"IN NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BREUNSWIER AND ADJOINISG DPROVINCES,

Taogland. The committee regret to say the
petition_was nnsuecesrful, ]

Tur FuNbsi—During ‘the past yvear ‘the
expenditure has reached £5214 93 V14, as
compired with £4824 4s 14, in 1866 67—
Yotwithstanding this_expenditure, including
the large special eantribution of £500 in cid
of the British™ Columbia FMission, the com-
mittee are sble to'report that their fands are
.on the whole in a satisfactory «tate. ‘The
eoilections considerably exceed those of 1866-
67, and this notwithatanding the large spe-
cial subseription of £60D in aid of the Church
Building Fund in British ‘Columbia. The
following statement gives a comparative view
¢i the recéipts of the last two years': —

1866 67. 186768,
Collections £3477 66 £3636 13 0
Other sources 968 14 4 1378 86
Total £4446 0 10 £3501561 6

The draft minute of the committee ‘sug-
gesting certain alteratioas in the principle of
giving aid to the Colonial Chuvch, has re-
ceived tne consideration of the various sy-
nods.  Little has been done to meet the
wishes of the commiitter 'in New Brunswick
and Nova ‘Scotia’; but in Canada a8 Commit-
tee of Correspondence has bern appointed by

the Svnad, authorized to communicate with
the Colonial Committee on the one hand, and ;
colonial Presbyteries on the other, as to ;
grerits, This arrangement has been already |
of much servick to the Colonial Committee, {
and it must give the Church—as it gives
them—Ilargely ihcreased ennfidence that none
of the means supplied by the Church at home |
are misapplied in‘the Colonies. At the same !
time, while acknowledging the advantage of |
the step taken by the Syncd of Canada, the |
Commitiee hope ere long to be able to re-t
port that the draft minute has heen adopted
in its entirety, and that the contributions of |
the Home Church are met by similar contri.
butions from central funds in the colonies.
THE IRISH CHURCH QUESTION,

Dr. Coox (Clerk) read the following over-
tere:—* It is Lumbly overturned, by the
andersigned, thet the;Venerable the Gen,As.
vembly of the Church of Scotland petition
Parliament against the disestablishing the
Irish branch of the United Chureh of England
and Ireland, as injuriously affecting the hon-
our and security of the Crown, subversive of
the faith of treaties, a great discouragement
of the Protestant religion, and striking at the
root of the sacred principle by which Chris-
tian States have hitherto felt themselves
‘hound to encourage and support the troth.”
Sig)ned by thirty-nine members of Assem.

V. .

Mr. CamMPBELL SWINTON then rose and
said—I have now to propose, in a very few
words—for I really de not think it is a mat-
ter that requires much discussion—a motion
which.; think ought to follow this overture

)

—namely, that this Assembly petition hoth
Houses of Parliament againat the propoaal
to digestablish the Trish "Church, which is a
hranch of the United Church of Fngland an.i
Ireland. (Applause) T must say that it i
difficult f~> me to understand how the pacif.
cation of Ireland is to he brouglit about b+
the disestablishment of {le Protestant re's
gion in thdt country. (Loud applanse.)
Was the disestablishment of this Church to
he thrown-out ag a kind of cure to saotha the
savage #pirit of Fenianism® (Laughter)
Whise it is not necessary for us to enter in'e
the measures that might be introduced in‘o
the Church: of Irel :nd to improve that inwi.
‘tufion, I cannot 'help sayinp that there are
means which might be adopted for strength-
ening, increasing, purifying, and elevating
that mstitution without seeking its total des-
truction. (Applause.) The peovle in Ire.
land ds not complain of the Lstablished
Church a8 an evil-—(applause)—and what 1
propose i3 that we should approach the Leg-
islature with a petition against proposed dis-
endowment, because it would be highly in-
Jjurious to the support and protection of Pro-
teatant truth in Ireland ; and becanse it is a
direct attack on_the Established prirciple
‘which hitherto ‘in this country has con-
nected the Church and State, and heen a
rolemn recognition of the duty of our rulers
‘to acknowledge the Christian religion as the
moving principle of their action, and one of
the recognized principles of the constitution,
(Loud applause.) We hear of parivhes in
which the number of Protestants is verv
few and poor, and very much scattered bnt
‘this is the very reason why & Protestant pas-
tar should he left living among them. If so
poor, how are they to maintain a minister for
themselves 2 It it an ansolute necessity, it
we do not want to have them ahsorbed by the
Papal influence by which they are surround-
ed, and to have them merged in and becowe
members of the Roman Catholic Church it-
self, to continue to maintain a zealous and
active Protestant ministry in every parish:
I trust that our friends in Scatland, especi:
ally those who are so zealous as the oppoa-
ents of Popery, will nox know that they are
mistaken in supposing that no alternative
was before them except between indiscrim-
irate endowment and total disendowment,
and that, their minds havin:z been disabused
of this error, they shall come back, to the
old track, and not jein their Roman Cath-
olic, now friends, hitherto opponents, in an
attack upc  the Protestant institution of that
land. (" ..car, hear,” and applause) I
maintain that Ireland must either be treated
as an integral part of the British dominions,
or treated as a separate dependency. Hith-
erto the anxiety of our Irish friends has al-
ways been to be treated as an integral part
of the empire. What, then, becomes of the
argument that the Protestants are in the
minority ? or what becomes of the argument



