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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

Arni, %

morg perfaatly atined snd {raised than its
foreign rivals. An indepondent commitice
has beon chosen to investigato n cortain
subject. It has porformed its task to tho
perfect satisfaction of all competent per
sons who havo watched it. I the Govern
ment does not now act upon its recommen-
dations wo shall bogin to despair of that
military progress which, howover voxations
to men of peace, is absolutely neceesary if
England would rolain ihe respect of her
neighbours and bo sefe fram aggression.—~
The Mal,

CORRESPONDENCE.
MILITARY SCI{OOLS OF THE FUTURE.

B

To the Editor of Tas Voruststr Revirw.,

Sin,—As the question of tha Military
Schaols of tho future has been freely can.
vassed in your colummns for soma timo past,
may I briefly vontilato my wdeas an tha sub-
jeet?

I am rathor surprised, I must confess, to
sco that almost all your correspondentscen-
demn the present system of Military Schools,
Somo complain that they teach too much.
At least so I infer from the tenor of several
commuunications that have appeared in your
eotumas, inwhich tho idea is prominently
brought forward that volunteers and militia
do not need 1o .2arn all that regulars learn.
That somo volunteer hand-book should be
substituted for the Queen's Repgulations,
and somo manual of very much simplified
drill for tho Field Exercise.

Now, i: seams to me that this principlo is
wrong. Ifever the volunteers are to be
used, it will be in conjunction with regulars.
We canuot oxpect that they will come down
to our lovel, and so wa mus¢ como up to
theirs. Their baoks must be our books too.
For instance, one writor not long ago binted
at the usolessness of learning the routine of
Couris Martial. But voluntcer officere haye
vefore now had to sit on a Court Martial,
and bave been thankful that they have
lenrned what they did about them at the
Military Schoola. )

And 1 aupposa it vequires no gift of pro-
phecy to forsce that the Adjutant of a Bat-
talion, chiefly composed of drafted men, as
most Battalions will be to a great oxtent ten
yoars from now, will have his hands full
with them. When the drafting has done
its work, there will beo no virgin defaulfor
biooks after o term of active servics. And
in case of war, nothing that ever was taught
at 2 Military Sclicol would prove superflu
Qus.

Some, on the other hand, propose that a
Military Academy, like West Paint, ghovld
be established in place of the present
achools, where men might Iearn all tho suys
teries of war. No doubt it would be o very
pleasant college for young men with pleaty
of timeto spend iboir fathers’ money at.
But again, if we eyer should go to war, there
is no doubt but that our commanding ofli-
cers, above tho ramk of Lieut. Colonel at
least will be rogulars; and that the bonor
of handling a brigade i action will bardly

ovor by any chance fall to the lotof our
aspiring frienda,

A vory cloar-gighted cadal proposes ns an
improvenent on tho present system thal
the cadet of tho Military Schools of the
futuro should live in barracks, 'Thie plan,
{ fear, weuld be more plausibile than practi-
cable. The conatant fatiguo and orderly
duties would interfera with study ; and the
general discomfaort of such a tife vould deter
raen from ontering. I speak fecliugly. The
ounly drawback {o the complote success of
ihe Lapraivio camp was tho discomfort., It
was our own fault of course. Hut the cook-
ing and housakeeping that we carried on
there would have cost our aftectionato
mothers and wives 1gany slegpless nighis,
had thoy apprecisted our sufferings. Cadets
had beiter learn the theory first, and then
Jearn to apply it—eay in another’ such
camp.

The latest proposal tbat 1 havoseen is
that cach Battalion should have & Military
School of its own. This plan is lHable to
several objections. In any school the tea
cher gshould know more than the scholars
want to lomin, and there is no passed cadet
who isfit to tuke charge of an advanced
squad. for the simple fact that he musthave
forgotien so muchaf what he would bave to
teach. And none but regulars can teach
the bearing, the step, and tho steadiness
which mako & soldier something more than
a mau in a red coat.

Why not go on with tho old Military
Schools, and put them undor the instrue.
tions of discharged rogulars ? A good many
quondam Militsry Schiool instruciors are
still in the country. Soaroa great many
others who aro just as good. Tho Grand
Trunk Railway could furnish nt least ono
efficient stafl from among its employecs.

And again, why wish to restrict the Mili-
tary Schools to gentlemen? Passed cadots
are certainly worth fifty dollars apisce fo
their country, eoither as officers, non-com-
missioned officers, Or even privaes. A man
who goes to the school to make fifty dollars
will bo invaluable to his company on active
pervice, should he never rise above the
ranks, should hu bo socially the veriest cad
that ever stepped.

Passed cadets of every rank, especially if
Lapraivie men, proved their value again and
sznin in 1866, end 1 have no fear but that
they will do so once more, if our amiable
neighuars acress the lines ever take to the
expensive amusement of burning ball car-
tridge with the heavy end pointed towards
us. 37 IcNonamys.

MONTREAL CAVALRY SCHOUOL.

———

To the Editor of Tue Voruxteer Review.

Commondant—3ajor B, C. Russell, H.M.
13th Hussars.

Adjutant—Lieut. H. 8. Walker, H. M.
13th Hussars.

Drill Instructor—~Sorgeant Macdonsld, 11,
M. I3tl Hussars,

Riding School Instrustor—Sergennt Ma.
guire, 1. M. 13th Hussars.

At tho final examinntion of tho Cavaly
class in March Inst, tho following officers
angd non commissioned officors recoived Cer.
tificates of proficiency, ns foliows

Finsr Crass,

Liout Colenol T. Bacon, Brigado Mue,
Montroal. .

Lieut.Colonel A. D. D’Ursonnons, Bngae
Major, Terrebonne.

Major E. Barnard, Miliua Staif.

Major G, Dowker, V. Sarrisou Artillery,
Montreal.

Major A, R. Botbune, 3rd Battalion Vo
untecr Militis.

Troop Sergeant Major John Taes, In
Troop V. C., Mountreal.

Corporal John Crozier, St. Androw’s Uy
alry, St. Androws. .

Sucoxp Crass.

Troop Sergeant Major H. W. Allowsy,
Royal Guidos, Montreal.

Sergeant O. Mercier, Cunadian Hussars
Quebsc.

Corporal J. McMillan, Canndian Hussas,
Quebec.

QUEBEC CAVALRY SCHOOL.
{B8Y QUR OWN CORRESFONDENT.

Commandant-~Captain Turnbull,

Adjutant—Lieut. W. L. Vorsytl, lateitk
Hussars.

Riding Master and Dent Instroctor—Y,
F. Villiors, late 13th Hussars,

‘This Schovl of lnstruction is doing much
good, no less than 28 eadets baving already
gona through a course of Riding Dril}, tu
owing {o the whole expenso falling upon i
officers of the Quebec Squadron, ihe Gor
crnment npot even allowing the paltry tnfs
of forage for the 12 trained troop hone
kept expressly for tho schoo, they capr
keep the cadets as Jong at Riding Dnll s
could bo wished.

FROM BROCKVILLE.

1DY OUR OWN OORRESPONDENT.

The two Rifle Companies of the Gran!
Trunk Brigade hero are now performiyg
therr onnual dridls, with an averago sttend
ance of about 35 per company.

The sunual meeting of the Brockmil:
Riffo Assoclation was held in the Drigsd
offico, on tho 17th inst.,, with & larger 2t
tondanes than usunl. Tho report of the
Secretary-Trensurer shewsed o balance ¢
abous $250 on hand, which was considend
very aatisfactory.

‘The following officars ware elacted for b
ensuing year:~Lb Col. Buell, 42ed st
talion (re-elected), President; Captam and
Paymaster II. 8. McDonald, 41st Battahon,
Secratary-freasursr ; Major McKechua
Captains Cole and Worslay, and A, B.Dae
Esquire, Mayor (re-clected), VicePre
dents. Tha council, with few eoxceptun
the same as last year.



