
197]FRUIT GRONVING N CANADA.

IIOTANICAL P>OSITION.

A glance at the botanical position of somc of our leading
fritits-Caniad ian fruits, at least-nay be of interest. WVc sec
at once that to the Rose family wve are indebtcd for nearly ail
our tree fruits, as the apple, the pcar, plurn, cherry, the peachi and
its smooth-skinncd sistcr, the apricot, iii addition to the king of
of small fruits, the strawvberry, and the memnbers of the genus
Rubus,the brambles an d raspberries.

Pyrus ma/s, L. %vith P'. 1 niriL. both Europcan, are the
parents of the cultivated forims of the apples of to-day. By
comparing a ruddy specimen of thc Em rperor Alexander %vitl a
smnall specimen of the Siberi,,ni crab, wve mayobtain an idea of the
improvemenit wvhich lias taken place in apples since the inhiabit-
ants of the L-ak Dvellingts of SwvitzerIand cultivated porm'.ceous
fruits. The native crab of America, Py'jruscor-oitaria, L. is beauti-
fui in blossomn, hardy in trc, but thus far incorrigribly astringent
in fruit Howex'er, over 8o per cent of our apples are of Ameni-
can origin that is to say the seed w~hich produccd themi %vas

1 lafitcd in American sou. Nature hias flot deait generously
wvith us iii matter of peaches, chierries and pears, ail indigenous
to Europe, flot found wild in Ainerica ; but mani lias by
seedling produc-con developed varieties wvell aA-apted to the
vicissitudes of our varying climate.

NATIVE FRUITS.

Remarkable progress hias been made during the last hiaîf
century in the cýevelopment of native fruits. By look-ing at the
evolution of the American grape, a prominent exarnple is
afforded. It i8 but a littie over 6o years since Catawba, the first
selection fromn the vilId [Vitis Labruscz L. of the south wvas made.
B3ut it is since 1he advent of the Concord, "the grape for the mil-
lion," about 40 years ago, that varieties have multiplied with such

.onîshing rapidity,till at the present time they are numbered by
the hundreds. Another example may be cited in the native plums
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