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Admitting the creshibnlity of the teposts 1 had scen, 1 naturally <at
a thaking,”  and pondered the seasons why a wise Frovidence had
fermitted Toronto to receive such aserions baptisin of hte. Sudom

was dest10y el hecause of the Just of its citizens, and becadse even ten
nghteous nen could not be found winthm its walls | but § could nny

brang mys ) ten Dhelieve that Toronte’s apparent destruction could be
attnbuted ta esthes onc or other of these canses, 1t conld not e
becaute of Tutonto’s un, fot theit wotality is proverbial,—they never
du anpihang wrong an Turento, thiey don’t even tun street cars on
Sunday ; 1t could not be because they had not ten nghteous wuen there,
for anyoune atting around the table of the Toronto Board could not but
e convinced that evety member of that vrganization fulfitis to the
fetter both tables of the decalogue.  Dismissing, thetefore, Loth these
teasnns as extiemely improlable, I was almost «despaising of a solu
tion, when the brllant id=a occerred to me that possalily the recent
fires ate a judgment upon their inotdinate vanity.

For many vears the people of Tutonto have over-ctuuated theit
valuc to the Domision, they have had aa inflatcd opunton as to thee
own commercial importance, and they, 100, have teparded themselves
as saving the insurance business 1 gencial, and several companies in
panticalar, from tuin,—the prosperny that has undoultelly attended
them has, in 2 metsure, turned their heads, and has led them into a
false sense of ther ona secunty, and has prevented them ealizing the
wecessity of proveding: for the future ; the 1eal eatate cellapse is ovi-
dence of this in onc Jitection, and then 1ack of projper fite eatinpunh.
ing appliances is proof in the other duection. 1 must confess the Cuy
dud not weem 30 * conflagrated ' (this isa good wond)as Dantidipand
from the teport that hiad seached me, but the uglt wac panful enough
wn all conworence.
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Coming further Eaat, 1 ind matters improved 30 our own Caty, but
still there exist butter complamts agamst the results of the husiness v
far this year  You could scanely tell by the cuntenance of the
Mortrcal managen the catent of this ycat « sufleting (they iear thae
tuals well); et five minuter conversation teveals the inver fecling
which genenally culmmates in the capressum, most suggestive, if
robust,—1the business has gone to the . Bame snmentionable.
Yet this august personage has had nothing to e with at, suicly, for i
finl churchics and colleges have vontsibuted mant lagely, ajast from
Totonto, to the dircful 1esult  Kut, «ay, pethape afier all the sate-
ment may have more wuth atout 1t than poctsy, for ot s generalls
adimitted that His Majestsy docs not appre of moral teaching, and
may, thetelute, te dasnus of 1emoving the places nhere such teack
ing s leasned and propagated. This remumds me, o that in Tunente
1 beard it sand ~omce peaple did 0ot approve «of departmental <tares,
and 1t 13 thought some of the recent fites may have emanated from
those who weie eqoally desinte of temuoving the plaves where sueh
were canied on  In both « asey 1t the suppiainon is cotredt, the work
Was salany
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Bat what has cone over the Mcthodist chutches * they preach fite,
auat s sa0d, and this vear they have eaprencaced st. Whese will
neat stde > Fave Mahodint churcbes luwme? in less than theer
wonths m the western part »{ Ontare v wtely daceesd? What a
satire on the best 1aid schemes ol men ! Twoyearsagn the Metholit
Chatch had widder comsidesation the otablplitent of an Inssaance
~cheme of their own ; 1 bebeve 11 was fintanately knockal on the

head by the cotmernative. prudent clement.  What a story they would

have had to relate this year ° And wiat shall we say atneat Trgonte's
insarance heme 1 shomld tie Seadd, amed doctless will e et i
promotess are evidently loth to admit the .nanity of thett cherahed
p‘“l.

1t Toromto, the Methadist (hitch, and all sorts and conditions of
men, wha think they know Faw 10 **1un ™ mssrznee o-mjanes, Leep
thest hands off for, i they do nre, they wall avaradly find, by Iuiter
eapenence, that evennone shoald *:atich 1o bis lase ™
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In the official bank return for February a discere:
. pancy appears by a sum having been accidentally mnis-
: placed by a bauk oflicer.  The second edition corrects
this error.

The real national anthem:—
My country ti$§ of tle,
$weet Lanm! of Liberty,
OFf thee I $ing, —N 1 Herdd,

Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada. Commenda-
tory notices are frequent in our exchanges, regard-
ing the late action of the Sun in adopting a 4 per cent.
basis as its future standard of valuation.

The Liverpool & London & Globe insurance
company’'s 47th annual statement shows the aggregate
assets in the United States on December 3ist to have
been £8.498,26S; the liabilities §5,427,079; and the
surplus $3.071,189.

A bill has been introduced into the House of Re-
presentatives at Springficld, 111, prohibiting insurance
companies to insure the lives of minors without first
obtaining the consent of the insured and their signa-
tures to applications.

The exposure hazard again. We learn that Ti-
voli Hall Building, in Brooklyn, lately burned, was
rated and insured at 3 per cent. but the dwellings
nearby, and exposed by 1t, zind actually burned with
it, were rated at 15cents for three years!

Conundrum. \Vhat is the rescmblance between 2
life office guarautecing large bonuses and a body of
cathedral choristers newly outfitted ? —The one was a
casc of a big surplus required. and the other, that of «
big choir resurpliced.

Probably the largest fire insurance policy in exis
tence, or cver written. is that covering the property of
the Santa Fc Railway Company. It was issued by
the Phaenix Fire, of London. Eng.. is in amount &137,-
000,000, and takes a premium of £170,000 to carry.

The Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society.—
From an advance statement of this Company we gather
that the revenuce account gained considerably over pre-
vious vear, and an increase of §500,000 is shown in the
surplus. \When the report arrives we shall give a
fuller notice of the operations of the Norwich in 1S94.

In reviewing the latest ten years' statistics, the Spee-
tator. N. Y. says it is rather noteworthy to find that
there are but fourteen of the larger companies that can
claim the distinction of having realized an uninter-
rupted ** profit in underwritinz*” during that period
Among the fourteen it mentions our friends, the Etna,
Hartford, Liverpool X London & Globe, London &
' Lancashire, National, and Royal.

The Provident Savings Life Assurance Socicty.
—The 20th annual statement of this Company ¢xhibits
¢ that the income was increased last year by $100,000;
! additional payments to policy-holders were made to
' extent of §94.000; and the surplus was enlar, by
$110.000. The income of the Provident Savings is
given as §2.249.398, and its surplus, at § per cent. val-
uation, $900.930. Uwder the cnergetic management of
Mr. R H. Matson, the Canadian busincss is making
yood progress.




