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inerehantinen mnay have been, it was a right that had fallen into
ainost conîplete desuetude during the last century. so far' as thiS
vountry ivas conccrned.

Theî revival of this ancient practice on the part of thc British
Admtiraltv- was announecil hy Mr. Winston Churchill last, ycar.
T[ho ncw policy was cxplained by himn iii the House of (omnnons.
oit the 17th of M.%arch last. iii the following ternis:

"Forty ships have becti arrned se far with two 4.7 guns
apiecee and lîy the end of 1914-15 70 sàips wvil1 have beeni so
arrned. The * are arnied solelv for defensive purposes. The
guins are iiîuuiîted iii the stern and can only fire on a pursuer.
Vessels su a ried hlave nuthiîîg in cuinunon with inerchant vessels
taken over bv lthe Adniiralty and converted into cornrissioned
auxiliarv cruisers. nur are tiiese vessels privateers or commerce
destroyerls ini anyI sense. 'bey are exelusivcly ships which earr
food to tbis e-ountry. The.y are nult allowed to fight with anv
ships of war. Etienies' shijis of îiar ivili bc deait with by the
NavY. and the instriuction of ilhese arined inerebant vessels %vill

direct thcmn to surrender if oveî'îaken h)*v sbip)s of war. Thev are.
howevcr. tborougbly capable (if self-defeîiec against an cnei ' s
arînod nierebantmiaîî. The fact of their heing- su a rmied .vill pro-
baly. itrove ail effeetîve deteîî'eit a loile on t he tîîedaýChtions., uf
.1 r111Vd nie i'dîan itiiieli anîd ait 1fici tve i" l ci 1 o* -lbesc shil1 s
.11il titie h ital supis th't lv cr

This lie%% tlejiarture in ii iisb) Nanýa1 Plir iiv was rc'ie

-vci' v diffeî'eîtly in differeiît quat'tei's. Lord Chrles lieresford
deelared bis eonviction that it was eqluivalent lu an addition of
15 brcadîîougbts to our* naval resure*es. (J'cat shippiîîg firinti

expres8ed their patr-iot ir readiiiem and (lesire to fail in i tlî any
reeoniniiend(tiulis of the BtîsîAdiniîalt v, but declined com-
ient. Jurixts aiid 41slçviovei's of iieit t'ai ('oun1tries expressed
thlîelvcs as litîfa vouralîle to thle jtt'ijii>sa !--Iboth as tcnding to
cîtîn rge the burdens an d oîea ui f iizla varaîfare, and as
mlit ritlv iti spirit il luit ini lot t(r tu the terus of thle 1)eelaratioîi

j t(if Pi>ris. 1 hiave before ie al huiulih of Intters front experts in


