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ington, with the power of crossing the Dela-
ware at pleasure, had the opportunity of
which he profited of striking a blow for the
cause to which he had devoted himself.

General Lee had been left in command of
the United States troops at White Plains,
which Gen. Howe injudiciously allowed to re-
main in possession of the communications
with the Eastern Provinces. From the mo-
ment Cornwallis had crossed the river Lee
had watched the movement with the kecn
eye of a tactician, determined, if in his
power, to take advantage of any false move-
ment which might be made.

Washington wrote to him on the 19th of
November from the camp at IHackensack
directing the withdrawal of his division from
White Plains, and the necessity of reinfore-
ing the disheartened troops in Jersey, but
Lee paid no attention to this order,—not ag
American writers say, because he wished to
supplant Washington, but because he fore-
saw that either Cornwallis would crush him
atonce or else by a serics of blunders allow all
his troops to escape. In the first place there
was 10 need to sacrifice more than Wagh.
ington’s army, which had boen placed in
that position by his want of skill ; and in
the sacond, he (Lee) could strike a blow at
Cornwallis which would eifectually protect
Philadelphia. For this purpose he tried to
induce Gen. Heath, who was left in com-
mand of the nulitia at Peckskill; to let him
have a detachment of one or two thousand
men to operate on Cornwallis’ rear, but those
revolutionary heroes appear to have heen
meanly joalous of the only General in their
army, and the request was refused. He
therefore crossed the ITudson at Havers-
tonburg with 3,000 men and some artillery
on the 6th of December and continued his
march, intending, apparently, to cross the
Delaware north of Trenton, but in reality to
strike Cornwallis’ communications, for this
purpose he halted at Morristown on the 13th
and proceeded to reconnoitre in the direc-
tion of Brunswick ; owing to carelessness
on the part of his escort he was captured
while at breakfast by Col. Harcourt and a
party of British light horse. As he main-
tained a proper degree of roticence as far as
his military designs were concerned, Gen,
Sullivan, who succeeded to the command,
had no alternatiye but to march his troops
to join Washington beyond the Delaware,

The last of those series of blunders for the
year 1776, on the part of the British Com-
mander-in-Chief, was the preparation of an
expedition against Rhode Island, which was
taken possession of on the 26th December
by a squadron commanded by Sir Peter Pax-
ker and a division of 10,000 men under Sir
H. Clinton and Earl Percy. This was not a
strategetical point, its only use was to kecp
the fleet and troops idle for three years.

Meantime the disasterous effects of the
war were beginning to appear in the rapid
dissolution of Washington’s army and the
known determination of Congress to dis-

perse, and it was only kept together by the
almost coercive measures of Gens. Putnam
and Mifliin,—under their advice it adjourned
on the 12th December to Baltimore, mn
Maryland, but if Clinton had crossed the
Delaware this adjournment would have been
gine dic v

1t would be a difficult matter to find in
the annals of history a parallel or similar
case in any of its details, to what was exhib-
ited by both armies during this contest.
Washington had no claims as far as either
military education o cxperience went to
make a good or even respectable General,
and it must be recollected that knowledge
or intelligence, cxpe-ciaily in military matters,
was far less didiused than at present, and it
was more difficult to handle troops then
than now as a necessary consequence. liowo
had received a military education and had
military training and experience, but lus
capacity to receive the one or profit by the
other was infinitely small indeed. He con-
fided the dofence of the Trenton forts to the
foreign auxilliaries which the mistaken
policy of the British Government had sub-
stituted as * being choaper war material ”’
than the native soldier, and those men, in
profound ignorance of the language of the
people, with semi-barbarous habits, and the
trained aptitude for plunder common to the
European Continental soldier of that day,
were totally unfit for outpost duty, where
vigilance, celerity and conciliation were all
equally necessary. Howe found the people
of New Jersey loyalists or willing to become
s0; his stupidity and the rapacity of the
stolid Germans that fortuno sent amongst
them left the people rebels to a man.

When the fortunes of Congross and its
army were at the lowest ebb Washington,
by one of those movements that scem more
like sudden inspiration than calculations
founded on the known connection of cause
and effect, determined to strike a desperate
blow toretrieve it. Iaving correct informa-
tion of the forco and disposition of the Hes-
sian troops at Dordentown and Trenton he
collected a corps of militia of about 450 men
and ‘sent them to Mount Holly, 14 miles
further down the Delaware, with orders to
make a demonstration as if it was intended
to operate on the line of communication
with Brunswick but to retreat on the aapear-
ance of a British force, This movement
succceded; Donop at once marched his
whole force of 2,000 men, oxcept 80 left at
Bordenton, to Mount Holly, thus placing
21 miles between himself and Ralle at Tren-
ton, which to the hecavy German troops he
commanded, was equal to a threc days
march. On his approach the militia fell
back, yet he loitered two days in the neigh-
borhood of Burlmgton without a shadow of
cause.

On the night of the 25th of December
Washington’s troops in three columns cross-
ed the Delaware, the centre under his own
command at Trenton, consisted of 2,500 men
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