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PUBLIC NOTICE,

In ordor to meot the reyuirements of their rap-
1dly growing businces, the Presbyterian News Co.
Toronto, have changed thelr ofices from 31 York
Chambers, Toronte 3t, to .

26 and 38 FRRONT ATREET WERAT.

In conscquence of this change it is partionlariy
reayucated that in future all commnunications te-
1ating to the business of the Presbyterian Newa Co
and the “Preadyterian Reviaw,” be addressod to
“ Presbytarian News Ce, Toronto®

All communications for the Editorial, Literary,
Noews and Miscsllandous columaus of this joormal
shotld be addressed to the Editor of the “ Presdby.

a Review*®
senia g GX0. 2. RORINSON,
Manager.

TEMPERANOCE IN THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

A YEAR OF PROGRESS.

OMPACT and brief, extending over only
two closely printed pages of ordinary size,
the Temperance Committce's report to the As.
sembly was, perhaps, as important, as to the
facts contained in it and the recommendations
appended, as has ever heen presented 1o any
of out Church Ccurts. Sessions, presbyteries,
and synods have shown commendable diligence
in furnishing information for the use of the As.
sembly, whose Commiltee is thus able to base
its report on a large body of tuosoughly reliable
testimony from all parts of the Dominion,

That * the volume of intemperance has greatly
decreased” during the past year the reports are
all but unanimous in affieming. Theyears 1885
and 1886 have scen a wide ex*ension of local
prohibition, which, without dispute, has proved
a stinging blow 10 the drink trade, wherever the
new law has been even decently admiuistercd.
To the much maligned Scott Act is principally
due the creditof the evident change forthe better.
Ifithad accomplished nothing more than the dis-
crediting of the vulgar and ensnaring habit of
# treating,”its passage would be a distinct gain, but
this is ¢nly one of the many benefits which ate
tend it. Reformed drunkards, families in com-
fort instead of beggary, the absence of drunken-
ness on the strects, especially on the occasion
of large public gatherings, the county gaol at
Whitby floating the white flag because, for the
first time, empty, only 16 persons committed for
drunkenness in the County of Oxford, and 6 in
the huge County of Simcoe, during the first 12
months under the Act, as against 44, 2nd 64,
respectively, for the preceeding year of license—
who can afford to sneer at the law in the face of
such facts? Good Father McAulay, of Stan-
stead, Que,, whose testimony is in line with that
sent dircct to the Assembly, declares, 1 am
happy to be able to say, that the'blessings of the
Scott Act throughout our county are far shead
of the expectation of its strongest supporters.
We have no more congregating of drunkards.
Some people tell us, once in a while, that there
is as much liquor sold here now as before the
Scott Act was adopted. Thoie wiho say so lie,
and they know they do.” Th. Rev. Fathcr may
have forgotten the varnishin his rough and ready
form of speech, but he speaks for the whole ter-
ritory under prohibition. Why stone-throwing,
and house-wrecking, and rowdy assaults, and
dynamite, if the trade has not been injuzed ?

The one great weakness of the Scott Act is
that it does not carry with it adequate means
of enforcement.  The Govérnments of Ontario
and New Brunswick have recognized their re-
sponsibility to supply, if possible, this lack It
is hoped thik their laudable efforts will receive
due recognition from all temperance men, as
they have done from the General Assembly.
The Assembly is distincily, and even sternly,
non-political, as far as party politics is con-
cerned, but it properl expresscs gratitude to
those Provincial Governmentswhich have already
appointed suitable officers for the administra.
tion of the Act,and calls upon those still remiss
to undertake this important dwy, A further de
liverance, bearing on the matter 1in hand, we
give in full, because of its present importanze,
“ That, in accordance with the recommendation
adopted by the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa,
this Assembly, being fully convinced of the
necessity of legal protection against the evils of
the liquor traffic, expresses the hape that clectors
in their choice of members ot Parliament will
seek to elect able and good men, who are well

known to be in full sympathy with P'rohibitor

legistation.” “There are many n the Church
who would be prepared for cven a stronger
stand, namely, theabsplute renouncement of pres.
ent patty allegiance, in any and cvery case,
in favor of prohubition.  The Assembly is doubt.
less wise in using modcerate speech; but we in.
terpret fty mind to be, prohibition must be given
its proper place in all clection conteste  u it
one of the fmﬂ burning pullic questions?2 I
»0, ‘vt candidates be made quite eaplicitly to
understand this, There has been cnougr; of
*“fooling” with the whole matter by county
countils and legislators,  ‘The cinent suc-
cess of the Scott Act, where properly admindst-
cred, should impel to the demand, on the part of
the temperance clectorate, for all the necessary
machincey and ofticers for fts enfurcement, and,
further, for the speedy passage of a thorough.
going Act of general and and entite prohibition.

It is to be regretted that the repeated recom.
mendations of the Assembly for the organization
of temperance gocictics in congregations should
be so generally disregarded. It is certalnly 2
great matter that temperance princip'cs are
taught in all our Sabbath schools, But is this
cnough? It may not be lost sight of that even
total prohubtion, without public senthnent and
without organized bodies of carnest men to sup-
port it, will break down by its own weight, We
have no word but of respect for the various
undenominatnional temperance socictics.  But
expericnce has shewn that they touch a mere
fraction of any community, and that principally
the juniors.  As the prohibitory movement pro-
grosses, the traflic will become more compact
and determined, and —shall we say, malignant in
ite resistance.  Where shall we find the forces
necessary to push the contest, and, what is of
equal importance, to hold the ground as it is
gained, unlesy our own congregations and those
of other churches sustain vigorous and active
organizations in their midst 2 ‘Fhis ‘:att of tem.
perance work is neglected only at risk of cerain
weakness by and by, when strength will be
impcralively necessary.

The local press, says the Assembly's Com.
miltee, needstoning up.  Generous acknowledg:
ment is made of heanty scrvice rendered in many
T:artcrs ; but it is said, we suspect with fjustice,
that, with a few conspicuous exceptions,even the
temperance section of the locat press is * lagging
behind, rather than leading, public sentiment” in
the matier. We cannot subscribe to the view
that the press should be a mere mirror of public
opinion. Washington Irving's Knickerbockers
setting their weather cocks every morning by
the vane on the governor’s house, have no attrac-
tion for us.  Editorial Knickerbockers are very
paltey creatures. \We are unfaithful to our
responsibilities, if we do not seek to lead, as well
as Lo follow, public opinion. But even the most
independent and aggressive journal is extremely,
sensitive to changes in the atmosphere, and
nothing -will serve better to bring the right ring
out of the public press than just such vigorous
temperance organizations as we have referred to
above,

The present repott of substantial gain must
lead no one to fold his hands and say the work
is done. Take the two metropolitan cities of
Toronto and Montreal alone, the latter,
with a place for selling liquor to every 175 of the
population, and one of every 70 of its inhabit.
ants arrested for drunkenness each year, and it
will be seen how vast still is the sin and crime of
the drink traffic and of intemperance. Colossal
breweries and distilleries, a hungry trade, and
the clamant appetite of myriads of drinkers, must
be reckoned on assteady and determined oppos-
ing forces. But the report to our own Assembly
and those brought forward in the late annuat
gatherings of other Churches are full of encour
agement to press forward in our righteous war-
fare.

TEN YEARS OF UNION,

HE completion of the first decade since
union was consuminated between the var
ious bodies now forming the Presbyterian
Church in Canadz, natutally suggests retrospect
and comparison. It is well to pause and look
back on the way the Church has been led by
the good hand of God during these ten years,
The journcy has not been through a wilderness.
Thelines have fallen to herin pleasant placesand,
broadly-stated, all her paths have been peace.
Union has worked well and fusion we may say
is complete. The memory of old differences
and disputes is dying out. A new generation
has atisen which knows nothing of the old dis
putes except by hearsay; and both old and
young arc in this scnse for?cuing the things that
are behind and pressing forward to engage in
the work before them. The spirit of the Church
is to day more than ever one of carnest labour
in the vineyard. Nowhere is this bounding life
better seen than in her missionary entergrise,
Much might be predicated of her vitality and
growth fron: statistics as to the number of her
ministers, manses, communicants and so forth,
but the best test is the state of the missionary
spirit.  From this point of vicw the retrospect
is encouragins—nay cven inspiring.

It may be accepted without question that the
Church is moving along the right lines and that
jier multiplied labours at home and abroad are
owned and blessed of God, There are abund-
ant signs that througheut all her borders there is
mote piety, mote zeal than ever befor=, that the
growth is not merely in merbers but in spiritu.
ality. Dut leaving this aspect of the case
until we come to consider the report on the
State of Religion, we return to the report on
Statistics which supplies much interesting and
valuable information by way of marking numeti.

cal and material progress during these ten years.

Yor convenlence of reference and to show at a
glance the measyre of growth, we have arnnged
the tables as follows (me

CONGREGATIONS

1878, 1888 Tucrease,
Minlsters i £19 140 161
Statlons supplied ., ha oz 1,043 353
Congregations 7 gt 108
Congregatbons reportlog. 746 . <30 10.
Sautings 249,953 350,809 110,24
Familled o SHI32 78918 1770
¢ Individuals vies 2043
Communicants . Lo 83,208 137,010 39.383

Additlons (Profession) . 3,422 10,5%% 2,133

o Centiizate . 4,200 § 210 loto
Ellers . . . . 3413 4770 1,388
Other office-Learers. . 4,970 5707 2,197
Bapthms . . . . 0850 10,913 1,303

SANBATIL SCIIOOLY,
Puplls 19.403  3100,9)F 1,73
‘{c.ltche‘u Lit 67.! 39 11,701 4.;;;
‘ols, n It 163, 183,827 19,
Missfonary :\uo'ghllom. s 333 s 206 ? 200
EUILDINGS,
Manses .. deeen 303 439 196
Hentel louses .,,,..,. k13 $s 20
Churches Built,, .., . 7 1n s
Manses " Liaieia. 23 16 12*
* Decrease,
FINANCIAL.
Stipend promhed L4259y $600,510  $247.935
" E.\ld 405,093 042 394 237202
HT' on Ch. or Manse, 282,147 349.207 G120
M e|t ‘;Cimg.lotiecu . 143,008 238,830 89,862
T el Churthen™ ( 835,068 1,200 706 425,038
College Fund. | 0611 46,4006 6,58s
1lome Misslont., ... . 25947 65.586* 39.639
French Evangelization 11,881 19,086 8,15%
‘l:-.:elagn ‘i\}ln_aom{l.l.... 17.812 43832 18,700
el and Inhnn Min,
ﬂ\‘ldowl&ﬂ.ph&ns} 6,460 13,266 6,506
Assembly Fund . $.520 3004 1,928
Schemes of thy Church. 93,610 192,730 9% 120
S. S, Contrib. to Misns. 10,067 12,074 2,707
To Benevint, and Rel,
purposes  not  pre- » 20,743 63,960 43347
viously specified,
For all purposes.... .933,671 1,545.006t  §63.235

*Including Avgmentation. :

+inclusive of sums raleed in Misnslon ficlds.

$Decrease.

These figures are, indeed, in the language of
the committee, more eloquent than words. The
ate clear tokens of divine approbation and posi.
tive proof that God has given the Preshyterian
Church a great work to de inand for the Domin.
ion of Canada, and that if she continue to betrue
10 herself He will bless her stitl and cause her to
increase in energy and usefulness in numbers
and territory till her influcnce shalt have filled
the land,

Let these figures be prescrved.  Let them be
cut out and put in some place where they will
often meet the eye.  Let them not, however, be
accepted as the measure of the Church's ability
to do, but let them serve as a reminder of what
may be done by motre zeal, more devotion, more
selisacnifice., The emblem of our church is
the burning bush, not dying embers nor cold
ashes, but holy fire. May this holy fire in the
days to come burn bright in every family and
congregation ; and at the end of another ten
years we shall be able to say with ten-fold more
gladncss: See what wonders He hath wrought,

.FORMS FOR CHUROH SERVICES.

HE General Assembly’s Committee at present

engaged in revising the Book of Forms may

be encouraged to give a little wider scope to the

revised book by the example of the English

Presbyterian Church, The committee appointed

by the synod of that Church last yearto consider
this matter reported this ycar as follows :—

' The cotnmiitee bave consldeted the wbject referred
to them by last synod, aod are of opiaion that it ks desir

able to te, 30 soon 43 [t may be conveniently done,
Y revisesm(mmo for public Io':sihlp.oa the basis of
the * Westminster Dicectory,” which * eshibits genzrally
the order of public worship, and of the administration of
secraraerts in this Chuich;’ and that, aloog with this,
forms of strvice should be provided foc optional use on
specia) occasione, as at marriages, borials, ordinations of
office bearers, reception of young communicants, and the
Lke, They ate agreed {n thinkeng that in this way Lhe
Church may gala much in tespect of the completeness,
concotd; and decorum of her senvices, ‘rhefé therefore,
retpectfully recommend that the synod should appointa
commitiee to take such sieps as may be prudent In the
line now indicated."

The synod appointed a special commillce
with instructions to proceed with due care and
deliberationin the direction of revising the "West-
minster Directory,” and preparing forms or speci
mens of setvice adapted to special occasions.
“Completeness, concord and decorum” are
devoutly to be desired in cvery Churzh service,
We wish our brethren complete success in their
laudable effort,

WnEx a good man, but obstinate, changes his
mind for the better, everybody rejoices. Our
Montreal friends, we are therefore sure, must be
rejoicing greatly over the speech of the Rev.
Gavin Lang, at the last mecting of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, on the
subject of Presbyterian Union. When the answer
of the Free Assembly to the letter of the Estab-
lished Assembly was read in the coun, there
were differences of opinion as to the action that
should be taken. Dr. Milligan, whose catholi-
city of sentiraent is as well known as his sgcda.l
sympathy with the Episcopal Church, wished 2
commiltee to be appointed that would conler
not unly with sister Presbyterian Churches, but
with any other portion of the Church of Christ
in Scotland, which should be found ready to enter
into conference. Ir. Story thought that there
was little use in duing anything, that the Free

Church had by a large majority committed itself
|to a policy of dis-establishment and dis-endow-
ment, and that the Church of Scotland was
strong enough to resist all assailants. He would
simply keep the document ¢x refentis. “Then up-
rose Rev. Gavin Lang, of Inverness. « He had
the honout to be a Highland miniiter, and he
had had a large experience of Presbyterian

Union. He thought it would be something very
like a calamlty If the motion of Dr. Story were
adopted”  let them go ahcad. e was for
Presbytecian Unlon, und for that only. #Nothing
could be more discouraging or dampening to
the caute of the Chureli in the nonth of Scot-
land than the adoption of . Story's or cven
Dy, Milligan's otion.” *¢ It was all very well,” he
sald, “for ministers in thesouth where the Chusch
wasstrong to talk of daing nothing, but if they
who lived In the sonth saw what others saw In
the north, they would lmmc before they did
anything to discourage the [dea of Presbyterian
Union”  All this is !mfccll delicious, Ier.
haps the finest touch is the fitst. 'l'o think of
the Rev. Gavin lang posing as the one who
““had had a large experience of Presby*erian
Union,” and who could therefore conscientiousty
recommend it to allothers ¢ But, when he pro.
ceeded 10 advocate, not as union of all Christ.
fans like good Dr Milligan, but simply a union
of Peesbyterians, it is too much for mere joy, It
takes the breath away, ‘The atmosphere of
Inveeness must be wonderful.

ArTER cightcen years' controversy over the
instrumental music questivn in the Irish Presby.
terian Charch a setcdetent has alniost unani-
wously been arnved at which promises to bring
in the piping times of peace.  According to
the resolutions adopted the question is not to
trouble the Assembly for at least three ycars—
cvery cffort is to be made by a comttee
appointed for that purpose to induce those min-
isters and congregaticns that are now employing,
or that may employ, instrumental music in pub-
lic worship to discontinue its use, and if those
cilotts succced, then the period through which
no discussion on the matter is to take place in
the Assembly is lengthened to five years—while
at the same time those opposed to the use of
instrumental muste in public worship agree to use
their best endcavours to have the associations
against its cmployment throughout the country
dissolved. ' We consider,” saysthe Delfast 184
ness, this a most satisfactory settlement of the
vexed question. Almost any scttlement of ft
would have been welcome ; for the Church is
weary of the whole agitation. DBut we regard
the settlement which has been arrived atas par-
ticularly happy. ‘There is no cnactment of a
law on the subject, cither in favor of or against
the use of instruments. There it no victory
ganed by cither side.  Neither antianstrumen:
taiists nor liberty-men can say that they have
tirumphed. The question has been settled, as
It oughtto have been settled long ago, by mutual
concession and mutual forbearance, in that spint
of love which ought to characterize the proceed.
ings of brethren in Christ.” At any ume this
striving for peace would be wise, but 1n the pres-
ent cnisis of affairs this action of our brethren in
Ircland in closing up their ranks is especially
commendable. Wercjoice at the happy termin-
ation of a too long protracted strife, and
carnestly hope that a lasting peace has been
sccured.

WE arc glad to learn from Mr. DBriggs, of the
Toronto Willard Tract Depositary, that the price
of * Robert and Mary Moffat” has been reduced
for Sabbath-school and church libraries from
three dollars to two dollars. We gave an
extended notice of this most interesting book
some time ago, and took occasion to recommend
it warmly to our rcaders, We shall be glad to
learn that the reducticn in price has been the
means of introducing it very generally into
the schools and congregational Wibraries of cur
Church. Every family should read this book.

A TRLEGRAPINC despatch from Brisbane states
that H.M.S. Undine, which had just arrived
from the New Hebrides, reports that no formal
annexation of or protectorate over the New
Hcbrides had been proclaimed by the French
when the Undine left those Islands. This isso
far reassuring. Perhaps the roar of the lion
has been heard even in the South Pucific. At
any rate 1t is very satisfactory to know tha, the
New Hebrides are not yet under the dominion
of France.

DISTRIBUTION CF MINISTERS AND SUPPLY
OF VACANCIES,

{ciucuLax LerTER.]

Wk call the attention of those specially Interested to
the lollowing circular which has been l1sued by the Com-
mittee appoioted by the General Assembly at its meeting
Just el on the supply of vacancies :

GueLrir, 1874 Jume, 1885,

The General Asembly of the Presbytetian Church in
Canada has sgreed upon the following scheme of disteis
bution and sapply,

I. DISTRIRUTION OF MIKISTERS,

1. There shall be & Committee consisting of sevea
members appointed by the General Assemlly to assign
licentiates and ondalned mintsters without charze to Pres.
byteries for appointments, regard had to the requlre-
ments of each l‘le:bﬂez. as reported in reply to circular
questions lusued Ly t ommittec quarterly,

2, In reporting their cequirements Presbyteries shall
state the penetal clicumatances of all the vancles within
lh:ghb?:i" with any special peeferences oe objections
- t vacancies may express regardiog the su
to be offered them. y xpreas reptrtiog ety

3- All mialsters and licentistes who wish to be settied
stall send in their names to the Committe at Jeast thiee
weeks befote the cnd of esch quarter, with & ttatement of
thelr standing duly certified by some Presbytery of the
Charch, and wmay also indicate the Presbyteries withia
whost baunds lhegeptefﬂ e:'f,upcull'nu:wﬂls; wt the Com.
mittee shall not be required to send applicants to \be
Presbyteries Indlcated except as their services may be
needed § not shall any D'resbytery be expected to find
mglog‘tnl for applicants to whosc services the vacancies
of the bosnds express reasoasble objection, but shall re-

every such case, through the Commiitee, to the Dres-
E;tﬂery to which the applicant may beloag, o¢ by which be
was lad centified.

1. When an applicant under appointment accepts &
call, he shall give notice to she Coarener of the Commlt-
tee, Lut shall be required to falfil the sppolatments already

..



