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Sead Wheat for North Dakota.

Tho North Dakota railroad and warchouse
commiszion met tho represeneatives of the
elovator companics and the grain dealers in
Minneapolis on Janusry 18 to discuss the de-
sleabolisy of makiog an entire ohango in the
wheat ueed in that state this spring and to
consider the expento of makiog such a change.
It is said that much of the seed wheat used last
spring did not germinate, which partially ac.
counts for the short crop, After due consider-
ation the foliowing plan wasa decided upon by
tho farmers, and the commission undertook to
devire a means for carrying it out :—

Those on hizh land will use sced raised on
low places; those having a clay sofl will vse
wheat ralsed on black loam, and Minuesota
wheat will bie secured to replace that raised in
North Dakota.

In addition to tho oxpense attached to tho
propaeed ohaugo, it has heen felt by the com.
mission that t*¢ success of the plan depended
on the co.operation of the elavator men, aund it
was for the purposo of seoing what assistance
would be rendered by the Minneapohs firms
that the conference washeld, After discussing
it wua fully decided that the commissivn snould
diow up a circulsr letter to be srnu to the
ageats of all the elevator coinpanics, in
which the latter are intorested, to save
all tho best wheat offered for saule, to

urchase it, unload from wagrns, eto., and
oad on to cars in {ransit for such North Dakota
points as the commission may suggest, and to
store when necessary, the only expense to be
borne by che farmer being that” of transporta-
tinn and the oricinal purchase price, The coat
of storing, loading and unloadiog, ete., will
ba the contrii utton of the olevator men to the
farmera in makiog the change, This arrange
meat was considered satisfuctory to the com
mission and it was decided that as scon as
possible the letter should be written nad print-
ed copies would Lo furnished to the cluvator
firms to be sent to their agents, Nearly all of
the larger elevator companies were represented
io the meeting and two of the three members of
the commission were here.—Farm Implements.

Coltivation of Flax.

Flax is a crop which might be grown to ad
vantage morelargely in Manitoba, on vew land,
asit is enid to be particularly adapted to the
first crop on virgin soil. The Western Farm
Journal speaks as follows regarding this crop
in the United States:—

The growth of flax for seed in the United
States is now praotically limited to five atates,
parely, Mionesota, Inwa, Kaunsas, Nebraska
and South Dakota, aud it is so largely a pioneer
crop that the production is declining even in
these states as they grow away from pioneer
conditions. It is not one of the crops that the
department of agriculture reports regularly
from year to year, and statistics of continuous
production are therefore not available, but an
effort was made, by special investigation,
to ascertain the acrecage and yield for
tho years 1801 and 1892, and from the report
based upon the investigation it appears
that in 1891 the five states named grew 1,696,-
239 acres of the 1,927 93 acres devoted o
flax in the coustry, which is equivalent to
88 per cent. of ths acresge, In that year the
five states named produced 13,988,081 bushels
of seed, the total production of the country be-
ing 15,455,272 bushels, Tho production of the
five flax sced states therefore amonnting to
90.5 per cont. of the total crop of the United
States. In 1892 the acreage devoted to flax in
the entire country was 1,477,361 acres, of
which the five states named furnished 1,374,-
905 or 93 per cent., and the yield for the wholo
country was 11,103,440 bushols, of which 10,
294,057 bushels were grown in .the five flax
seed states, tho product of these being 92.7

er cont, of the whole. Tho acreage decrease
rom 1891 to 1892, 23.3 per cent., and the yield
decrease, 27.6 prr cent.  The decreaso of acre-
age in the fve tlax sced stetes way a little loss
than 19 per cent., and the desrease in the yield
wae 26 4 per cent,

When tho nature of flax culture for seed is
considered, the further declino in its area and
production may be fairly expected. It has
now almost who!ly dissppeared east of tho Mis.
sissippl River, aud wlule high prioes for seed
might temporarily increase the urea devoted
to tt, it iv nevertheloss bouand to decline. As
has heen said, it i3 a pioncer crop, grown on
new 80il becausea,it is valuable as a subduer of
rich virgin prairio, aud becanso it is an casy
money crop at & time when an casy jmoney
crop iv badly needed, but no soil wiil long en.
dure its cul ivation. Ia B-lgium, where 1t is
grown for fihre, once in cight, twelve, and, in
somo cases, twenty years is as vfren as the
fariners care to grow it.  ln the flax districts
of Irelund eight years is the rule, Shounld the
time come when it shall bo grown for fibre in
this couutry a similar rute will probably be
found nececreary here, but in tho meantime, as
long as Iy 13 grown for seedl merely, its ctitiva-
tion wilt grow of leas and less impourtance as
the pisneer canditinne which make it desirable
a0 teceded from.— Western Farm Journal,

Flour Trade in Englaud.

We heav from miilers complaints of bad
trade, but all are ruaaniaz th ir plauts full
time, and the small range of profit is in realivy
the ouly cause of complalat.  Iporters of
foreign flour assure us that quut.tions in
America are fully 1s G1 per sick uver the
Liverpiol parity and that shipments hence
during the remaiuder of the season will be
vary light, but this specious cry has su often
becv heard bef re that we imagine no atten
tion will bo paid to it a-~v luuger, for the
truth is that the United Kingdum this sea-
son is importing at the rate of 8} million
sucks per an-um, or fully equal to le actaal
imports of last season when all previons e
cords were bealen, It is of coarse possible,
if not probable, that for the next few weeks
shipments may be light, and that by the end
of the season the aggregate quaantity of for-
eigan flour imported iwnay be a few hundred
thousand sacks lesa than last year's great to
tal, but we feel that it will only lead to
dissppointwent and loas if reliauce be placed
upnn the theory of seriously reduced receipts
ot flour from America this season. Such a
change in the usual course of trade can only
take place slowly, and although wo look for.
ward with Lope to the day when British flour
will hold 1ts own markot and compete with
America on neutral ground, yet the time is not
yet.—Corn Trade News, January 16,

Freight Rates aﬁd Traffic Matters,

The Chicago Daiy Trade Bulletn of Jan, 27
tays:—The railrcaas are having very litile i
grain, aud although ageuts claim to be main-
taining the new tarilf, there were uncon-
firmed rumors of private cats. The tariff
rate on flour and grain to New York
is 2jc per 100 lbs and 30c on provisions.
Through business to Liverpool was slow and
rates steady at 343 to 37.66¢ per 100)bs on flour,
22.55¢ per bushel ou wheat, 22¢ corn, and 45
to 49 69c per 100 lbs on provisions, There was a
better demand for vessels to load and store
grain for spring shipment, and rates were stead-
ter at 293¢ on wheat and 2i¢ on cora to Buffalo,
and 3¢ for corn to Kingston,

The C.P R. has made a traffic arrangement
with the Gieat Northern by which the C.P R.
enters Seattle, The arrangement goes into
effect February 1st aund a daily service each
way will be commenced. It wiil be a jning
train, the Great Northern haudling it to New
Whatcom, and the C.P.R. from Whatcom to
Vancouver,

New Wheat Fields in Africa.

It may be recolected by some that wbout a
year or two ago mention was made in Lheso
columns of the urrival in this ¢ untry of samples
of wheat and barley from Ugiada, eays the
Liverpool Corn I'rad: News. We now give an
extract from the Mauchester Funrdian of Jan,
12 boaring upon the same auljeog - —

I hear that samples of both wheat and
barley grown on the Kikuyu plateau in British
East Africa havo rea~hed the country, and that
in Mark Lane the very highest opinioa is ex-
pressed of the quality of both samptes. This
is ospecially the case with referenco to the
bailey, which I am told has been declared to
be ax fiua o vninple ns has ever heen shown in
the market, Tre Kikuyu platean is on an
avirage from 5,000 feet to 7,000 feet above sea
lsvel, and is one of the regions which Captiin
Lugard refers to as a probahle field for Kuro-
pean owcupition, slthouyh mtuated within tho
tropics.  As compirad with N)assaland it has
soveral advantages asa grain producing region,
not the leas* ut which 1s that whils the parg of
the Lake Nyussu tegion most readily available
for culuvativu—the Shire highlands—i a suo.
cession ot hills und wvall-ys, on the Kikuyu
plitean there is a stretch of country 100 mlf'es
long which is nowhere below 5,000 feet above
8+a lovel  OIf courss nothing can be done to
dovelop this great grain growing region until
cheaper modes of transpoct are iotroduced, and
[ betieve thut the aldvocates of a rallway from
Mombasa to the Victoria Nyarz. are especially
pteased at the resvlt of the experiment of grow-
tug wheat oud Yarley in a district through
wuich the prejected I'ue would pass. It is
poainie that suaples of tris wheat a1d hailey
muy ba on view ut the meeting of the Royal
Geoeraphiceal Society nexr Moodsy evening,
when Dre. Gregary, of the Biitisn, Museum, 18
10 vearl n poper on his asesnt of Mount Kenia
and s jouraey in Eaat Africa.”

Mauitoba and Noruhwastserﬁ Bailway.

Mr. Justice Biin dclivered judgment at
Winnipeg on Wednacday on the application
made to him by the Eglish boadholders of the
Muauitobs and Northwestera Rulaay for leave
to filo a bill fur the appoiatment of a receiver
and foreclosure of their morstgize. The poeti-
tion was filed oo behalf of Francis Douglas
Grey, of East Sheen, Surray, Eugland; Lieu-
tenant-Coloael anl Sir J. R. Heron Maxwell,
of Hamilton House, Toating, Sucrey, haronet.
By a deed dated Apnl 160, 1856, the firat 180
miles of defendant’s r a1 wore grantad to the
petitioners as trustees for certatn bondholders
for advances made. The deeil contained a pro-
vision that in caso of defantt ia payment the
trustees could take possession of the railway
and operate the same.  D.fault has been made
in payment. Ia June list, on the application
of the plaintiffs, who were jalgment debtors,
a receiver was appointel by the court. The
petitioners allege that the reveoues from the
first 180 miles are more thaa svficient to pay
the running expenses of that division, but the
receipts from an additional portion of the road
and two branches are not sufficient to pay the
runniong expenses thereof, and tho receiver has
appiied monies whizh he has received from the
firat division in and towards the running ex-
penecs of the other porti6bs of the road. The
pet.tioners ask that leave may be granted to
the:r to take such proceedings in the court as
they may be ndvised for the appointment of a
receiver and for the foreclosure of their mort-

gage.

His Lordship dismissed the petition with
costs, exrept that he held that the respondents
had nos shown any reason why the petition, so
far as it asked for leave to proceed to eaforce
the exccution of the deed of further assuranco
of the second fifty miles by the cowmpany,
should not be granted,



