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The Fire Offices Coniniittee in Eug*
]and lias just arrived at an excellent
decision, and iinade it law, to the

effect that tlîe eniployees of offices îniay receive coin-
mission only from their own office for buisines iii-
troduced. A case was instanced whereiin anî eniployee
or clerk of onc office actually placcd busitness iii another
office at lower rates <for a commission) to the detrixucaît,
as it afterwvard appenred, of his own. XVe have Ileard
of such tlîings being donc iii Toronto and Montrcal in
the past, but hiope the rules and regulahions now cr-
forced preclude an,; sucli practices.

N"tlnctlbn Tiîw- New Vork Court of Appeals
ur cangelas lias decided that th e takiing of a new
a Fra, Yaie partt-.er mbt a firm, without the

lma3lotaat. knowledge or cotnsent oftlie insurance
Comnpahny carryitîg the firu risk, vitiates thc policy. It
Inay seeni soniewliat of a bardship to have ho submit to
this rnling, but the decision is quite a reasonable olle
froni the comipany's and the insurance standpoiiut. A
change nuaterial to the moral risk inighit easily corne
about ini tItis w-ny. A fin cornposcd of partners iii
every way unobjectiaîîable Inighit take iii a new mmii,
-,Vhose antecedents :and history were objectionable to
tic insurance Companîy. Throughi fot being advised
af the fact, tlîe mlaniagemienlt are deprived of their riglit
to cancel should hhey wisli to do sa. Thxis is of course
unfair, muid iii event of loss, the Company could 1ýirly
piead in cousccjucncc nîo liability. Agaiii, the retire-
nment of a partuer, withi or wihhout change of fir-t ianie,
miglit be a fact important for the Company ta know.
If thc xuorally or financially strong ruan of the house
wixtlidrew frotu it, the Comîpany mniglt wvisli ta cancel,
the insurance. If not notified, it is bat-ted front exer-
cising its-discretion.*

W\VîîîN Aldermian Lauilb atnd lis
TwIIlit zatil

Elretgbt ~ confrères evolvcd thnt niow famnous
schrnie of Municipal Fire Insurauce,

for the general good of ail cities and towîîs iii Onitario
suffering under the tyranuiy and greed of the fire iii-
surance conipanies, but specially for the benefit of the
citizens of Toronto, lie satisfied inîiself and themn, that
there wvas big nîoney for the city itself, by insuring ail
buildings and contents within its Iiiinits, and dropping
theinsurance conipanies. The aldermian liad a pretty
theory, and the figures lie inarshalled iii holiday attire
iii support of it, were xîot without a certain grace and
speciousniess. let bonté du dliabl. Thley nîiust have,
indeed, been captivaltiîg to have induced that intelli-
gent body of -lee, the Toronto City Council, to give
their sanction for an application to be mnade to the
Provincial Legisiature for the licccssary powers to
effect coulpulsory insurance within the City linmit
We presume the Cotuncil thonghit i uniderstood al
about fiae inisurance.-at lenst enoughi to reap the fat
profits, even at reduiccd rates, whichi the Lanîb figures
demionstrateci to be ini the business. Surcly tle colin-
cillors were ail iii a twilighit, wlieli things looni largcly.
WVell, it is likely, they ail saw chvic insumance and its
responsibilities mûire: clearlv, différently, iii that gicat
fireliiht whichi iii the early hours of the 6tlî inst., and
the evening o! the icthi inst., caille froin the burning
up of over a million of dollars wortli of valuable pro-
perty iii thie very lieart of the citý. These fires, we are
told, would inost likeiy have rushed over a larger arca
unchecked, the fire brigade being taken at some
disadvantage, were it îot for taie protection given to
surroumditig buildings by te suiowfl of u feiv iours
previous fta the former fire anc the rainfall during the
latter. Tlîings do look different iii différent lighits.

Tii outlook of tlîe Federal exchiequer

Fnne. is îîot briglit. The Finance IMinister
iii lus îîext Budget will have to show a

considerable deficit iii prospect for the current year.
'rTe fi-st five uîionths% showv a dccrea.se iu revenue of
close upon two nilionis-Si,(93,473- belolv the saine
period iii 1893, and an increase iii cxpeuditure-large-
ly controllable, let uls say-of $4i3,z13. The public net
debt stands just six millions iut excc-s-, of the amount
ah which. it stood a year ago. The deficit, wvhich is


