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for 750, and® has a steeple, in which
hangs the only bell in St. John's, which
rings to call Protestants to public wor-
ship; it has a vestrv containing two
rooms, is well lighted and comfortable,
and would be much more =a if the heat-
ing arrangements were improved. Its
situation is very commanding ; but what
it thus gains in appearance it loses in
convenience, for, in winter especially, it
is really difficult of access. The con-
gregation is very small, numbering only
about 300, and consequently a great part
of the church is necessarily unoccupied.
Adjoining it are a neat little Manse, a
school-house and school-master’s house.

And now, as to my work. I found in
the outset several external discourage-
ments.  In the first place, the business
in St. John’s is very peculiar ; there are
alternately three months of extreme
activity and three wmonths of alinost
idleness. 1 arrived not long after the
busy season bad begun, and consequently
during the whole of my stay, it was al-
most impossible for men to come to any
meeting during the week, or for me to
get an hour’s private conversation with
them, and even on Sabbaths they were
fagwed and disinclined for much mental
or spiritual exercise.

This was one of the chief hindrances
to the success of an effort which wasnot
confined to the congregation. 1 was
very anxious to get a Young Men’s
Christian Association established in the
city. But at this season most of the
young men were working until a late
hour every night except Sabbath, amd it
would have been next to impossible to
get anything like a general mecting of
thew during the week.  This, of course,
was not in itself sufficient to prevent the
formation of an Association. But after
pressing the matter for three or four
weeks, I was forced to abandon it. I
was assured on all sides that it was use-
Iess to seck the co-operation of the Epis-
eopalian clergy. The other denomina-
tions wished it all success, and promised
to co-operate with any suitable person
who would undertake the burden and
resr}:onsibi}ity of it for the first year. But
sach a person was not to be found.
Most who seemed suitable either shrunk
timidly back, or found their hands al-
ready fully occupied with work. The
failure of an Association which wasin

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

existence two years ago, rendered many
timid who otherwise might have been
more hopeful.  And finally Ihad to give
the matter up.

Another difficulty which met me in
the work of the congregation was the
impossibility of getting any person to
take part in the prayeranectings.  Only
ong man in the congregation was willing
to be called on to pray—the excelient
young Superintendent of the Sabhath
School,—and he was now precluded by
business  from  astending.  Again, the
weather was ahuost invariably bad ; and
finally, my health was- like the weather.

One of these difficulties was partially
removed by an arrangement into which
I entered with Rev. T. Hall, the Minister
of the Congregationalist Churel. e
kindly asked me to co-operate with Lim,
offering to assist me in my prayer-mect-
ing, if I would assist him in onc of his.
To this I gladly agreed, and both the
cungregation and 1 have great reason to
Le thankful for it. The benefits which
they and § received were not aaerely
from Mr. Hall’s addresses and prayersin
oor meeting ; there were blessings which
came indirectly, and which camot be
measured. He had been receiving a
blessing in his church, he was carnestly
secking for more, and his warm sympathy
and eneouragement, amnd his lively seck-
ing and looking for the working of God’s
Spirit and present results, were of more
ue to we, and through me to thos
among whom £ laboured, than many
supposed.  Doubtless, ultimately to Goil
belongs all the glory, and to Him let is
be thankfully ascribed.  He graciously
vouchsafed me such help and encourage-
ment, such an open door, and such mani-
fest and quick results, as I have never
yet received elsewhere.  And this was
more than cnough to make up for all
external discouragements.

There are two services on Sabbaths,
in the forenoon and cvening. In the
afternoon the Sabbath Sehoel neets,
which is pretty well atteaded for the
size of the congregation ; some of the
teachers were not communicants. A
uniform scheme of lessons was adopted,
and at the close of the school the
teachers remained for half an hour for
the study of next Sabbath’s lesson. In
the idle season I suppose this teachery
peeparatory meeting will be beld on



