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SOUPPLEMENT.

the Dominion, cach branch having power to sond one additional
delegato for evory ten mombors over ten membors,

6. Any fivo porsons can form a branch assooiation, and such
branch association shall hecomo affilinted with the Gensral Free
-thought Association of Cunada by, adopting & com ‘itution which
#liall not conflict with the constitution uf the Generar Freothought
Association of Canada.

7. That sach branch associntion shall contribute one-quarter of
its receipts to the Execntive Committec of the Goneral Free-'
thought Aesociation of (anada, whbich shall bo applied as shail
hereafter bo dotermined by tho Condention. o

8. The President of cach branoch association sball be a Vice-
‘President of tho Genoral Associntion. Do

9. Tho first busincss of tho Annua! Convontion shall bhe the
eleotion of tho officers of the Generdl Association for the ensuing

ear.
y 10. Your Committes recommend that all delegutes to this con- |
vontion be empowered to establish Lranch associativns in their |
govoral districts, with power to add now, tumes and new districts.

11. The officers of the Generul Freethought Assocaticn shall »
be elected annually at the Annual Convention of the said Asso-
ciation. . !

|
i
)
'

12. “There being no effectiva ymeans of obtaining and distributing
our particular literaturs, wo réconmimend that tho General Free
thouglit Asgociation estatlisly & depdt fur Freethought literature,
to be sold, circulated, and distributed by said Assuciation.

13. That the centrnl, exacutive, sud office of tho Geueral Free-

. thought Association of Canada be held in Toronto,

ErLecriox oF OFPICERR.

The following officers were olected unanimously ;

Mr, J. Ick Evans, President.

Mr. J. T. Hawke, Secretavy.

Br. W. J. R. Hargrave, Corresponding Secretary.

Mr. R. B. Butland; Treasurer.

Exccutive Committeo—\V, Sisson, Port Hope; W. B. Cooke,
R. Riley, Eyro Evans, C. A. Scadding, J. D. Xeiloy, Toronto, -

Proragannisi.

i

|

|

The ‘ollowing report of 2he Committeo on Propngandism was |
read by the Chairman {J. T. Hawke) and unanimously : topted . i
|
{
1
t

Be it resolred, That in order to spread Freethought and fiberal
jdeas in tho Dominion of Canada tho special Comentteo appointed
for that pnrpose recommend as follows:

1. Wo suggest that, in the ovent of & national organiztion
being established, that & fund be 1nisul for propagandist purposes,
and that it bo used as equally as practicable thruughout the
Dominion—Toronto and other organized cities to havo no claim
on the use of the fand. ‘

9. That voluntary subseriptions bo solicited for this purpose,
11t to insure necessary permanence in bresking new ground |
‘afinunl subscriptions bo asked from those who desire to fucther
this object.

3. When our public or professional lecturers are invited to
Canada on theit own terms they bo requested to open up new |
ground, provided their travelling and hotel expenses are guaran-
teed, and whenover time and opportunity are favorable. {

4. Wo deem it desirable to encourage men ot ability, other than |
professional lecturers, to uso their talent for propagandist pur—‘
|
|

poses cither in their own or outside their own locality.

&, That beforo unprofessional lecturers be acknowledged as
Frecthought advocates they shall be endorsed and recommended
by the propagandist executive.

. G. In any locality to which lecturors ave sent reports will bo
expected from the mansgers or promoters of lectures regarding
talent and fitness of lecturer sont. ‘

7. When lecturers aro seat from any orgauization or tho
cxecutive their travelling oxpenses and romuneration for timo
shall be guarantoed. ‘

R That tho propagandist fund bLo under the control of the
Excontive, and that tho Execative be empowered to voto any such }
sum from the general propagandist fund as they may deem fit. H
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The following genoral resolutions were nlso passed :

Wngneas, tho Evangolical Allianco has prosented to ‘ho world, as
the platfor.. of a poaaibfo co-operative umty among clomonts character-
ized by dx\'cmizs, thoe folluwiug epitumo of thought . In cssentinls, wmty:
in non-ecssentials, liberty , in all things, charty , therefore,

ResoLvep, That wo adupt und promulgate as the true saenufic basis
of organization the following motto or epitomized statement . In things
demonstrated and certain, unity , in whatsoever cun boe doubted, freo
diversity ; in all things, charity.

Rzsorvep, That tho Bible, being regarded as a book of sacred

"character and of religions authority by only a part of the people, is to

all inteits and purposos a scctarian book , and wo protest against the
pormission of its usa in the public schuuls un the prutenco of sts bem%

-8 non-goctayian book, as a manifest ovasion of tho truth, and a wilfu

disregard of the equal roligious rights of the lo.

Resorvep, That wo would most ecrupuloll)::l)g respect the right of
church-goera to enjoy their Sunday worship unmolested and undis-
turbed ; and we ask them to respect the cqual rights of those who do
not ciooso to join them to enjoy their uwn Sundays 2 equal froedom.

ResoLvep, That this Association, wlilo it recognizes tho grogt
importance and the absoluts nuecessity of guarding, by proper legs-
lation, against obscene and inducent publications, whatever sect, party
ordg:;nr class, such publications clam to favor, it disapproves and
protests against all Inws which, by reason of indoiiniteness or ambigu-
ity, shall permit the prosecution and punishiment of honest and
conscientious men and women, for presenting t6 tho public what they
deem essential to the public welfare, when the views thus presented do
not violate in thought or Ianguage, the acknowledged rulo of decency ;
and that wo demand that all laws against obscenity and indecency
ghall be 8o clear and oxplicit that none but actur! vifonders against the
recognized principles of purity shall bo liable to suffer therefrom.

Resorvep, That this Convention of Freethinkers of Canada express
its nearty sympathy with the movement in this Dominion of Canada,
to tax ecclesinstical and all other preperty in whatever form it may
consist. -

ResoLvep, That universal education is the only safeguard of unive-
sal liberty ; that no child in the Dominion shculd be perpitted to
grow up without at least a ~ommon school education , that the public
school system cantot boe susiained in cqual justico to all, excépt by
confining it strictly to sccular instruction ; that all religious ¢xercises
should Lo prohibited in tho public schoo!s; that the pormissior of cuch
exen.ses in them is a pervertion of public funds raised for educational
o8 to the purposcs of religious pmr-aitandism; and thst to allow
188 schools the prerent praotice of Bib o-rvmdini,l rayer, and sing-
ing of religious hymus; ur the ase o1 text he.ks which are so wnitten
a8 to inculente religidus doginns of any idud, is a groat utefsl wrong |
to largo classes of citizens. '

Resorvep, That we hereby appenl to the country for funds to carry .
on tho really miportant work for which we have been organized ; that -
wo belisvo therce is abundant wealth and enthusinem ready to aid us
just as soon as our objects are thoroughly understood and widely
i’nnwn ; and, that we rvly confiduntly on tho generosity of the patrionic
public not to permit this gomat cause to languish for want of tho all-
essentizl means. .

Resorven, that the members of this Convention plcdge‘h:cmsclveé :
to press upan the Provincial Legislature of the Dominion®House of -
Commons and the Scnate of the Dominion of Canada, tho desirability
of removing from Freothinkers all disabilities which at present thoy »
labour under. ,

Resorvep, That the members of this Association reverse the
othordox obligation which insists un trying and praying for power to
believo, that we pledge vursclves to discourage belief, and encourage
doul])t ; insist on the duty of doubt a8 necussary in the iavestigatiun of
truth. '

After the usual votes of thanks to conspicaous visttors, officors, !
and members, the conventior. adjourned till December 2nd, 1877,

* J. T. HAWKE, Seccrotary.

Wo wish to put on record the opinion that never did a convon- :
tion assemblo that porformed more real work in #9 business-like °
monner and in such a short space of time as the first Free- !
thought Conventiog} of the Dominioa of Canada, each officer, dele-
gato and visitor doinf their best to further the object all sconied
to havs so heartily in viow, and novor wore the principles of: our
motto more thoroughly acted up to than on this great ocession, :
overy person present seeming to feol that thore shonld be in
t things demonstrated and certain, unity ; in whatsoover may be
doubted, freo diversity ; in all things,-charity.” Aund thas ended !
the first convention of the first Frecthought Associntion in the
first dependancy of Great Bntan April 16, 1877.—Z£d. Journal.
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