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Qurrent {Fopics.
—Arangements have been made for
the erection of a statue of Dr. Norman

Macleod, near the Barony Church,! prelections of Mr. Gavazzi.” etc.

Glasgow.

—TFort, -fevr Mormon missionarics
@re on their way to Weles, on a prose-
Iyting expedition.  They will work in
the mining and iron‘districts of Wales.

—The pussibilities of Methodist dis- |
cipline as adunnstered in 2 colored |
church are tremendous, A presiding
elder of a VWistetn Atncan Methodist
Conference was suspended from the
ministry vne <day, eapelled the next,
grestored to the ministry on the thard |
day, and reappointed presiding elder
on the fourth. If there had been a,
general conference handy, he might.

have been elected bishop on the aext.

—'lhe latest report of the mimster:
of educauion shows a steady increase |
of public instruction throughout the |
Japanese Empire.  The school atten-
dance is now 35,000,000, the males,
however, unduly preponderating. There |

is Allessandro (iavazzi, speaks of “ an

deed, it is su; jested that the municipal

lthe garrison to reoccupy the position.

eloquent sermon” by Gavazzi, *the| oflicinls Jent a quasi-sanction to the | General Wood has accepted their pro-
powerful preaching of Gavazzi, " “the | proceedings. The commumication from | posals, and Potchefstroom has been
indefatigable Gavazzi,” “the valuable | Mr. Jones, who writes from Naples, | duly restored to its former occupants.
states that * the mob, after completing : It 15 a small thing, no doubt, but 1t 1s

—The opposers of the new hymnal

Vof the Free Church of Scotlagd” have

1 succeede?, underthe tead fSir Ho -+

| Moncreiff, in cartying a motion in thc; soiemn bcm:dn.ho:‘:’u S5 BivEN vy LG

Edinburgh Free Presbytery for an over-, latter.” It is gratifying to hnow that

ture to the General Assembly asking a
year's delay in adopting the book. Sir
Henry said he dreaded cxtremely the
hasty approval of a book which cun-

porters believed this matter of the hymn.
book was more important and difficult

than the composition of the Confession | pedia gives the following statements : !

of Faith, An elder said that if certain
hymns were admitted to the Church

i they would drive many people out of the : six to eight mullions.

Church altogether.

liturgy and instrumental music in the
public worship of their Church.

their work of vengeance, entered the
, cathedral in triumph, and were b'essed
"By the elerev and (be arch-priest. the

a Constitutional King, nut the Pope,
"is in the ascendant now in Italy, and
" immediately upun these events bemng
officially reported in Rome, stups were

i
]
1

!'tained hymns of Ritvalistic and Broad ; taken by the Government tu sccure
Church tendencies, and one of his sup- , freedom of worship and of cousaence,

' to the Protestants of Marsala.
—An article in Herzogs Encyclo-

. ** The total num.ber of Jews throughout
. the earthis commonly reckoned at from
This estimate,

Mr. Macaulay ob- | however, is far tyo low. On the ground |
jected to a book which was framed so, of information derived trom many
as tobe an introduction to the use of a | quarters, we reckon it at the lowest:

figure at twelve millions.  \We must re-
; member that the science of statistics 1s

. just such an act as might have been
) expected from arace whichs has sprung
, fromn the chivalrous Huguenots ot
T, .+ 20l the sturdy Puntans of
Holland. The conscientiousness that
prumpted both the recogmtion of the
, wrong and the immediate restitution
of the position unfairly siezc ., 1s too
. often absent frum the deaungs of
! States, either great or small; but 1n
the Transvaal both sides appear to be
couragevus enough tu admut their
mistake when they find themselves in
the wrong.”
. From another source, a Buston (U.
'S.) paper, we get some httle insight
'into the religion of the Boers, whuse
tenets mainly coincide with those of
the Dutch Reformed Church. The
following is the testimony of . the Rev.
Mr. Aldir Grout, a missionary in the
. Transvaal region:—
' “Their children are baptized in in-

!

The Barbadoes Official Gasctte , yet in its i“';?"f-)" andkall fwh;)l have
contains a copy of a Bill by which 1t1s, expenience of the work ol collecting yy o /o) 4he sopulation become niem.
proposed to raise the annual grant from | Statistics are aware how difficult itis o o Cl?urpch. So much do :hey

State funds to the Wesleyan Mission , to ascertain the truth. and, in particu- ;000" efy 2P ep i at Fops o 0

is a good deal to do yet in the proper,
payments of teachers in Japan. School |
teachers’ wages in that country are
rather infinitesimal, something less

'fapcy, andin due time cunfirmed;

in that island from £700to £1,400, on lar,statistics of religious persuasion are |

than $25 a year sufficing for the aver-
age schoolmaster. |

—The * Salvation Army” was re- |

cently attackzd by a mob in the streets |
of Enniskiller., Ireland, and stoned;
in conscquence-of which the author- |
itied Jorbadé” the Army to hold open- !
air meetings. The * Salvation Army ™|
has nivals, it seems, n the  Salvation |
Mission ™ and the ** Hallelujah Army.” !
Each publicly disavows connection |
with either of the others. A detach- .
ment of the *Army” mn Pans was-
assaulted by roughs, who mistook!
them for Jesuits m disguise. The
meetings have been prombited. z

—A special effort is about to be
made to raise the sum of f£12,000,
needed by the growing prosperity and
demands of the Methodist N¢ & Con-
nection at home and abroad. A circu-
lar has been issued by the President
of the Conference, the Rev. Dr.
Cocker, of Sheffield, stating that
influential deputations  will shorntly
visit the circuits on behalf of this
object. The Wesleyan Methodist
Thanksgiving Fund has now reached
a total of £193,000, of which amount
£164,000 has actually been paid into
the hands of the general treasurers.
It is intended to close the lists in
August, before which time it is ex-
pected that the amount proposed to |
be raised— 300,000 guineas—will be
realized,

—The Free Church of Italy, accord-
ing to the tenth annual report, made
little advance in the past year. There
are fourteen ordained ministers, a de-
crease of one; ffteen evangelists;
forty-cight elders, a loss of one ;
seventy deacons, a gain of three; 1,780
communicats, a Joss of twenty; 254
catechumens, a loss of eleven ; thirty-
five churches, a decrease of one ; thirty
seven outstations, a gain of two.
There was an increase of nearly 3,000
francs “a the collections, the total
being 15,000. The receipts from all
sources were 180,852 francs, and the
expenditures 174,408. Of the receipts
32,961 francs were from America. The
Report, the first signature to which

condition that the mission continues
4"

the island, not less than that now pro-

vided by them, to keep the chapels re- | X
' ferred to in the petition in good order ; ulation of Euro?e has been gaven by a
and repaip atd 0 prae S wdnleloesy TGRS S
not fewer than seven in number, to ‘ millivas—one Jew to every fifty-five of |
serve in the chapels and attend the sev- ; the whole population; but this 1s de-

eral ministrations and rites of the Wes-
leyan Communion.” ‘1he proposed
change isnodoubt influenced by a de-
sire to reduce rather than extend the
interference of the State in religious
affairs, but the whole matter is a scan-

dal, to the removel of which we earn-

estly hope our Wesleyan friends will
apply themselvesbefuret e Lord Mayor
renews

Commons for the discuntinuance of
analogous grants to other rebigious |
bodies in the island of Ceylon.—Noxn- '
. conformist.

—The fierceness and bitterness of |

, religious animosities have received  Jerusalemabout 6,000, n Safed 3,000,in
another illustration, on a small scale, |

. by events which have recently occurred

- at Marsala, in Sialy.

Wesleyan Mission at Naples, undcr‘

An agent of the ;

the superintendence of the Rev, T. W,

i 8. Jones, has lately been placed in|
- charge of the little Methodist com- |

munity at Marsala, and appearstol

- have shown ability and zeal in his:

work. At any rate, since his appoint- !

his motion in the House of -

beset with difficulty.

many more Israclites than offiaal re-
turns make apparent. The Jewish pop-
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cidedly below the mark. In Amster-
. dam alune there are 36,000 Jews;in
. Poland there are a million of Jews; n
i Africa, Algeria, Tunis, Fez, Morocco,
, are 100,000 Jews ; and the lands of the
Nile have them in multitujes.  Staus.
tical returns of Asia are extremely 1m-
perfect, but in Arabia, Persia, Afghan.
1stan, India, there are large Jewish pop-
ulations ; and even Cluna has a sprink-
cung of Israchies. A return of nalf a
muiliv 1 is far too small for the United
States of Amernica; and there are Jews
in Mexico, the West Indies, and the
Brazils as well. In Palestine there is
still a iewish population of 16,000, in

Tiberias 1,300, in Jaffa 300.

“The following statement shows onc
Israclite in—
Norway and Sweden .
Belnium
Greece
North America
Italy and G. Britain
France

to 4, 300 inhabintants,
to 2,300 inhalntants.
. to 3560 nhabitants,
to 75 inhabitants,
to 700 inhabitant,
to Soo inhabitants.

—By books and correspcndence from

It 1s not difficult |
to provide chapel accommodation in | especially to see that there may be

ment in Augu st last, the opposition to | the Transvaal, a2 good deal of light is

customs, that theydo not alluw any
manto administer its rites who is
not able to give evidence that he has
"been regularly trained and is fully
! qualified forthe office. Suchaman s
'a Predikant, -or minister, but a “man
of inferior fitness and qualities is al-
lowed to preach to blacks or low whites
and he is called a “scndling’ or mis-
" sionary. When they proposed to malke
tour missionary brothc Lindley their
minister, they would make no move to
"efiect thistill he had seatto the place
“and people where he was ordained
,and obtained certificates from them—
- his own assertion, or that of his fellow
' missivnaries, not being sufficient. The
_Church has its Communivn season
"once a quarter, and it is expected that
_every able-bodied person on the
“Church list will then appear in lus
. place, even if he live many day's travel
ifrom the Church. They then ¢span
(in” the large family waggon with
| water-proof cover, take in the whole
| family, old and young, and travel to
ithe church, where they ¢ span out?
. their oxen and live in the waggon over
,the Sabbath. They gst the young

y children baptized and the older ones
| confirmed, rececive together the Holy
!Communion. and receive the benedic-
| tion of the minister and return home.
lThcy place great value on all the ser-
}vices and rites of the Church. ‘They
carry the Christian idea so far at times

the Protcstant movement, led by the | being thrown upon the manners and {as to apply it to the caitle, calling
priests, seems to have increased in; customs of the little-understood Boers | their own cattle Christian, in opposi-
violence and malignity. The priests | who, owing mainly to British igno- | tion to the heathen cattle belonging

lately sccured the services of a Lenten | rance and blundering, have of late been j to black people.”
preacher, of some notoriety as a bigot | so much trouble to us. A pointin | But thereis adarker side to the picure,

and a firebrand. His preaching ap-;
pears to have been the means of stir-|
ring up the rough element in the popu- |
lation, and of inciting them to a furious !
attack upon the mission premises at !
Marsala. The mission agent narrowly !
escaped with his life, finding refuge on |
the roof of a neighboring house, while
the premises of which he was in charge |
were sacked, and their furniture and
contents burnt in the public street.
The authoritics on the spot seem for
some time to have been powerless to
quell the violence of the mob, and, in.

their favor is thus referred to in the
Pall Mall Gazette, apropos «f what
has recently happened at Potchef-
stroom, where the British garrison
surrendered while the armistice was
in force :—

s« The Boer leaders, w. are told,

. having discovered that Commandant

Craije had forced the surrender after
the armistice had becn concluded,
and while the garrison was in igno-
rance of the suspension of hostilities,
offered to cancel the capitulation,
restore the material of war, and permit

for Mr. Grout adds:—‘ The Boers
"have great contempt for black people,
; thinking them only fit to be the slaves
.or scrvants to the whites, and not
; capable of becoming Christians—op-
_posing all eflorts for the blacks de-
signed to civilise or Christianise them.
- They do not allow the blacks toatiend
 worship with them in their church,
‘or favor their attending worship at
jall.” This view is, alas! too fully
i confirmed by Dr. Moffat, his son, and
other missionaries in that f{faroft
region.



