
ington, iith the powcr of'crossing the Dela-
warc ut pleasurle, had tho opportunity of
which ho proitcd cf striking a lÀw for the
cause to whichi ho had devotod hiniself.

Genoral Lee liad been left in command of
the, United Stutes troops at White Plains,
wIiich-.Geii. Ilowe injudiciotisly allowed to ro-
main ini possession o? the communications
with the Eastern Provinces. From the mo-
ment Cornwallis had crossed tho river Lee
had watched the movement with the keon
oye of a tactician, determiined, if ilk his
power, to takoe advantage of anv fase ove.
ment which mnight bc made.

Washington wrote te hini on the Igthl of
November fromn the camp at llackonsack
directing the withdruwal cf bis division fromi
White Plains, and the necessity of reiniforo-
ing the dishoartened treops in Jersey, but
Lee paid no attention to this ordcr,-not as
American wrîters Say, because lie wished te
supplant Washington, but becauso ho fore-
saw that either Cornwallis would crush himn
at once or else by a sorios ef blunders allow all
bis troops te escape. Ic in t iist place there
was ne need te sacrifice more tlîan Waslî-
inlgtenl's army, w1lich had ])ein placed in
that Position by bis wait cf skill and in
the second, hoe (Lee) could l str.îI.e a blow at
Cornwallis whiclî wo0ul'j ofi$cý'ttally lroteot
Pliladel1,hia. For thîis purpose hlo tricd te
induce Gon. Heathi, wbio ivs left in corn-
mand o? the nilitia at Peekskill, te let him
have a detachiment cf one or two tlîousand
mon te operatu on Cornwallis* rear, but those
revoliflienay, /erocs appear te have beon
meanly jouions cf the ýoinly (, 0 eraI ithoeir
army, and the request Wvas refusod. Ile
therefore crossed thehUndson ut Ilavors-
tonburg with 3,000 mon and some artillery
on the th of Decomber and continued bis
march, intending, apparontly, te cross the
Delaware north of Trenton, b ut in roality te
strike Cornwallis, commun ications, foi this
purpose ho halteci at Morristown on the l3thl
and proceeded te roeconnioitre in the direc-
tion of Brunswick; owing to carelessiiess
on the part of bis eseort hoe vas captured
while at breakfast by Col. Hlarcourt and a
Party of British light horse. As lie main-
tained a proper degree O? reticenice as far as
bis military designs were concernied, Gon.
Sullivan, whîo succecded te the coruuuand,
had ne alternatiy-e but to mt-ch lis troop1)s
te join XVsiîligtouu beyond the Delaw-are.

The last of tiiose sei-jes cf bjlundojrs foi.the
year 1776, on the par-t of the Britishi Cem-
mander-in-Chiof, was the preparatien o? an
expedition against Rthode Island, which was
takcen possession o? on, the 26th iDccombcî-
by a squadron com-uuanided by Sir Peter Par-
kcer and a division of 10,000 mon uncter Sir
H. Clinton and Eau-i Percy. This was uîet a
stratogotical point, its only use was te keep
the fooet and troeps idie for threo years.

Meantime the disasterous effeets o? the
war were beginning te, appeau' in the rapid
dissolution of Washington's arrny and the
known determination o? Congrebs te dis-
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perse, and it was only kept together by the
almost ceercive mecasures of Gens. Putnamn
and Mifllin,-unlder their advico it adjourned
on the l2th Pecemiber to Baltimore, in
Maryland, but if Clinton had cro--sed thce
Delaware tlîis adjourniment would have been
Spilc die

Lt would bc a difficuit inatter to find in
the aunals of histoi'y a parallel or similîz'
case in any of its detils, to what was exhib-
ited by both armies (luring this contest.
Washington lhad ne daimis a,.,far as cither
militai-y olucatlino x0i'en venlt to
Iako a good or e.e respectable Celîeril,
and it mnust bce re2oIkccted tlîat kuoNvledge
o r intelligence, l.j M idlyi uitary nmatters,
was far less dli:ikL-edt tlaîÀ it pre.seit, and it
was more difficult to haîîdle troops then
thaninow as a necessary conisequence. 1 [owe
had rocoived a military education and had
military tr-aining and experience, but his
capacity to reccive the one oi profit by the
other was infinitely small indeed. le con-
fided tho dorence of the Trenton forts to the
foreign auxilliaries which the mistaken
policy of the British Government hiad sub-
stituted as being cheaper war material "
tlîaiî the native soldier, and those mon, in
profound ignorance of tho language of the
People, witli semi-barbarous habits, and the
tr'ailued aptitude for plunlder commoil te the
European Continental soldier of that day,
were totally unfit for outpost duty, whoe
vigilance, celerity and conciliation were al
equally nocessary. llowo found the people
of New <esey loyalists or willing to become
,e; hi stupidity and thue rapacity of the
stolid Germains that fortune sent amongst
thcm loft the people rebels to a man.

Whon the fortunes of Congross and its
army were at the lowe8t ebb Wamhington,
by one of thoso movemonts that seemn more
likce suddon inspiration than calculations
founded on tho kniown connection of cause
and oflect, determined te strike a desperate
blow te rtriove ic. Iaving correct informa-
tien" of tho force and disposition of tie les-
siani troops at Bordentown and Trenton ieh
collected a corps of mnilitia of about 450 mon
and sent thein te Mounnt IIolly, 14 miles
further down tile Delaware, with orders to
mako a demonstration as if it was intended
te op)erte on11the linoof communication
Withi Bruiiswick but te rotreat on1 the aap.ar-
anlce of a Biritislu for-ce. T1his nuovemeiît
suceccededl; Donop uat once marched bis
whîole force of 2,000 n ell cept 80 left at
Bordenton, to Mount Uolly, thus placing
21 mniles between himself and italie at Tren-
ton, which to the hcavy German troops h.e
commandcd, wus equlal te a thrce days
muarch. On his approach the militia feli
back, yot ho loitered two days in the neigh-
borhood of Burlhngton without a shadow of
cause.

On the niglit of the 25th ofIDecember
WVashington's; troops in three columns cross-

oct the D>elaware, the centre under his own
command ut Trenton, consisted of 2,500 men

anîd a tr-ain of 20 field pioes ' eos5 ut
der Geii. CadIvallader1, Was 'te ý
dentown, and tuele ft u"Jlr ro
tol n mUes abovo Trenton- . At fou
oni tio imorniug cf' tue G-t"i p ocn S
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captt
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fouiîd iil, thû ?act thuat disciPîIlb swri
groatly i'elaxcd, ny cfthestean1di
sont on plundering D'expcdit'uIe a 0001
more wore inltent on, loadiig aXiOf d

tl:eir plunder 0on Wagg0ofl5 . st.
tliirdut i, dfeleoofthîîr P entlle

te thue river boing partial1Y f-roz . t
or i isquio pssile. t a 1 ncldîîî11

divisionis could not efIaîc force at

denton and the adjacent 1Posts Wuî
beon captured or disperseal. IO > 0 1

Washinugton retreatod ae"screS du
the same evening lavu11 fer
ing and brilliant cotil de mCi estn(

supposod te b. irrotreivabyîll~e e
chieved bis only militarg 1ScC3,rii
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moent led te Donop's rotreat le e
ut wvhich post luis mon, and lG Ofl
force were much suporiel'n I

General Washingtoni. aa o
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tonIs occupation o? Trenton Itkn
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