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having a Bishiop E;peakin the vernaculars of bis whole diocesel is simpiy iîu-
po Hb.lad the ýNingpo Bislropric been set up, tire Bishiop wouid have knowvn

th Nrîpo diaiect truiy; but at Shîanghai, at Pekin, anti at other p oints of bis
diocese, lie vouild have been as inuei "at sea", as the Engl,,isi-spleaking Bishop.

One niost formidable diflictilty of the language relates to the"I to.ies." It is
not ertouglh to learn the charat-ters, or even to pronounc thenr, tire Massiionary
must iearn to intone, and titis, notwithstarrding any scruples lie niay have to
iraoning in .gerneraI. Notiîing strike-s thre ear. OF a foreigner more strar.gely than
the quavering, serni-wailing, and languishintr toitese wic ruri titrougi the
languagre. Sottie MNissionaries shrink front tiis, diffierrlty as insuperable. Great
is the confusion whieh ensues. Thre spea,îker miav have tire righit word, but, un-
ies-s hie give tue right tone, lie either says irothi ng, or says probably the opposite
of wliat lie intended. A good >dissionary gave us twvo illustrations of tiq
whici bat! occurred to imiseif. on e occasion, wheni preaehing, lie wishied
tosay 1; God is angry with sin." To lus utter rrstoizisliînîent thre wiiole cong regration
jumped te titeir feet; wiiat could titis urean ? Tfli truthi is, lie hiad got the
riglit word, but minues the tone-that word mneant"I stand up !" On another oc-
casion iris broter Missionary %vms preaehiirg; the preacirer wished te say Id ois
shall be ritteriy abolisiied ;" utot gi vi ng iie right toue lie found to lis consterna-
tion that hie lrad actually deeiared IlIdoLz are absolutely necessatry."

Even hiere in India, wvhere toues di) not bother us, nowv and again we make
grievous blunders. Wuio bas not Ireard of tire îvorthy Bengai Missionary who
Ineant to preaci froni tire text I ani tire Light of the wivd,," but wrought;
moet woeful confusion in an otherwise admirable discourse by suiýz-,tuting alvo0
(potatoe) for ato (light). Vie ourselves once heard a Missionary. by -ni error of
aspirate, deciare that"I St. IPaul made a monkey !" And to our Iastii.ý-hurnili-
ation be it confessed that, in an address to Hindoos, we once calied their relicious
teachers cows ! Vie untortunateiy grot qoru for guru. But indeed the stigma
of Babel may be traeed everywhere. Weil do we remember in our eoiiegedgays
a wortiry Gerruan, who knew; far more of Latin titan English, and who conse-
querstiy attaehied to EnghIish words their original Latin sense a littie too
strictiy: "ast riighit," said lie, Il1 put on ni> niglit-gown, arid stood witi rny
back to tue fire ; prescntiy 1 simell tire fire ; 1 Lok round and there was a serious
inflamnmation in rny niglrt-gowu?

Veii, weii, it willnfot be aýlwa-s tius. 'Mortals have many tongues; the irn-
mortais have but one. Tire work vi Jesus torrelies Bab)el as welas Eden. Vie
poor riiortais go blunrderin- ori our wvay; ofIeri throtàgIi the very deficienry of
language, we unintentionaliv grieve or nrislead. Brît we shahl blurider no more
in heaven. "lTire tongues of nen and of angchs" will no more be spoken-' as
diverse. Vie shahl speak tire iangtiatre of angels-the language of God. TL
Redeemed shahl corne "lout of al natrons and kindreds aud t.origues ;" but tireir
nationalities and tongues îvill thie) lcave bchind thein. Hon' nmany, are our
thoughts too big or too dccp) fbr utterance nive; it shall not be so then. Vie
can Ïoras no idea how ricir and expressive the language ofheaven is. The per-
fection of itarmony marks tiîat speech ; its deeper tonies like the "lvoice of rnany

iv.ts, an t ot oe ie the Ilsouuà of harpers barping with their
harps,( shall conmnrgle in a ceaseless; oratorio of praise to Him that sitteth upon
the titrone, and urito tire Lamnb.

Mlay you, good reader, and we, have a part in that glorious concert! With
titis good wrsh we make our bon' and retire.

PRESBYTERY 0F PI[CTOU.

&t .dnArew's Church, Pictou, 5th Ociober, 1870.
WHicH time and place the Pictou Presbytery met pursuant te 4dournment,

and was constituted with prayer. Sederunt: Bev. A. W. llerdman, moderator,


