504
T e
VOLUNTEER REVIEW
And Military and Naval Gazette,
VOLUME V.
1871.

HE VOLUNTEER REVIEY enters on the
A fifth year of 1ts oxistence. When ft was first
projected feavs wero enterlalned for 11s ultimate
stieeess, ag two efforts of a similar kind hiad been
made ana falled for want of support; but we nre
happy to say thoso fears wero groundiess, and
that the VoLUNTEER REVIEW may now be sald
to bo firmly established, thanks tn the support
it has met with from the hands of tho Volunteer
Forccof tho Dominton. It now clrculatos largely
through Ontarlo, Quobec, Now Rrunswiclk, Nova
Scotia, and even tho now I'rovitico of Mauitol s
has extended fts gencrous support. Nor is it
contined {o these Pr/+inces only, but in the
Mother Country, ando.cen tho United States it has
subseribers und supporters. No other journal in
the Dominfon has so wldo and extended a clreu-
Jatlon as the VOLUNTEER REVIEW, and there-
foro it offers unparalleled factljties to genernl ad-
vertisors, Our terms for aavertising will be found
liberal on application, cither personally, or by
letter post paid.
Tho VOLUNTERR REvVICW will bo supplicd to
clubs at the usual reduced rates, viz:

CLuns of Fiveand upwards will bo supplied ot
$1.60 per annum tor each copy.

Cruns of Tenand upwards at (ho samo rale,
tho getter up of tho Club to recelve one copy free
forone year. Payment strictly faadvance,

NoVolunteer oflicer can bie well posted con-
cerning tho condition, movements, and prospects
of the Forco uniess he roceives the VoLUNTEER
REVIEW.

Wo number amongst our Correspondents and
Contributors some of tho ablest writers on mill.

ary subjects in America.

Full and rollable reports of RirLy MATCHES,
INSPECTIONS, and other matiers connected with
the Force appear regularly in our Colnmuns,

AGQENTS.

Liveral terms will bo oficred to Adjutants, In.
stractors, and others who act as agents for s in
theirseveral corps.

LT.-CoL. R. LOVELACE, 1< our General Agont
for the Provinces of Ontarlo and Quehee,

Mp. ROGER HUNTER for that of New Brans-
wick and Nova Scotla.

REMITTANCES should be addressed te DAW-
SON KERR, Proprictor VOLUNTELR REVIEW,
Ottawa.

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

1s publishcd EVERY MONDAY MORNING, at
OTTAWA Dominlon of Canada, by DAWSON
KERR Propriotor, to whom all Business (or-
respondence should bo addressed.

TERMS—=TWO DOLLARS por annum, strictly
in advance. N

T0 CORRESPONDENTS:

All Communications rogarding the Militia or
Volunteer movement,orforthe Editorial Depart-
ment,should bo addressed to tho Editorof THE
VOLUNTEER REVIEW, Ottawa.

Communicationsintended for insortion should
90 writteno! ono slde ofthe paperonly,

Weocannot undertake to return rejeeted com-
mqunications, Correspondents must invariably
sendus confidentially, their name and address,

Alllotters must bo Post-pald, or they willnot
2 talten out of tho Post Office,

Adjutantsand Officers of Corps throughout the
Provinees are partfcularly requested 1o favor us
regulrniy withweoklyinformationconcerningthe
movements and do.ags of thieirrespective Corps,
inelwding thefixturosrfor drill, merchingout, rific
- practico &ec.

Weshalltacl abliged tosuch to forward all in-
formationof thiskind nscnrlfms possible,so hat
may reach uglntime for publication.
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¢ Gubribed, unbought, our swords wedraw,
Toguardthe Monarch. fence thelaw.?

OLTAWA, MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1871,

CoxsmitoTioNal freedom subjects every
public measure to unsparing criticism, and
judiciously exercised secures from cach the
portion best adapted to the social condition
and requirements of the people; rejecting
what is unsound or impracticablo. No great
measure has been so thoroughly tried by
this crucial test as our present militia law,
with tho result that in no case has it beon
found defective. Taking the most oxirere
and most moderat views of tho critics, they
all tend to centro on somo matter of detail
which either hasnot been eclaborated for
want of time, i3 of no importance, or not
adapted to present circumstances. On its
first appearanco a host of emendations were
proposed, adapted to suit the views of indi-
viduals, When the organization under it
was in progresc, enthusiastic objectors ware
loud in condemning its provisions, asserting
it would be » failure, and prophesying its ut-
ter inutility. Its success, however, shamed
most of those into silence, and now, when
tho camy, of instruction have demonstrated

tho fact aat themilitary spirit is as vigorous
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in Canada at tho prcsonrnr_s at an
period of hor history, & knot of projectors
and critics start forth Lo show tho people
what must or ought to bo tho proper modo
of organizing tho Canadinn army. It is jusg
possiblo that all thoso patriotic gentlemen
may have forgotten the nature of tho exact
problom the Minister of Militia and Dofenco
had to solye ; what o diflicult task ke had
undertaken, and how yvery necessary to his
success therein was the suppori of cvery
sight thinking man in the community.

In order that thorc may be 1o mistake
about this matter it may be as well to state
tho political problem, which was, “To pro
vido an efficient military forco for tho least
possible outlay in money cr time,” and this
rule was to be applied to the social cond;
tion of the freest people in tho world—a peo
ple amongst whom social distinctions are
almost unknown, and to whom compuision
is hateful in word or deed. That the mil;.
tia law has been admirably adapted to fulil
those conditions it= bitterest enemigs cn-
not deny, and it may be as well o remark
hero that thoso who most violently opposed
it did so from a feoling of personal hostility
to Sir G. E. Cartier. The measure was per
fect, but the originator, tho statesman who
conceived and carried out ils logal enact.
ment, was not acceptablo to a small knot,
and therefore this great and valuable mea.
sure was naught. But wisdom is justified of
her childven. TLeinvariable success which

. has attended the enforcement of tho pro-

visions of the militia law has silenced for
very shame the dotractors of its originator,
and now they attack the force it bas called
iuto existence, and this also on matters of,
mero detail, which are sure to be set right
as the organization is developed to full pro-
portions.

The military critics, however, are those
capable of doing most mischief, and some
of those have got tho idea that the reitera-
{ed assertion of what they term a fact will
secure its reception as such by the public.
In order to show our readers the diverity
of opinion on this subject two editorial ar
ticles, ono from the Globe of the 28th, the
other from the Acadian Recorder of the 24th
July, will be found in thisissue. The Globe's
article is a commentary on zuother of “Cen-
turion’s,” which we also republish, and sin
ply meets the ery for the ballot as opposed
to our present Volunteer organization, by
asserting the well known fact that compul
sion under existing circumstances is neither
possible or profitable. 1In their great anx
iety to provicy Canada with an eflicient
military organization our army reformers for-
get ono importent item, and that is that
while in laying down the Prussian system as
the neplus ullra of perfection, they divestal
themselves of all concomitant considerations
and failed to remember that Car.ada does not
want to train sn army for purposes of aggres
sion; that she has not to repay conquest by
plunder; tbat her people will not be made



