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To Corrrsroxpexts.—Lotters addressed to
eithier the Editor or Publisher, as well as
Cowmunications intrided for publication,
musl, invatiably,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that one emd
ot the envelope should be left open, and |
at the corner the words ** Printer’s copy '
vritten and 2 twvo or fve cent stamp (ac
cording to the weight of the communica.

tion) pliced thiereon will pay ths postags

sz Lwor. J. B, Vixtar, of Vietorin, is
our authorised Agent for Vapeouver 1slind,
British Columbia. Asis also Captainlil. V,
Spyosns for New Westminster and adjicent
country.

T'ne article on * 'l‘oryeﬁa\.uuck and De- |
fence,” which is appended shows with what
ease those boasted weapons of Marine War
fare can Le rendered effective. We have
always rated them at theic proger valae and
are notsurprised at any manifestauons which
may urise. They are not even use.nl in
defence of a roadstead and much less in
an action at sea,

¢ Captain Harvey, R N, the wventor o
the towing Oller torpedo, tays it'down as a
pimary rule s tactical wstruciions for
the use of the weapon that an attack upon
ships by torpedoes should always be mde,
if possible, under the cover of mght, It
evident that such a rule appties with much
greater significance when wu atlack is made
upon ships is lying at anchorin a rosdstead

than under other conditions, and it was with
reference to those, most probably,that Cpt. |
Llarvoy nerived at his conclusions, and also;
only 1 relation to the lorpedoes of the pre-
sent, ivhiich have to b taken to the enemy,
and not to those of the future, which we are
promised shall be fired from a tabe [lixed
helow a vessel's waterline, and which will
thus tako the form of submarine artullery.
t'heNw il Torpodo Commitiee have given the
subject of attack by torpedo bLoats at uight
upaa ships at nuchor consilerable attention, !
and have proved by experinentl pa‘.wlic:-.
that in the msjority of instancesthe torpedo

upon, was anchored at Spithead, and onon.
occasion was cousilered to hiave Loen m de
almost impregnablo agiinst any attrek by a
strong crinoline framework of booms nn.ll
spars built up round, supplemented by her
boats rowing-gusrd round her within hail |
mg distunce.  he ship had also theadvan
tage of knowing that a Lout torpedo stinck
would be mute upon herand the time when
the attack might be expected,  Notwith
standing these imyportaut advantages 1o the
ship's favor the toipedo bois—steam Lin
nac:s— buarst through the MNonarcl's cordon
of guard boats, gotuver the difliculty of the
projecting crinoline spr defeuce,wd struck
the (rigate with thde dummy torpedoes

These results proved that any vessel lying
at auchor at night must be futally deliciens
in her defensive powers in o want of mens
for searching with lightning quickness and
distinctuess the surfuce of the water to «
consilerable distance around the ship.

To supply this want«flectually My H. Wilde
of Manchester, some time since submitted
to the Admirnlty a proposition for the use of
one of his electro magnetic induvtion ma-
clunes, fitted with a proper spparatus for
projecting tho beam of light poduced vpon
distant otjects. Uune of these mnchines has
Leen fixed on board the Comel, twin screw
gun vessel at Portsmouth (one of the short
and light draught-boat curying one 18 ton
gun on a raising and lowering plutform, on
the Armstrong:Rendel pluny and was tested
durg the nights of Thursday and Friday,
under the supervision of Captain Boys,
commanding the Lwecclled guunery estab
lishment, and members of the Nuval and
War Oflice Torpedo Committees, with the
most complete success.

Un Fbursday, the Comet left Portsmoath
Hurvour for the vastain ¢ntrances to Syit
hicwd, from the chiannel at about § pan.; but
half an hour before Jeaving a fisst experiment
was made with the machine and its prejector
lens in throwing the beamof light rvund the
upper part o' Lortsmouth Harbor. The e
sulis were starthing.  The gunnery ship
Lrellent, with her tenders and the boats
alongside and at the bormend,long lengths
of seawall enclusing the dnckyard extension
wurks, the mudbanks — it being nearly low
water—the dsia aud the vessels about hor
and further away Farebam Creek, Her
Majosty s y.cht Victoria and Albert, the
Glutlfon monitor, aud the fow men-of-war
voats moving about between the ships nt
tho tiwe, ull stoxl out with wenderful dis-
tinctness as the elcctric light touched them,
Bat, beyoud all othars, the Glution, in her
Freuch grey paint, given her as au invisible
dress at certaia distunces by daylight, shone
out in weird sgleadcur. It needed no subse:
quent oxperiment to prove that a vessel
painted in neutrakceolormust stand out very
much more distinctly under the influence
ol tho clectric light than another vessel at
the same distance, and painted with the ope

dinary black coating of our broadside iron-
clads.  When the Comef subsequently left

l the hubor and had t.ken 6n board the

members of the Torpedo Committves off
Southsen, she stenmed to a position off
Brading and the enst end of thoe Islo of
Wight and anchored, attacks being then
made upon her by two stenm pinnace tor-
pedo Loy, from directions unknown on
boanrd the Comel  When thd baats had been
away a certain time tho electrio hight wus
Lronght into phiy, its beam sweeping tho
sufirco of the water and in cach instance dis
cuvering the to.pedn boits before they
conhl legsen n mile distaneo between them
amd the Comt,  Discoverad at such a dia.

tattack upon the ship mu-t bo suteissful. | tance, their nttack,of couree, w.s consiler d
| The Monarchone of the ships cxpenimented 1o huve ulterly Lailod,

un Friday the Comet was anchored in
Stokes Bay, near tho west ond of the
wmeasuved mile, aud bueyed off' for the
speed teiuls of HerMaj a1y’s ships  Captum
Boys and the members of the Torpedo Com-
uiittees made a number of experiments with
the bght, upon which oflici A repoits will te
mde, a3 will also bu.dvne with the experi
menta conducted on the pravious day.  {f
we knew, which wo do not, the exact details
o} ull these cxperunents, comment upon
them here would be out of place as antic-
pating the reports to be yet mado by Cupt,
Boys snd the members of the commuttees,
What was evident to all ufloat and on the
look-out for the tiial of the new light on the
mglus of lhursduy or Fiiday was that its
power was immense, and of this we may
speak fieely nnd yet brielly. On Friday, as
on ‘TLursday, no boat could approach the
light within & mile without Yeing at once
discovered, and the grey or winto painted
steatu-pinunce  was  alivays  mueh  more
prominently and buger in view under tho
hght e the o her in its coat of black
paint.  In a bout at 2000 yards distance
from the Comet, and with the beam of light
Lrought to bear upon the boat, the Times
could be read with the greatest ease.

Tuw: subject of Llecloral Warfare acenpicl
the atlention of the Society of Telegraplns
Euginecrs duning two sittings in Februuy
lust, and we 1epublish from Broad <L rure of
l11th Apnl, the discussion which Mr.
{1oLMes' paper on that subject ovoked.

From the examples given it is evident tht
for coast defence electiicad or weckinical
torpedoes are alike inapplicable and inch
cient, The Paraguayin War is no gxceptivn
Lo the general rale, becauso whatever torpe.
does were used weie operated in compara-
tively caln water, and the result as faras
the operstors were concerned was not en-
conraging. * Those who did not Llow them
selees up died duriag the war,” and other
causes beside the dread of submerged mines
operatedgo keep the formiduble Hleet Harn
Vox TravesruL speaks of at bay.

Notwitstanding Mr 1ot mes’ declirating
¢ thyt an electrie.d systen of torp. dues for
Iand defence was a mucl more difficult task
than the protection of a coast by like means.”
We belicve that any man particalarly ac-
quanted with the use of Glycerine, Dualine,
gun cotton or any ot the new explosiyes will
bo of opinien that land defence stk such
agents is a comparalively ensy task, but that
e read dithicuity with soa torpedoes by e
same means anses {rom physical obsta hs
which uo art or power can overconie,



