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'of being suporior to the averago British sol
“dier in any capacity ; and whilo it mny be
possible to handle them in poaco man
muvres, a vory diffurent stato of affuirs will
be oxporienced in aolual warfare,

Wae should like to soo the whole question
ofskirmishing intelilgently disoussed, and
tho ponding chango in tactics adopted with
refarenco to tho management of & battalion
undor fire, and to the preservation of its or-
ganization in aotion. Wodo not believe in
half battalions, It is not possible to handle
suck a body effectively ; aud we are satisfied
that the wholo problem of tactics must bo
salved by actual practico in a wnner con.
sonant with our crganizition.

WE publish to day n lettor which appoared
in tho U.S, Army and Nuavy Journal of 28th
Decomber, on tho q.estion of the rival
forpedo boats of Messrs. Eriossoy and Lay,
the perusal of which will not give the
reader any very satisfuctory iden of the
mechanioal valuo of cither.

The admission mado by the gallant
writer that the Lay Zorpedo is ¢ intendeQ to
ettack an enemy going straight for the
opponont ; and after performing hor
mission properly skhe will not be expccted
{o relurn, is of a character to shew the im-
practicability of a systom that will aacrifice
a boat at every operation,

\Vith all due deference to the inventors,
the Board of distinguished officors aud the
gallant Commander Kirrraxp, the Lay for-
pedo boat is quite as complicated a machine
as the Ericssoy, and both are wholly un-
suited to tho objects for which thoy are o3~
tensibly intended.

Capt. Kigraxp forgots that the slack of
the telegraph wire of the forpedo boat will
have the effect of causing that complex ma.
chine to drift out ofits course, especially if
the tide is rnnning down, so that attack at
highwater is only possible. Moveover, the
danger of fouling is one that cannot be
avoided or evaded, and tho chances of ris
ing again ifsubmerged arevery smail. Alto-
gother, it is evident such a craft will be of
little use, except as a toy ; and as it is not
necessary for ironclads to anchor within one
mile of shore, its value as a weapon of de-
fence would be nothing, ‘The distance cun-
not be increasod, because the slick of her
connecting cablo would only add to her ten.
dency to drift.

It isovident that forpedses must be con-
tined to narrow nivers; and theycan only be
used as obstructions, being more easily
placed, but notas eflective ag piles.

‘The explosive force of a submarine mine
rarely extends over a radius of fiffeen or
twenty feot; an ordinary seine made of
two inch: rope, sunk ‘to a depth of twelve
feet outside the hawse swi: g of an ironclad,
would render the torpedo boat useless.

‘There are olher ways of neutralizing the

efiorts of -this -puny -substitute for a good
gunboat.

W= copy from tho Broad Arrewan article
on American Iarbor Defence, which appenrs
to bear out what wo havo always held to Le
tho fact with respect to turpedses, that they
re auxtlinries only to be olussod with pilas,
abbatis, chevaux de friese, booms, or any
other method of obstructing passages and
bolding an adversary under fire till his do-
moralization or destruction was accomplish-
ed, but that thoy could not bo usedas active
means of offenco, and that their valuo as do
fensivo ngonts would be noutralized by sim-
ply landing a force to storm the supporting
forts or turn their defences, and that they
can be avoided in almost any case,

As seaports will be nssailed from the sea,
1t 19 ovident thoir first line of defence must
not be closo in ghove, and, as Broad Arrew
points out, any nation trusting oxclusiv ely
to inshore defenso, abdicates its rights as
s maritime power, and relies more on the
forbenrance of ils mneighbors than on its
means of active resistanco.

1n the ovent of any Europoan contest,
for tho balanco of this ecentury at least, it
will not be necessary to take tho United
States into account at all,. and English
statesmen should realize this fact : that she
has no navy, is nt in & position to create
one, aud that this Dominionis able to hold
her milaary power in checl, if England will
only do her duty on the seaboard,

It is ovident that the English military
journals have at length fathomed tho full
depth of Yankee proteusion, and that thoy
aro enabled to seta true value on the efforts
our neighbors are ablo to make. Forty
millions of people, scattered over a surface
of two million square miles, are not formid-
able opponents ; especially when every part
of that territory is traversed by navigable
rivers, easily accessible, and there does
not exist any efficient means of ‘keoping an
enamy at arms-length.

‘Tee Dert Ssep Corrarsen.—Last night
about half past ten o'clock, the residents in
the vicinity of the.Drill Shed twore startled
by a crashing noise, and on examination it
was found that the drill shed roof had caved
in, and the whole institution became flat.
tened out. The scene todny was one of gen.
eral destruction, the debris being strewed
around everywhero. Some of the arniories
were stove in, and a number of muskets
stowed therein considerably damaged. For.
tunately thero was no fire in the building or
a general confligration and * blow up "
would have been the result. No person
was injured, but the family of Sergeant Mi.
Jjor Evans, who reside in the northen part ot
the bwilding, had a narrow eseape. The
roof had been in a shaky condition for some
time, and the mass of snow accumulated on
it was 100 much for it, and down it came.
The structure was built some years ago by

Messrs. Chiistie & Owens, and cost £6.U00-

and at last it has succumbed to the tumble

down fate of the drill sheds throughout the

Dominion. It is somewhat murvellous that

80 many of them have come to grief after so

glgogb an existence.~London Herald, Jan, 4
13.

i

343

Tho Japan Muel denies that the clergy
have Leen invited by tha-Japaneso Govoern.
wient to take part in tho discusswn of tho
question of religious toleration.

Many pirates have been -captured nnd
destroyed.

All actlors anl wrettlers in Japan lavo
boen natified that they can persure their
profession only threo years longer, when
they must follow somo useful employment.

Mals Japanese nro no longer reqaired to
shave their heads, but a  tupknot must Lo
rotain-d,

Tho Japaneso Government has granted
tho potition of the native morchants to be

allowed to construct tlegraphis and rail
roads.

-

The Aguoro} expedition is reported to
have made a Ianding in Cuba on the Edgar
Stuart.

‘The Hearld states that the steamer Edgar
Stuart, which recently sailed from Aspin:
wall and Carthagens, had a full cargo of
arms and ammunilion and some volun®
lcors.

The steamship Erio, Capt. Finkle Pargh,
of the United States and B.azil steamship
Company's line, which sailed from Rio Jane*
iro on the 26th Doe. for New York via West
India ports, was burned atsea on tho Ist
of January, off Pernambuco. All on board
were saved.

The mail steameor from Rio de Janeiro
with advices to tho l4th Dsc. has arrived.
There had beon bloody election riots i tho:
City:of Parana. and several persons wero
killed,

A letter from a naval officer states that
the populition at Tientsin, near Pekin, aro
are muchalarmed, from the fact the Chineas
boing liberally supplied with breech:
foading-arms. .

The Minister of Public Works and the.
Minister of Justice and ecolgsiaatical officors
have resigned. Their successors have.not
yot been appointed.

The obsequies of the late ex'Emperor of
France wero celobrated in this city to'day
and participated in by immense crowds of
people. The mayor and prefect and- troops
stationed in the city.also took part in the
ceremonies, '

A boiler in a factory at Charleroi explod .d
this morning, with most fatal results. Four
persons were instantly killed, and a large
number wounded, some of them.in a vevy
serious manner.

Tho Lzvant Times announces that the Sul
tan has confided the instruction of his
youngest son, Abdal-Medjid, to Hali1 Pasha
Grand Master of Artillery. IIis Imperia
Highness, who is not five years of age, will
commence his studies after Bairam, by
daily attending tne gun- factory, Tophaneh




