them, but John Bull can go a little further
and ‘'see’ tho partners of the joint concorn.
At apy rate ho is not disposed to pay money
for sham, and tho biggest of all shams is
Jonathan. It is not very long ago that
Jonathan roported that he had oftered to
force tho Dardanelles for Russia with seven-
teen itan-clads-  Of course, Russia rejected
tho offer with thanks, for the United States
has not seventeen sea going iron clads in the
world, nor ono vessel that can pass the
.Straits of Gibraltar without permission, to
say nothing of the Dardanelles. But the of-
fer was nover refused becauso it was never
made. It was Ben Butler from beginning
to end—an brag and a sham.—Coalicole Ob
seryer.

THE BRITISII ARISTOCRACY,

Tho beginning of the British aristocracy
dates at the time the Duko of Normandy of
France, overthrew the Saxons at the battle
of Hastings. ‘The Conquerer possassed him-
self of the entire kingdom, and thus took
place one of the greatest property revolu-
tions ever known in Burope. At ono fell
blow the rights of every Saxon wero anni-
hilated, and they were treated with nearly
tho same respect as were tho serfs of Russia
in modern times.  William the Conqueror
and his officers, in seizing the finc estates of
the Britons, appended to thelr titles such
local names as werc suggested. and thus
arose the nobility.

The English peers of the present day, who
do not trace their lineage to some officer of
‘William the Conqueror, derive their tittes
by the favor of William's successors, the
kings of England, and a multitude of causes
led to this favor. Some peers are descended
from the illegitimato children of the mon-
arch; for, although *‘aristocracy’’ is & com-
pound Greek word, signifying ** the govern-
ment of the best,” and good birth is delin
ed by Aristotle to be *ancient (long inherit-
ed) wealth and virtue,' yet I doubt whother
tho most barefaced American politician of
our time wquld commend to oftice such
beings as began many ducal lines in Eng
land. It was a frequent custom for the
sovereign to give & husband an otfice, a title
ora graat of land and take his wife for a
mistress. This was the case close down to
the reign in whichwe write. Tukes a grade
higher were tho fruit of mntiumacies betiveen
the king and some actress.  Many families
were enobled for military service, for oppor-
tune loans of money to thoking, or for mere
reward of good company.

The sovereign is the head of the British
aristocracy. Then follows her family, the
princes, or thoso immediately of the royal
blocd. After that come threo royal dukes,
partly of royal blood, twentysix dukes.
thirty-eight marquesses, two hundred and
two carls, sixty onre viscounts, and two hun-
dred and five barons—in all, close to five
hundred and fifty peers or nobles, including
fourteen women peeresses in their own right
(1854). Besides these peers there are near-
ly.nine hundred baronets, who aro not
noblemon, and cannot sit in the llouse of
Lords, but are allowed the prefix of “sir,”
which gives them rank and precedonc with-
out privilege. They belong to the aristo
cracy. however, and so do the gantry or un-
titled folks of ancient familics.

Lot us go back into the grigln of these
titles, for curiosity’s sake.

The duke and tho count wers Roman
titles, military words (Latin dux from the
Latin verb ducers, to lead) invented by tho
later Roman emperors.  The count was half’
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northern nations descended upon lLome
they approprinted theso titles.  Very soon
tho military dukes turned about and put
themselves ahead of tho count-magistrates.
After a time, tho duke becamo so powerful
in his distant provinee, that he held it in his
own right ; and this was the case with the
Duke of Normandy when he invaded Eng-
land. IHimself aud several other French
dukas had reduced tho poscssions of the
crown of P'rance to a couplo of cities. A
marguis was the guardian of the Roman
frontier marches. and tins title also the na-
iions of tho middle ages appropriated from
taly.

There wero no dukos in England except
tho Conqueror, Duko of Normandy, till two
hundred and sixty-nino years after tho con-
quest tho only titlesin William’s army beiog
baron and couat.

Marqguis, the second rank of nobility, is
old as the .ecign of Richard 1I. ‘The first
marquis was Robert Vere raised from Farl
of Oxford to Maryuis of Dublin. The oldest
marquisate oxisting is that of Winchester.
Probably the richest is that of the Marquis
of Wesiminster, who owns alnost the wholo
of that vast and luxurious district of London
called Belgravia. A marquis is addressed,
¢« My Lord Marquis.”

Earlisa Scandinavian title of lost antiquity
When first unearthed it was applied to the
custodian of an Engltshcounty. Shrewsbury
is the oldest earl; and the second in time—
perhaps the first in wealth and power—is
Derby, whose name and whose son’s name
(Lord Stanley) are well known to us in
America as associated with our late civil war,
and the treaties attempted to Lo negotiated
after it.

Viscount, as an English title, goes back
to about tho timeof the discovery of America
and the cldest viscount is he of Ilercford.
‘This was tho renk of Lord Palmerston, Eng-
lish Prime Ministor during our recent civil
war, whose title expired at his death.

Baron is a titloof vague origin. Tho e'dest
oxtant, Le do Spencer, dates as remotely 3
tho year 1264.

The term *cousin.” applied by the sov-
ereign to all peers save a baron, arese from
the fact that there was ono Mughsh Mon-
arch, Henry IV., who was related to cvery
earlin the Kingdom.

Tho above fiye grades of nobles constitute
tho peers of Englaud, and they malke a body

self aud his issuo defender and adviser of
the crown. and protector of' the royal prero-
gatives. The nearer a peer is to tho throno
in oflice or duty, the closer is he to the {foun-
tain of hono: and power. Hence many of
the nobilily are merely atteudants upon the
Qucen.

I,

A private letter from Christiania, received
in Londou, gives some details concerning
tise Freoch balloon which fell ny Novway, It
appears that tho balloon was sent up from
Paris on the morning of the 24th.  The wind
carried it in o northerly divection with such
rapidity that it soon passed over the North
Sea, without the occupants of the car know-
ing where they were. When, however,t hey
found themselves dangerously close to the
sea they sent off a carrier pigeon with ames-
sage that they thought themselves lost, at
the samo time throwing out ballast. Tli-
mately the balloon reached Norway, and
when over Mandela small town on the south-
ern coast, Lwenty-three miles west-south-west
of Christiansand, a sack of lettess and nowos-
papers were thrown out, which fell among
the astonished inhabitants, who were watch-
ing the balloon pass over their heads.
Atter having been many hours in the balloon
tho acronants, whose names are unot given,
descended soveral miles further north, on
asnow covered moantain, as best they could,
and without even knowing in what country
they were, there being  no habitations near.
For ninteen hours they wandered about in
the snow in light boots, which later had to
be cat off. so saturated had they become.
in the meantime the balloon was discoveied
by some of tho natives. The acronants
were not to beseen, but the remains ol the
meat, bread and wine in the car showed
plainly enough that it had recently contain-
ed passengers. Six carrier pigcons were
also found in it, scemingly none the worse
tor the journey. Lventually the voyagers
reached one of tho s.all cabins which are to
be seen at wido intervals among the moun-
tains, which give sholter to those who lovk
after cattle, and where an aged and poor
woman gavosthem somo food. They then
discovered, by seeing upon a match box tho
word ¥ Christania,” that they were in Nor-
way, and made the woman understand =s
well as thay could that they desired to pro-
ceed to the town. They were then shown
thoway to a farmer’s hiouse, where they re-

I ceived the attentionof which they stood so

nearly twice as numerous as both Houses .
i ¢s of much in neced, as well as dry clothes and

the United States Congress. ‘They wered o X ol
created in two ways besides original militayy ¢ Shoes. ‘The news of the arrival of halloon
vk and investiture of lands—namelv, by | passengersdid not reach Christiania till Sua-
hiddd . A A -1

o el I day, the 27th uit. On the evening of the
writ of summons to come to Parliament and ; . A
help the Queon with counsel, or by leugrs' 25th thousands of 1’%"1‘}" ‘“c‘?}i‘”:‘l?;em' them
patent, naming the exact rank and tho cir- | ?n thcxlr_enérl) o ¢ !“}‘St“"‘.';‘]' . “'15’ \\circ
cumstances under which the patent is con- | fcnstcg in Christainia that night, .1‘."‘ on the
ferrad. In tormer times with every such 1?“0&“"5 day wero to start for Tours, wa
writ or patent an estato was given. At pre. | “ondon. —
sent it is an expensive favor to bo made a|  Briakrast.—Eres’s Cocon.—GRATLELL AND
peer.  The stamps on a duke’s patent cost! Covrontixe.—The very agreeable character
one thousand scven hundred and fifty dol- 1 of this preparation hasrendered it a geneenl
Jars in gold. A\ baron pays for his creation ; favorite.  The Civit, Seevicr GAzETTE re
two thousand ono hufidred doMars in gold.' marks :—*¢"The singular success which Nr.
‘The privileges of the peerige are now of lit- ' Epps attained by his hemaopathic prepara-
tle consequence. if except right of exenp- ! ticn of cocoa lias never been surpassed by
tion from sitting on juries, freedom from' any experimentalist. By a thorough know
common arrest, privilege of sceing tho! ledgo of tho natural laws which govern the
Qucen on public business, and trial by one's operations of digestion aud nutrition, and
peers in case of treason or felony. ' by a careful application of the fine proper-

The baronets, noxt below tho peers, wera | ties of well selected cocoa, Me. Epps has

magistrato of tho Roman Provinces; the
duke was general of the same.  When the

created out of the pecuniary necessities of
James I., who wanted money, first to sct.
tlo Ulster, in Iroland, then to “ plant’ Nova

Seotia, the present discontented neighbour |

of the United States.  1le asked five thou-
sand five hundred dollars a head to make
baronets in this way.

‘Tho sovereign creates o peer to hein him-

provided our breakfast tables with n deli-
cately favoured beverage which may save
us many heavy doctors’ bills.”” Alade sim-
ply with boiling water or milk.  Sold by the
‘Trade only iu iib., 3lb., and 1ib. tin-lined
mackets, labelled~Janes Errs & Co., Hom
copathic Chemists, london, Eng\:m{;l. .
39-26i.



