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batween which and tho botter class of bistorical
romances and lave tales little differenco can bce
discerned. Mlany ai the most popular writers of sa-
called religiaus staties for children, itroduce into themn
but littIa mare ai the spiritual tlement than they do
into their week-day tales. Thc strictly Sunday maga-
zines and the great majarity ai religiaus journals print
secular articles aide by side with those an religiaus
and ecclesiastical tapics. And it nmust lie assumned
that parents in putting thesa publications into the
hands ai children, do nat subjeot tbemi ta a dangeraus
strain upan conscience by prahibiting the reading ai a
portion af their contents. The problemn is thus oneofa
choice. And as latitude has greatly increased, wise
choice is necessarily difficuit. But it may be avercome
by remembcring that undue strictness is Iikely ta wvork
mare harm than laxuty, and by recognizing the fact that
the spiritual and sertous element in lufe is nat ta lie
found in theological treatises alone, but in aIl the
higier forms ai secular lîterature.

It is the insistence ai many. we know, that ta label
a certain class ai books as Sunday books is ta make a
distinction positively injuriaus ta the yaung. They
urge that a book unfit ta be read an the Sabbatb is
injurious if read on other days, and that ta set aside
the more spiritual- . and serious books for Sunday
reading is ta increase frivahity during- the rest ai thc
week. There is some truth in this. !tnâif the judgment
ofaitI cammunities and individuals were mature, the
distinction would flot be necessary. But the rigbt use
of tic Sabliath dépends upon a tniigbtened con-
science, andl as tie degree ai enlightenment differs in
conimunities and individuals, tbey nced moral training.
Civil laws are creatcd for the purpose ai fixing a
certain conception ai conduct in the public mind, their
highest value being reacbed when the habits ai mind
and life bave become Sa well ardered by their obser-
vance that they art, na langer restrictive. In like
mannnr, the restriction af the Sabliatical Jaw and other
kindred enactmnents have for their purpose tie training
af thc cammunity ta the conception af mnoral law. and
that training must begin in tie family. The father
who by sncb training has developed inta a tiaughtfni
manbood, may well dlaim "fnot ta be judged in respect
ai days.' But the liberty ta wbicb he has attained
mnay not safely be given ta chiidhood and youth, wvbich
in ticir tioughtlcssness and lack ai spirituality, need a
discipline wsth ich he may dispense. Witbout dis-
tinction between their wveek-day and Sunday reading
and engagements their conception ai moral law would
lie biunted, and the value ai the Sabbath as Ila schooi-
master ta bring us ta Christ" be wholly lost.-New
York Observer.

FRENCH QENIUS ý:OR PROTESTANTISM.
An interesting article in a recent number ai Lc

Sgunal, the religious daily af Paris discusses the char-
acter ai Frencb P.-otestandism, taking the stand that
thc genius ai the French peaople is for this very, thing.
Thc writer appeals ta bistory wvith the question wiether
there be in tie world anything mare noble, marc estim-
able, more virile than the Protcstantism ai French
histary. It was by inward necessity that the French
Reformation took place, and it was flot because ai the
nature ai things, but by an autward cambhination ai
circumstances that France did nat then become a
cegreater Switzerland, witb its Catbolic cantons and its
Protestant cantons, andi a canstitutionai nionarchy
governing ail, awaiting the time whcn the deveiopment
ai ideas should bring about lagically a Republican iorm
af governmcnt."

Tie writer appeals ta facts in support ai bis conten-
tion, wbicb, thougi novel, bave in therti natbing
sttange ta those wba ramember tic history ai the
Huguenots, "11that reformed Protestantism bas been
tic faunidation ai the truc France, the flrm and com-
pact rock upon whici ber bouse would have been rnçst
solidly built. Wbetber we wili owru or dony it, modern
France, progressive, Jiberal France, springs from
nathing else. WVho snstained tic crown against the
dcmnagogy ai tic League, andi the Frencht national
political systern against Italian and Spanish politics?
WVho canquered and saved the thrane ai tie first Bour-
bonP lVbo protected it afterward against the bouse

af Austria ? What might bave proventedl the Spanish
wvar of succession ? What philosophy would have
ended with the Constituant Assembly and not bave
gone on ta the TerrorP What religion nuight have
savcd Gallicanism its repeated checks, fram Philip the
Fair ta Father Hyacinthe, including Charles VII. and
Bossuet ? P

The writer goes on ta show that the highest benofits
ta French science, arts, governmnent, have been due to
Protestants. "The fatiiers af French surgical science,
af French agricultural science, af French physical
science, of the French colonial system, its most inspired
naval commander, its most creative artist, ail were
Protestants, and sa wvere a long rail of leaders in the
educationni and industrial wvorlds; in French diplomacy,
as well as the best known men af letters and of learti-
ing. From ail these and miany other instances ho
argues, and not îneffectually, that Pratestantismn is
quite accordant with the genius of the French people.
The article is wvritten, of course, ta stir up the sons of
the Huguenots ta preciate their awn importance in
the developmnent of France. We of a Protestant nation
may carry the thought out ta its lagical sequence.
Since the genius af France is for Protestantism, she cati
only fulfil lier truc dcstiny when she has become Pro-
testant. And if now she is leader of the world in
science, tbought, in ail that is ideal as r.ontrasted with
material gaod, bow much more will she blcss the world
when once she bas came into bier own, and finds herseli
free ta work according ta ber truc nature.

HINTS FOR A CHRISTIAN HOME.
1. We may lic quite sure that aur wili is likeiy ta bc

crosscd during the day ; so Jet us prepare for it.
2. Every persan in the bouse bas an evil nature as

well as ourselves, and therefore we are flot ta expcct
taa mucb.

3. Look upan ecd member ai the family as ane for
whom Christ died.

4. When inclined ta give an angry answer, lot us
lift up our heart in prayer.

S. If fromn sickncss, pain, or infirmity, we feel irrit-
able, let us keep a very strict watch over uurselves.

6. Observe when others are sufféring, and drap a
word af kindness.

7. W;ýtch for little oppartunities ai pieasing, and put
little annoyances out of the way.

8. Take a cheerful view af everything, and encour-
age hope.

9. Speak kindly ta dependents an i servants, and
praise tben, when you can.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA.
The ioilowing letter, handed us by the kindncss ai the

Rev. R. P. Mlackay speaks for itself, words cannot deepen
the pathos of these appalling facts, children rescucd at ibis
trne might be the instruments af mighty blessing in days ta
corne. The great ingathcring ai-origst the Telugus began
in a time of famine rnay this prove a blessing in disguise.

I(DO3UE, OotoberS*b. 18 r4ô.
My DzAUt MR. MÂCHT:-

Col. Barr spoko to me af tho famine
that in already making iSle el ot bore. Wbt at le elllng at twa
conte a pound, and north of n at twor andi a-bal! cente a paand ;
and yet weare juaton theodedo oth. Wbat il willb. whon it han
time ta aeîert issait, it in bard, to rmalice. He asked Il we wou!d
bo witlang ta tako chorge of the cbtîdren thetwiliII n large nambera
probably bc deBerted by ihoir parente. Ta thie I sait! %hat rio far
sa we had mear, we wanld do ce, and thas 1 would write ta ask
yen bow .r yen :hongbtwehonld nndertakethiewerk. Ho han
already cent ne twa baye. whom we mte celàking ta train ae boit we
oaD. Will jou hindly let me knew, ae aocu a yon oan, wbaî ycn
ae a cammutte think of the matter?7 To the ecntb of nu. tbey
are dying in largo numbere 8d ana e ociaty in Bombay bau
taken up Ibo werk and bals removed thora, at leaft, ne batcb of
Ilfty giris. Someet themidiedaon howay. anaaIl had, wben soy
reached Bombay. tago led vith mik and that very aparingîy. for
severaldays. Lait oveningi1 woata&reund sorneof outrCbrittfans
about the time thoy wore coakang their food, and wau pained ta
ficd l tn ome cases, bow nearly ta slatvationà shey are. Tberowill
bc mueb enffering belote the neit .aine, oven amongst thoni.
The Ledingbamu. with their now baby, and Misses Oliver and
Pîoleiny rcbed biera an Saturday, and me intend ta bave tho
Communion on Sabbath. 1 hope it may ha a heipful service. i
ie etih vory hot tbrongh tho day; but wa bave it quite cold ai
nigbit. and se we abail aon prabsbly have It couler tbrongh thé
day toa,-tbe cola souon. Wark in golng an au usurâl.

Yanru very elnceraly,
JoizxM WiLETL


