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Exrvracrs from the spech of Mr. Blackburn,
un the motion for the sccond rewding of the
Lord Advocale's Education Bill for Scolland.
My, Blackburn, i moving as an amendment

that the bill be read a second time that day six

wonthy, said, he would not oceapy the tine of
the house by dwelling upon thie advantages of
education, or the igpostunce of bringing it
within the rcach of the poorer classes. VWhile,
however, the wuportance, the advantages, and
the necessity of rendening education available
to those clusses were evident, he thought the

fact that three bills had been introduced onthe
subject by very distinguished members of that
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more eflicient thun they hud ever been before,
and that they were decidedly more efficient
than they were 20 years ago.  Another testi-
mony in favour of the existing system might
be deduced from the preamble of the learned
lord’s bill, which ssid :—% And whereas in-
struction in the principles of religious know-
ledze and the reading of the Holy Scriptures,
as heretofore in use in the parochial and other
schools in that country,.is consonant o the
opnions and religious profession of a great
body of the people, wlule ut the same time
ordinary seculsr instruction has been, and

f
!

ishould be, available to children of ull deno

munations,” &e.  What lugher testim’ony|

house, cach proposing difierent systems, shovi- could be borne to tire principle of the schools
cd the difticulty of establish.ing any plan which than the adaussion that for 200 years past they
wight not be open to numerous objections. had given exactly the religious teaching that
"T'hat circunsiance, i hts opinion, also showed [ was deSired by the great body of the people,
the necessity of caution in dealing with 2 jand hnd communicated secular instruction to
country which possessed a system of edacationjthe children of those who dissented from the
ti:at had,acted well, in the hope ofmlroducmg’Esz.xbhshed Church? The great feature of
somz plan thut wonld act st:ll better. Scot-,the present il was, that it severed the exist-
land L:ad been fortunatein possessing a sys-,ing connection between the Church of Scot-
tem of educauon which had worked well fer{land and the parochinl schools, and thereby
three centuries, having been introduced at the destroyed the principle which produced such
ume of the Reformation by John Kuox, and excellent results up to the present time.  \Vhy

those who were called “the fathers of the
Church.” About the year 1600 a very lerze

number of parocliul schools had been estab-,and had effected so much good ?  He thought

lished 1n Scotland by the Chugeh, and 10 1616
the Privy Council recogrised these schools,
and passed an act in their fevour, which was
subsequently confinned. In 1646 another act
was passed on the subject, which might be
cousidered to heve established the parochial
echools as they now cexisted, end wluch,
although . was repealed at the Restoration.
was re-enacted 1n 1696. ‘Ihe parechial
schiools of Scotland might be considered to
have exgsted for nearly two centuries, and
they were essentinily Church schools. (Iear.)
There was no law laid down as to what was to
be tanght n thewm, but they were given over
to the mansgement of the Church, and the
cducation afforded 1 them was to be a reli-
wious ecducation under the charge of the
Churchy of Scotland. He thought an attempt
was now being made to overthrow that princi-
ple and to substitute a new one m 1ts place.
1fe believed 1t was umversally adintted that
the schools established by the Churcls of Scot-
land, and winch had béen adopted by the
sState, had worked remarksbly well.  The
nght hon, member for Edinburgh (Afe. Mac-
aulay) had expressed his opinion that the
establishment of parochial schools in Scot-
land effccted such an improvement as the
world has never scen in the intellectual and
woral character of the people.  The Marquis
of Lansdowne, the late President of the Com-
mittee of Council on Education, also stated
m 1850, that though he was far from saying
that the schools 1n Scotland were in a perfect
state, or that they were sufficiently developed
to mect the wants of the country, still he
would much regret seeing any system of edu-
cation attempted in that country the basis of|
which was not founded on the principle of the
parochial schools, which had been the means
of giving to Scotland the great national pre-
eminence :n cducation that she had so long
enjoved. Ile (Mr. Blackburn)did not mean
to say those schools were perfect, but he
thought nothing could be more distinct than
Lord Lansdowne's testimony to the principle
on which they were established— that of con-
nection with the Church. The hon. and
learned gentleman (the Lord Advoc;tea‘ who
brought in this b.11, had also stated,

had tlus ball been proposed when it wes ad-
mitted that the schools had worked so well

the true reason had been assigned by the
Duke of Argyle, who in 1850 stated in his
place 1n the House of Lords, that the agitation
which had been raised for the overthrow of
the parochial system was founded in the main
on those feelings winch all dissenters bore to
all established churcljes. especially to those
which they had lately left, and from which
they differed least.

The bill before the house proposed to trans-
fer the entire management of schools in Scot-
land to a board. e thought the Scotch
members would rather abolish some of the
boards that already existed in Edinburgh than
aid 1n the establishinenwof a new one. e
behieved that even the member for Edinburgh
would hardly be in favour of aiiew bourd,
thongh, no doubt, some of his constituents
derived considerable advantage from those
that already exwited. (A laugh.) It would
be wfimtely better that the inspectors should
report at once to a mimster in London—say a
Minister of Instruction; or, fuiling a Minister
of Instruction, 1o some one charged with the,
admmmstration of Scotch business, who would
leava the learned Lord Advocate time to at-
tend to lis important duties, than to have a,
board constituted 8s was proposed by this bill.
{lIear.) The board was to consist of 17 per-
sons, of whom 8 werc to be nominces of the
Government, the President of the Educulionnl!
Institute, and four representatives from the four,
universities of Scotland. Now, last year the|
test was abolished in the universities with re-
gard to !l the chairs.except that of Divinity,,
so that the Professors were not necessarily
religious men—they were oanly philosophers.
But the next four members of the board were
not philosophers but provosts. (Laughter.)
The provosts of Scotland — analogous to
mayors in England—were, no doubt, a respect-
able body, but they were & most extraordinary
class from whom to chose those who were to|
have the control of the whole education of Scot-
land. The provosts of the four towns who
were to be members of the board were highly
respectable gentlemen; but not one of them
dreamed, when elected, of bcinﬁput over the

education of the countrye (Hear) The

: at at,effect would be, that citker the provosts would that it must be considered a fundamental i
present the parochial schools 1nScotland were not be fit to direct the education of Scotland, which, without strong nccessity ought not

((Cheers) The members of the Church

ydud not wish ta attach undue hinportance;

though they might be excelleut provosts, o,
if they were sclected for their qualities i
regard to cducation, that they would not b,

1good provosts. (Laughter.) Taking the boand

as a whole, he belicved it to be one of the
worst ever constructed, while its powers were
absolute and perfectly free from control. It
would have the coutrol of the religious edy
cation that was to be given, and in all case
the schoolmaster would have to obey it
orders. ([lear. hear) If a clergyman tou.
exception to the rehigious opinions of 4 achool-
master, if, for example, Dr. Candlish and D
Cunningham—and he should be sorry at pr
gent to mention the one and not the other~
should object to the religious views of's
schoolmaster, they could do nothing in opps
sition to the board. (Hear) Say that th
doctrine of originul sin, which wasa favour.
doctrine with the people of Scotland, wass,
question.  The board would no doubt reflec:
the Governinent views upon that subject, a
it s0 happened that we knew what thozeviews
were—(laughter.)- for the noble Lord at the
head of the Govermnent had stated that.l
people were born good, and that therefore thers
was no such thing as original sin in the worle
(Laughter.) ‘The people of Scotland though
there was nothing so bad as Erastinnism. The
spirit of Ercstianisin was subjecting religion
questions to thie authority of a civil fribuml
Viewed in that light, this bill savoured of th
arossest Erastianism, for it would subject tb
religious education of Scotland to a cal
board. (Mear, hear.) {le did not think the
with such powers vested in the board respeet
able people would consent to become meimnbes
of the school committees. (Hear, hear.)

It would be a mistake to snp;)oSe that the
people of Scotland thought of Yeligion as:
thing set apurt: from the rest of life, and ta
exannnation of the schoolmaster was a 1«
and not 8 qualification. Another genen!
accusation was, that the Church of Scotla
wanted to monopolise the teaching of th
young. But the fricnds of the church offere
that it the Government would leave the
schools alone, they would join the learncd lo
in enacting a provision for schools for th
places which were destitute at pres

Scotland did not want a monopoly of
whole education of Scotland, but only wiss
to keep their own schools to themselves.
was equally untrue to sdy that the parock
schools of Scutland were sectarlan.
schouls of Scotland never had been sectani
but they had taught the religion of 95
cent. of the Scottish people, as had been
witted by the Lord Advocate himself.
fact wga it was not what was taught in
schools to which people objected, but
by whom it was taught. (Hear.) The
Mr. Hume bore testimony to the harmoni
working of the system in his youth, and to
absence of distinction betw eenrcligious
and the system had gone onin the same mso
ever since. .
There was one general argument ag
interfering with these schools, to which

by the Act of Union, the schools of
1and were secured to the manggement of
Presbytery. He did not wish to speak of
Act of Union as if it redembled the lawsd
the Medcs and Persians. but what the
han. gentleman the member for the Univ
of Oxford said the other night of the A
Uniformity, might be said of the Act of Ut



