Rainy Lake City, with no
other developments belugz made other
than those on the Littie -American
and Little Canada. ZProspecting fol-
bwed on both sides of the line, al-
though the snow was four feot cerp.
Considerable land was taken up on the
Minnesota side, but the disreputable
law in force, known a8 the timber and
store nct, framed for the benelit of
Enlermen and land attoraeys, af-
forded an opportanity for contesting
clalms, and in consequence every claim
beated was belug contested for tho
tenefit of the land attorneys, who
orerran the land office and grew fat
Ir a system of blackmall carried on
ad legalized for thelr wse. In  tho
spring it was found that nearly all
the land clalimed on the ‘American side
was worthlees; that the mineral telt

ld ont near the Little Awmerican,
where thie goration changed. This,
together with the knowledge that the
oz province of Ontarlo possessed
aliberal mining Iaw, and the right
¥ scquire Ia and protection {for
ell caused the trend of prospecting
B lead np the Selne River and Mani-
1 Lake whichh spreads crver 150
205 north and cast. On this trip 1
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shall have to confine myself to Ralny
Lake and the Lower Seine River, these
belng the localities I am most inter-
ested In seelng developed, Our boat
left the whar! at 8 o'clock shiarp with
about thirty passcngors and forty
tons of frelght on hourd. The night
was pleasant, with o bright star-
llglxt that together with a [fine
dlsplay of aurora borcalis threw suf-
flctent light on island and lake to
define  their outlines, and make up
for the absence of n moon. 1 took
great onjoyment sitting at the stern
of the boat. I turned jn agbout 12
o'clock and slept soundly until wo
reaclhied the river, about 4 in  the
morring. The water was much high-
er than I cver saw it Dbefore, and
whnt was saud, reef and marsh when
I Inst saw it was now covercd with
watcer to o depth of eight or ten
foet. The rvecent raijuns in Northern
Minmtesota had swollen the tributaries
and caused o high stage of water in
Bainy river. It swept pearly all tho
docks along the river, but did littio
othier damage. The farmersof Rainy
river have made but little progress
in the past four years. Only a few
clearings can be termed farms, the
othiers being little patchesof triangle
shape. The great drawback of the
district is the absence of a railroad.
At Emo, about thirty miles from Fort
Frances, some progress lins beet made
towards the upbullding of a city. A
large sized hotel has been built, cap-
uble of accommodating about 150
people, and they now have about
thirty or forty Luests, moatly farm-
ers looking up land in the district.
There is also o fine blg saw miltand
arrangements are being made for the
erection of o flour miil Messts.
Stewart and Lockliart are the ‘en-
terprising gentlemen who are respon-
sible for all this improvemont. We
arrived at Fort Frances about 8 p.n.,
where a delegation of habitants who
were not too tired came down to
sen thie boat land. The people of Fort
Frances always scem to have a tired
and languld look about them. The
grass growing in the street would io-
dlcato as much. About 500 feet of
board trail, it could never bo called
stdewalk, is the only mark of promin-
ence. The old ramshackle lLulldings
erocten during the construction of
the canal of twenty-five years ago,
look like sad remembrances of adead
past. The location of Fort Franees
18 the prettiest spot on the cantinent.
When thic old inhabitants now occu-
pring it are gathered to their fath-
ers nnd the beantilnl green grasslike
a carpet covers the little mounds that
will mark their last resting place,
then will Fort Frances spring into
prominence and become a city. With
its natural advantages, being sjitaated
at the hiead ol the finest river on
the continent, havipg clghty miles of
maguilicent agricultaral land Iying
to the west ol it, the rlchiest gold
field bordering on the east and north
awl the greatest water power on the
continent, no town or city in Americn
possosees advantages liko it, yet the
people are cntirely ingdilferent to it
all. I leave for the Seine river to-
morrow aud will write a foll account
at tho mines. C M

SATINGS BANK TRANSACTIONS.

The transactions at tho Dominion
Government wavings bank for the
month ending July 815t were: De-
posits. $26.413.00; withdrawals, $17~
532.62. Deposits exoeod withdrawals
by 3658038

-

NEW U. 8. TARIFF,

Washington, July 31.—The compari-
son of the presont tarlf{f law with the
Witson act authorized by congress has
been comploted. It was made Dby
Charles 11. Evaus, who has heen engog-
ed In the snme capaclty In the prepar-
atlon of all the tarilf bills with waleh
congress has dealt since 1872, The
comparison s made in rates expressed
in ad valorem terms hetween thn pres-
ent law and the Wilson law. The
statement places the average «luty
rato under tho uew law at 54,66 per
cent advalorem, as agalust an aver-
age of 40.10 under the Wilson lnw,
the averages being figurod upon the
basis of values tn 1896, The schedutes
show the following fucreases in per-
centages: Chemicals from 2858  to
3067; wools and woolens 97.62 to
86.54: siks from 46.96 to 53.41; enrth.
enware and glassware 35 to 52.47;
metals 3B.11 to 49.24; sugars 40.94
to 74.16; tobacco 109.06 to 121.90;
agricultural products 22,44 to 8842;
spirits 61.54 to 68.3; cotton monufac-
tures 4275 to 5233, Some of the
Increnses expected in revenue are as
follnws Chemicals from $5,619,239 to
$8,423,084; earthenware and glass-
ware from $8,006.839 to §12.303,148;
metals from §13,196,416 to $17,.487.-
482; wanls from 3605749 to $2,439.-
5$36: sugars from $29,910,703-to $54.-
207.642; agricultural products from
$7727,614 to $14587Ld1, The estl-
mates are based upon tho supposition
that the valuo and ~olume of imports
will remain the same.

1109

INLAND REVENUE COI.LECTIONS.

The inland revenue collections in the
Winnipeg district during the month of
July were as under: .

SPITILE ccs e vee s cee ave e we o $ 9,140.09
Malt om T ............' 0520
Tobacco, manufactured ... o O

Tobazco, raw 1eaf cue coe coe ven oee 339.40
CIGATS . e oo vee cee vevens v +47.00
Methylated SPITIS oo eee cerene 415.84
p Z11.2.3.7. 1.7 S U U, X

Petroleum Insp. fees .. «. ceweee 30.93

t ————
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TIMES TAPROVING.

Bradstreets has a long article un-
der the leading ““A Tarn in the Tide,”
predicting prospercus times. The ar-
ticle sets out in the following fashion:
The tegiunings of a ground swell of
revived demand were pointed out in
JAradstreet’'s last week, and while
there is o T'oom in any part] wa- line,
there Is o general and widespread in-
;:!rcase in consumptive request in staple

nes.

BRITISH COLUMBIA SALMON. -

Vancouver, Aag. 3—~The huze ran of
salmon on the Fraser river continues
and a'l the canneivles have placed o
limit on the number to bo taken from
cach: hoat. Tie fishermen usuaily only
make one drift and eatelies of 200 and
300 fish are quite common; G54 (i<h
wero taught In one drift on Monday
night. Large quantitiecs of salmon
are heing saltel]l nnd as o result salt
has jumped in price from $11 to ¢35
per tou. .

It Is reporfed -that represcntatives

of n large Paclish buyer of salmon
now on the Fraser river are Invastiga-
ting into tho manner in which the
snlmon are put up, in- order to rod
«whother there I8 any trauth In the
reports of unclennlinesk, Speclal ‘in-
quiries are being wade into physical
condition of Chinese employecs and
whito employecs. 1% is hopod that as
n result_of the report, Chinces labor
may be dispensed wwith,



