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country even at tho loes of some of his inde:
pondegco. But the ruler de facto of Turkes.
tan could nat commnund entrance through
the Chinese gatcs, nor (ree transit throughb
tho Weatern nnd Centra  Provinces. The
nonopoly of tr de in Central Asia, anda
mors direct caravai routo than the Siberian
appronches by Kinchta snd Urga for the ex-
chango of Rusrsi-n and Chiness products,
would fulfil the two great objrets of Russian
policy m these regions. No doubt this, and
not designs of invasion or any direct menaco
to our Indian posecesions, hns been Russin’s
aim from the beginning of its ndvances to
wards Kashgar, If it bo truo that Yakoob
Beg has cither defeated the first Chineso
force, ar is in strengih to march with 40,000
men to Ilami, on the border of the desort,
and the nearest stition to the Kunyu Pass on
tho Chincse tesritory. he must have felt
strong enough to dely Russia and China to-
gether to pluck the cight Mahommedan
citics and the fertile valicys of Kashgar from
his grasp, Wo wait with some interest for
Iater intelligence, 1lis success may or may
not meun future trade between India and
Central Axia, but his defeat and the triumph
of the Russian snd Chinese alliance would
certaindy mean our exclusion and an im-
mense trade monopoly for Russin. The
opening of the firat railway in Chinn, though
but & very small beginning, is an event of
gearcely less importance; an importance
only to bo unilerslood by those who are
conversant with the persistent obstacles in-
terpoded by the Chinese nuthorities hitherto
Lot Peking apd in the provinces. That
these should have been overcome nt ohe
point i a.sure presage that they must at no
distiat date yield nt others. It menus rail
way communication in the interior, and with
it, as a.neceesary and logieal consequenco,
tbe break down of all the cobstructions to
inland foreign trade and residence, ‘This
would be a gain that might wel! be accepted
48 a set-off to the Russian advance from the
side of Nongolia and Central Asin,and would
go far to neutralise all the efforts of that
country to secure the monoply of Asiatic
trade north of the Uimnlagas. This com.
m reial sivalry, in which Russia sceks, by all
tho means imperial power can wield—by
arms avd diplomacy, by political support,
by now railway and telegraphic lines—to
secure & monogoly, being content with no
thing less, places Great Britain in irseconul
able antagoniswm to her, and brings the two
pations fuce to lace across the whole breadth
of Asia, from the Bosphorus 10 the Guif of
Pecheli.  And the samo great commercial
wtereste—important alike to Loth countries
—form the links by which the “Eustein
Question”’ of Constantinople is connected
#ith the muvements of Russia and Chins in
Central Asin, and givo the true measure of
the Exstern question of the precont day. ’

Tur sbove article from the Pall MallGazelle
is not calculated to inspire any fears for our
fulure in India, or that Russian aggression
will seriously imoperil the hold of Great
Lritain on its Estern peesessions ; because
it ia esident the real checkmato to Russian
domination in tho East will te found in
theupening up the Celestinl Empirve in front
and Persfa on the fank by Railways,

Tho Euphrates Valley Railway will now
Lecome & necessity, and with it the acquisi~
tion of Syria. Towards thns end our Enstern
policy hes been bent ever since Mr Grap
sioxr and his philantbrophic friends wero so
unceremoniously shelved by the English
people, '

A aosT valuable lecture was delivered at
the *Roynl United Servico Iustitution,” 12th
Feb , 1875, by Lieut. Colonel Artuur Leaur,
RE, on *Military Bridgo Construction,”
the opening paragraphs aro as follows : —

“When a nation has decided to be pro -
pared for war, the indispensible conditions
ate: 1—Po enrol and train men to light.
¢ 2To provide material for theiv ¢ guip-
ment. ’

103 And supplies fc1 meintenance. ‘These
conditions being lulfilled rnd war being de-
cided on, ono of the first wilisary points
which will neccssarily come under the con
sideration of the General appointed tv direct
tho war is, the communicalions of his army.

L] - * » L]

“ By communications onoe vsually under-
stood Roads, Rutlwaye, Ganalsand Telegraph
hnes,” and wo may ndd navigable Livers, es.
pecially on this continent.

The want of proper Brigade cquipment in
the DBritish service is then conmmented on,
and it is poiated out that as an insular row-
or its chiel meavs of communication has
been hitherto its Fleet.

The Crimenn campaign, wihits very ex-
ceptional circumstances, is adduced ns an
instunce of the total want of the most com-
mon appliances for the use of the Engineer
corps; but as it is well known that the siege
of Sebastopole would not bave been brought
to & successful conclusion without tho aid of
the Ciril Engineets of Great Britain, we
must assume that the Xililary corps were
wanting in practical experience alone in the
artof road and bridge building snd embank-
m>2nt; nor does it appear ftom the lecture
tbat fvant has yet been thorougly remedied,
nor can it ba as long as the Royal Engineer
corps aro keot only at such experiments as
Woolwich aflords, or as Ashantes Expedi-
trons can givo. *

The next announcement is worth careful
attention, *In Railways a new element of
immense military importance hasg arisen, snd
1 need scarcely say that for Railways bridges
sre more indispeneable tban they were for
any pre-existing communications.” '

A practicsl lesson on this eutiject has been
taught tho world by the events of the late
civil war in the United Stslcs in 1861 65—
in no country at any timé hds there been
such varied or exlensive practical experience
acquired in Railway bridging or in cressing
troops and material of war over rivers and
streams to which the Prak would be o mere
rivulet by comparison, It mustalgo be re-
membered that sll this wonderful concen-
tration of talent, practical experience and
organisation waa not derived from the train-
ingof a Military College, but acquired in the
pursuit of civil life snd carried out by men
who had no military training. ©

The lesson has bornoe only helf fruits inas.
much as practical teaching on such suljects
is neglected as much now as when the great
need arose, Militery Engineers are kept at
Experiments on a small scalé a1 d not allow-

ed tho scopa in dealing with natural or phy-
sical objects which the civil brauch of the
prolession enjoys.

‘The lecturer devides his classification as
follows :—

¢ Military Biidges nro of two clusses: I~
Thoso formed on floating supports or piere,

2-—Those of which thio supports are fixed."
And wo think a third might be added in the
vi ry useful anid by no means contemptible
ciass of what wo know on this continent as
Jlying or rope bridges.

Thoe lecturer gives us a very intoresting
bit of ancient military history respecting the
celebrated floaling bridge, built by order of
« Xurxgs more than 2,355 years hgo,’’ across
the Helleepont—Csasar’s bridge across the
Rhiune, and in modern days the operationa
of the French Republican and Imperial
armies.

Instunces are given of the construction of
Bridges in 1854-6 during the Russian war in
18517 9, during the Indian mutiny, the Jtalian
war in 1859, the Jmerican civil war in 1861~
63, the Danish war in 1864, the Austrian war
in 1866, the German war iu 1870-1, and the
Ashaniec war in 1874.

In the latter the Bridge across the Prak
wes the most distinguisbed feature of Mili-
tary Engineering the operations afforded.
‘The River was only 185 feet wide, and three
to ten feet deep; it appears to have had a
swilt currer and to be subject to sudden
rise,

The Bridge, of which a plan sad elevation
18 given, appears to have been a combination
of cribs and trestle with spans or bays of
ubout 20 feet, to have a roadway six feet
wide—its height abose stream is not givén,
but an elaborate descsiption of the mode of
building and lan)émg the crib,in the stream
are given. R

To us who are familiar with bridgingrivers
over Zhree limey the greatest depth of ibo
Drah, the elaborations of the details in
launching a erib of 86 on hottom and 413
an top appenrs to be very complicated, but
it wns probably the best and most eflective
method within reach at the time, and deser-
ves all the attention bestowed on its illuze
tration; but the grest value of the lecture
is the concise rules lsid down for military
bridge construction.

Tho following table is extremely valusble:

LOADS ON MILITARY DRIDGES.

“The following ore the principal loads
that can be brought on o bridge by the pass
age of troops of various kinds guns, &o.

“Infautry in merching order, average
weight 2001bs. per man, cause when crowded
aload of 1% cwt. per lineal fooi of roadwny.

“Iofantry in marching order in file crowd-
ed cause a load of about 2} owt. per lineal
foot of roadway. *

“Infantry in marching ordor of fours
crowded cause n load of 5 cwt, per lineal
foot of roadway,

¢ Infantry in marching order when orowd:

ed in a disorganised mass, may cauze a load



