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a ratural transition, he is led in contrast to man's knowledge, it would scem n strang
Lis previous meditations to contemplate the ' consistency that an individual should sy
character of God, and to draw frum it such  believed in God, while yet it was ¢videmy
Jjuys and comforts as His goodness is so well | there was no fear of God before his eyes,
culculated to afford.  From this, as a conclu- | would persuade ourselses that there is s
siun, he is induced to_ pray, for a continnance | Iy a single individual to be found who, of
«f that protection which he and all the faith- | ealm survey of the works of nature, and
41 people of Goud have ever experivnced; an impartial examination of his own his,
wlile in fuith he secs the downfall and final | would in reality conscientiously deny the
destruction of those that work iniguity. W tence of that God who made and govern
shull review the first four verses s they ovenr  things; and we would abvo belivve thaty
in their order. ,are few if any who are not convineed of ¢
1st verse—* The transgression of the wick- , own immortality and responsibility ; aug
¢d saith within my heart, that there is no Jear how seldom do we see men acting as if
of God before his eyes.” were their real couvictions. They prof
‘These are the words of a man much expe-  believe in all that God has revealed con
rienged in the ways of mankind. No man  ing himself and the final destination of
kuew better then Dgvid what it was to have  impenitent; yet there is no correspo
the fear of God habitually before his eyes, and | reserence manifested in their conduct, ¢
he kinew that with such a state of mind as this | in regard to his authority, or laws, or ins
implies, wickedness was quite inconsistent, It |, tions ; nor do they shuw by their actions
is true that by the corruption of human nature, | they have any dread of his coming judgm:
Ie himself was led intc deep and hideous sins,,  Are there any in this assembly who ar
but the fear of the Lord ever inspired him to ing in the habitual practice of any knowa
the devpest humiliation and repentance, and X We would say to such, so long as you con
he finally triumphed over every evil propen- | in your present practice, whatever my
sity, and was denomineted “ the mar acoord- | your professions, there is no fear of God
ing to God's own heart,” fore your eyes. You profess to be the
‘The fear of the Lord is gene. ally understood | ples of Christ, but you are none of his,
in Scripture to signify a holy reverence and’disciplcs are known by their works, »
affection for his person, attributes and orci- | good tree is known by its fruit. If you
narces, When we fear the Loxd, we have not | the fear of God befure your eyes, and ry
only a dread of his displeasure and coming  him as one who cannot lovk upon sin bu
Jjudgments, but we have also an ardent desire | abhorrence, you will study to avoid eves
for his-favor. We have a regard for bis ex- | appearanceof evil. If you fear him asa
cellenoy, and a zeal for his glory. We feel | trous God who has denounced punisk
cursclves animated by a pious submission to ' against transgressors, you will not contix
his will and a grateful remanbrance of his | duspise his threatenings and neglect his
benefits, We feebl a siucere delight in engag- | ings, but will endeavor to flee from the
ing in his worship, and in endeavoring to ren-  to come. If you fear him as that Alz
der a conscientious obedience to-his commands. | Being who is abie to perfurm as he has &
Knowing these to be the feelings and charac- , ened, you will feel an abhorrence at ev
ter of the man who fears God, the experience , of transgressivn, and will endeavor to
of the Psalmist led him to declare, as if it  the pending destruction by irstantly repe
were a truth seen in the light of its own evi- | of your sius and closing with his
dence that no man could possibly be i the | offers of merey. Try yourselves, then, b
habitual fear of God who was a wurher of | test which the Psulmist kas given, Beer
iniquity. The great truth which is cuntuained | you have the fear of God befure yuur e
in the verse before us is, that the state of the  assured you will depart from iniguity.
heart in regard to the fear of God is mani-| The three verses which immediately
fested by the outward actions of men. Saul, may be considered as an iltustration of
rofessed to have a reverence for God, who ’ first. :
ad-raised him from an cbscure station to be,  2ud verse—“For he flattereth himsd
king over Israel, but his actions corrcsponded | his own eyes, until his iniquity be fousd
_not with his professions, Instead of serving | hateful ” :
the Lord as he was commanded, and doing a Whenever a man has lost the fear of 6
things for the advancement of his kingdom | he has lost all motives to holincss, and bis
and glory, his conduct was that of a selfish jevil desires and corrupt propensities 1
hypocrite, whose only zeal was his own ag- sufrcmc over his soul, The c‘hief, if not
grandizement; and this was conspicuous |,only inducements which can incite hin
throughout the greater part of his reign. Men | lile holiness are the beauty of holiness
may profess to be what they please, but the |23 it is exemplified in the characterof
world will judge of them by their activas. If | blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
-n3y man professes to believe in God, aud yet | gratitude which we owe to God for the
-huws by his actions that he has no fear of | tude of his tender mercies towards u
f30d before-his eyes, his belief is bf the most | glorious rewards that are promised %
sague atd indefinite kind. “Were it not that | nighteous, or the fearful punishments
~niversal experience brings the fact to cveryl are denounced upon the wicked, Ifany




