
328 Vie Alessenger of the Sacred Heari.

Romnan Eniperors: We are only of yesterday, it is true,
but already we are filling your mnarket placeF, your tribu-
nais, your armies, your very palaces. WVe leave you but
your temples.' I pray tliat God înay add to your number
also, and lie wili flot fail if, like the first Christiaus, you
are ail aposties of prayer. "

In truth, of ai the Catholic missions ain:>ng the hea-
theri, we believe there is flot one in this cenitury which
has, made sucli strides axid yielded sucli consoling fruits as
.àIadagascar. It wvas only ou the 16th August, 1861, after
repeated faiiures, that a mission vas opelied o11 tlie great
African island. God seeras to bave a speciai love for
islands, perhaps because the spirit of the big wvorld, Ris
sworn eriemy, lias lvss influence over them. Be that as
it niay, ]Madagascar, at tlis mioment, counts 39S stations
or Catholic groups, ii2,o00 Cathoiics, 54o schools,
and 15,033 pupils. Howv bas this Nwonderful resuit been
brouglit about ? If the uissionaries, are to be believed, it
vas by prayer, especi..lly by prayer that went straiglit to,
the Ileart of Tesus.

Those of oui Associates -vho ha-ve been accustomied, to
read tii? olderA.lesscngers niay reiner-aber that Madagas-
car vas the first mission which the ilessenger of the
Sacred Hleart, as far back as 1862, gave ont for the General
Intention of the iontli. Since that period, o:ir Hoiy
League lias neyer lost siglit of thue endeared iÎ.iand. iles-
senger readers can recali particularly how nobly ilicse new
Cluristians behaved w~lien, after the solenin conseciution of
thue mission to, the Sacred Ileart, tie Franco-Maýiagassee
var broke out and they were for three long years left witli-
out priest or guide ; or they inay recali the retreats of the
Hlova school teachers aud mistresses productive of so
xnuch good.

What encouragement for our Associates, old and young,
but especially the young, when they thus see that by their


